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A MONTHLY JOURNAL OF REFORM,

Regarding the subjection of Labor, of. Woman
and the prevalence of Waras unnatural evils, in-
duced Dy false claims to obedience and se
favors the Abolition of the State, of Prope
Land and its kindred resources, of Speculutive
Income and all other means wherehy Totrusion
acquires wealth and power at the expense of
Useful People. Since Lahor is the Source of
Wealth. and creates all values equitably vendible,
Tue Worp, (not by restrietive methuds, but
through Liberation and Reciproeity), seeks the
extinction of interest, 1ent, dividends, and prof-
it, except as they represent work done: the ab-
otition of railway, telegraphic, banking, trades-
unionand other corporations charging more than
actual cost for values furnished, and the repudi-
ation of all su-called debts, the principal where-
of has been paid, in the form of interest.

. 1. HEYWOOD, - - - - EDITOR.

Contrihutors, correspondents, and  those from
whose works extracts may be printed are respon;
sible only for their own opinions; the Editor
must not be understood to approve or reject any
views, not editorial, unless he says so.

Terms 75 cents annually, in advance ; 5 copies
£3.30; 10 copies &6 20 copies $11.00; 50
copies .00 ; 100 copies &37.50. Single copies
< cents.  Subseribers who wish to continue, will
please remit in time, for the paper is not sent ex-
cept on payment in advance.  Address

THE WORD,

DRINCETON, Mass

The Gpposition.

INTEREST—ABSTINENCE.

To deny the rightfulness of interest on money
is, virtually to deny striet ownership. The error
is the most noxiousof all that float about in men’s
speculations, and may involve very frightful re-
sults, if not exploded. But more reeds to be
«nid than I have read from you. Qur economist.
\ascau Senior. first assigned the moral rea<on
why interest isduc un money lent: viz., Inlerestis
the Reward of Abstinence. ~ Let me expand this,
It I have the equivalent of ten thousand pounds,
it matters not in what form. whether ingots
of gold, or bales of cloth, or masses of iron, or
manunfactured hardware, or shares in a railroad—
it will esable me to grafify myself in many wa
according to my taste. 1 may spend it in pe
sonal indulgence, as in house, equipngesy£x
dens, foreign travel; or in earning populari
by liberality to the public; or again, 1 ay use
it in generous gifts to distant kinsfolk‘, who ex-
pect nothing from me; or in_philanthropic
schemes ; or in an expensive promotion of science.
To delay using it is to risk the total loss of it by
my death. 1 laborers come to me, begging
that 1 will nof enjoy it according to my own
taste, but will employ it in maintaining them,
and I yield to_their prayer, will they -at the
year'send claim that I ¢hall only regain my
ten thousand pvunds without increase? If that
he justice, then my money may he taken from me
uext year and the yearafter, for their conveniance.
and with the luss of my own enjoyment. How
then am [ the hetter for being the nominal own-
er? If the process be continued till my death,
T have been tolally deprived of it. To siy noth-
ing of risk of recovering it at the year’s end
(which ought to make interest higher), for the
bare fact of delaying enjoyment 1 ought to be
recompensed.  If interest were not allowed,
then to employ laborers would be no transaction
of the marLet, but a mere philanthropic action ;
and since all are not philanthropists, the result
would be rapid and all but universal spending,
except where property could he hoarded. The
nation would be impoverished, and the poorest
would suffer most.—Prof. F. W. Newman in

The Indezx.
COMSTOCK’S LA,

Froxt TRE Act passep BY CoNGRESs, 1IN 1873,
FOR THE SUPPREss1ON OF OBSCENE LITERATURE.

Secriox 148.—That no obscene, lewd or Jaseiv-
jons book, pampblet, picture, paper, print, or
other publieation, open or covert, of a valgar or
indecent character, or any article or thing de-
signed or intended for the prevention of concep-|
tion, or procuring of abortion, nor any article
or thing i ded or adapted for any ind t or
immoral use or natare, nur representation (_end-
ing to the corraption of youth, nor any written
or printed card, pamphlet, advertisment, or no-
tice of any kind giving information, directly or
indirectly, where, how, or of whom, or by what
means either oi the things above mentioned may
be wbtained or made, nor any letter the envelope
of which, or postal card upen which, scarrilous
epithets may have been written or printed, or
disloyal devices printed or engraved, shall be
carried in the mail; and any. person who shall
knowingly deposit or cause " to be deposited, for
mailing or delivery, any of the herein-hefore-
mentioned articles or things,. or any notice, or
any paper containing any open or covert adver-

scheme, fur disposing of any of the hereil\-bc-l
fore-mentioned articles or things, shall take or
cause to be tuken Irom the muil. any letter or
package. shall b deemed guilty of a high mis-
demennor, an on convietion thereof, shall, for
every offense, BE FINED' NOT LUSS THAN
ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS NOR MORE
THAN FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, WITH
THE COSTS OF COURT, OR IMPRISONED
AT IIARD LABOR NOT LESS THAN ONE
YEAR NOR MORE 1'EN YEARS, OR BOTH,
AT THE DISCRETTION OF THE JUDGE.

HEY WO0O0D'S HIPPODROME,

Sume one waggishly characterized the meet-
inus of the so-called **New England Labor Re-
form Lgague,” as** Mr. Heywood ™ Hippodrome.”
There is in the wovement vaguely termed *‘ La-
bor Reform,”’ very much to demand the serious
consideration of all thinking persons. That et
hecomes more evident every day, and hence an
importance attaches to all ‘mectings that gather
under the name, that at times is not at all war-
ranted by the fuets. The high-sounding title
given to these gatherings, i3 naturally presumed
by persons not familiar with the lacts, to indi-
cate that there isa resgecmble body of persons
(in numbers at least) ehind those who gener-
ally appear as managers.  But the **New Iin
land fmbur Reform League’ has no *‘parties
henind it, no constitnencies at its back, and in
{nct no membership to be held responsible or to
appeal to, outside of the half-dozen individunls
who call ronventions and frame resolutivns and
make most of the speeches. We have no ubjec-
tion to this, but as a matter of fair play, call
attention to the acknowledgement that the reso-
lutions proposed and all other proceedings repre-
sent nothing and nobody, beyond those who
write the resolutions and those who speak pro.
and e.m.—Boston News.

T e
EQUITABLE STEA LING.

‘The very practibility of eo-pperative organiza-
tions like the Sovereigns of Industry and the
Patrons ot Hushandry renders them odious to
such men as Mr. E. H. Heywood. They nre “‘on-
ly new schools,”” he snyd, ‘of the old hrother-
hood of thieves.” Ile preaches *‘the abolition
of profits,” and it is only. Io, ical that he should
not like organizations which are profitable to
to the workingmen and farmers. If they are
simply efforts to divide profits among n larger
snumber of =ocial banditti, as he blan ly asserts,

until, by embracing still more handiiti, there
can be a more general distribution of profits?
Wouldn't that be abolishing the unjust features?
Mr. lleywood seems to prefer to he a prophet of
the jmpractible, the unntlpmab]e, (not to say
the absurd.) _Anything which helps the work-
ingmen in all parts of the country to reduce
their expenses, by affording them the nceessities
of life at cheaper rates, seems to us a movement
to be encouraged, not sneered at asan organiza-
tion ol handitti. There are honest people in
the world without counting Mr. Heywood.—Bos-
ton Herald. A

—Why is it that the noble cause of labor re-
form, which has a real work to do in the world,
attracts to its ranks a lot of quacks, who are so
utterly ignorant of natural laws that their obger-
sations only excite_contempt? Had the attend-
ants of those meetings at Cotton Hall, spent the
whole time of the sessions in efforts of the speak-
ers to lift themselves by their boot-straps, the ex-
hibition would not have been a whit more ridic-
ulous. The majority of the speakers seemed to
have no ideas for the amelioration of the work-
ingmen hut to denounce religion, enterprise and
honest work.—Boston Herald.

—The power to tinker the currency is astanding
invitation to the worst and most dangerous form
of demagogism. [t is, moreover, demoralizing
to a party. and tends to divide and ruin it. If
for no other reason, the payment of our legal-
tender notes onght to be Fr by Republican
leaders as an imperative political necessity.—New
York Times.

. _Great wealth comes by destiny; moderate
wealth by industry.— Chinese Mazim.

— Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Lib-
erty.—Paul, the Chrislite.

LABOR-REFORM LEAGUE. _

The Sixth Annual Convention of the
New €ngland branch of the American
Labop'Reform League was held in Bos-
ton,/Bunday and Monday Jan. 31st. and
Feb.- 1st., Col. Wm. B. Greene presiding.
The attendance, unusually large, at the
opening, increased in numbers and inter-
est in subsequent sessions. Mr. Hey-
wood gaid that, though these meetings
were 8o lively some people came to be

why not encourage them and enlarge their sphere | ¢

in all of its aspccts. The public might
think us crazy, but closer inspection re-
veals method _in our madness, aud no
carthly power can divert the League
from its purpose to overthrow utterly the
existing social system. Victorious, for
six years, on a free platform we swarn
Church, State, and the Money Power
that it-is high time they ceased to scofl,
and addressed themselves to serious ar-
gument. As no revolution ever went
deep enough to touch the status of labor,
or of woman, so there will not be left
“one stone upon another’” of existing
systems when justice is done. He pre-
sented the following resolutions:—

1. Resolved: That the aggravated form of
arbitrary power now imposed on Louisiana ,with
the stagnation of business, the impoverishment
of lnbor and the slavery of women, in all the
States, fitly illustrate the barharous idens which
control the republican party ; but, while its ap-
pronching dissolution is encournging evidence
of progress, the nceession of the demoeratic par-
ty to power will bring only the milder methods of
coercion and extortion whizh characterize nll
majority governments, :

L. I¥CJUIUE![: That while the naturally good
ohject of religion is to quicken deference to Es-
sential Right, the pupular Church, flatly contra-

«dicting the tenchings of the Christiau Bible, u|l)-

holds Usary and every other form of fashionable
robbery ; and religion, as now generally taught,
is a pious fraud which will cease to exist when
people cease to pay preachers who work for mon-
ey more than for truth; and, until the Evange)-
ical Alliance, which encirles the world with-its
stweek of prayer,” is converted to Industrinl Eq-
uity, it is practically an evangelical brotherhood
of thieves.

3. Resolved: That the steadily increasing
destitution of working people, in factory dis-
tricts, i« wrong ‘hich the ten-hour law does
not allevinte; that the Fall-River operatives,
whom reckless heroism prumFts to lead n strike,
have yet to learn that the chief obstacle in the
way of their receiving fuir wages is_the profit
system which they themselves uphold, by loan-
ing their surplus enrnings for usury, and by po-
litically and religiously supporting the power
which defrauds them.

4. Resolved: 'I'hat in aiming
er people’s Proﬁuz but to increase t!

ers’’ and *‘Sovereigns of Induftry
sentinlly agree with older clans of co-operatiye
banditti ; but, r izing fully the ad
of nssociative enterprise, we reaffirm our faith
that, when people are intelligent enough to loan
capital without interest to_enable business to be
conducted on the cost principle, co-operation will
become, at once, honest and irresistible.

5. Resolved: That 40,000 votes for impar-
tial suffrage, in Michigan, indicnte men's increas-
ing sense of the injustice they inflict by the dis-
franchisment of women; but men have yet to
t the property relations of the sexes,

hey, as employers, rob women of two-
hirds of tl actual earningz, are an_infinitely
renter outrage than the political vassallage to
which they subject them. P

6. Resolved: 'That the election of Andrew
Johnson to the U. S. Senate is an indirect in-
doreement of our doctrine, that corntracts involy-
ing usury are morally void; and the South will
ultimately unite with the industrial masses of
the North in decreeing the repudiation, not only
of the fictitious, national-war debt, but of ail
other so called debts the principal whereof has
been paid in the form of interest.

Resolved : 'That the high rates of interest
and rent which now prostrate business, and the
disastrous increase of the speculative power of
capital, resulting from the repeal of u-ury lnas,
will not be most effectunlly suppressed by renact-
ing them, but by repealing all class lnws which
exempt banking from the salutary influence of
honest competition; that usury, as did chattel
slavery, exists by special statutes and will disap-
pear when the State ceases to defraud Industry
of its natural right to furnwsh its own money at
its own cost.

8. Resolved: Thattherccentact of Congress
for specie payments, in 1879, was a bid for votes
made by men who know that, in failing to re-
deem its notes, on demand aceording to agre
ment, the Federal government is actually bz
rupt; that since “our rulers’” are -neither-able
or honest enough to settle_the money question,
the people shouid at once, resume specie payments
on the plan proposed, yearsago, by this Leagae,—
which provides that, under the general law for
fulfilment of contracts, the issuesef carrency,
redeemable in coin, or its equivalent of market
value in other products of labor, should be unre-
stricted.

9. Résolved: That if Gen. Sheridan wishes
to suppress “*banditti’” we commend him to the
National Banks with their retained advocates in
Congress and State; Legislatures, and to tiieir
commander in chief, Ulysses S. Grant, President
of a military despotisu called the United States.

abolish oth-
jr own, the

amused, intelligent observers knew that

tisment relating tothe aforesaid articles or things,
or any person Who, in pursuance of any plan or

the labor question was extremely serious

Col. Greene, the President, said  that

while speakers could bo freely insane
on labor, it was not within the province
of the League to entertain special insani-
tics on other questions. Spirits ““in the
form,” or out of it,- were welcome, but
the latter must either materialize, or-in-
struct their mediums to ‘be responsible
for their good behavior. ~ As the League
met for orderly discussion he should not
hesitate to invoke the laws of Massachu-
detts to suppress unruly spirits, but in-
vited all to be free to speak their minds in
view of the IIouse of Correction, lra
Steward admitted saying ' that he would
take 20 per cent. interest on money if he
could get ity thought himself disgraced’
if he appeared in print as having spoken
on that platform ; that the League profan-
cd the sacred name of labor-reform and
dealt in “balloonisms, nebulous theories
and platitudes.” He reasserted his
Light-Hour Philosophy and lamented the
lack of ability in people to comprelicnd
it. Dr. IL L. Bowker, member of the
Massachusetts Legislature from Boston, -
ably discussed railway thefls, and favored
the abolition of the Labor Bureau. Chas,
McLean of Boston indorsed the no-inter-
est theory and spoke at longth upon oth-
er pertinent issues. A plasterer by-trade,
he is a born orator whose thoughtful ut-
terances at once command  attentiou.
Chas. T. Fowler reviewed special aspects
of reform and reasserted theories of the
Equity School in which he is an acknowl-
edged master. Labor is free, yet only in
name. Botter be owned. outright ond
fed on a slave plantation, than be free, to
starve, in a New England factory. So-
cial tyranny is the root of social injus-
tice. = e :
The following were elected officers for
the ensuing year,—President, Wm, B.
Greene of Boston; Vice Presidents, L.
K. Joslin of Rhode Island, S. 3. Foster
of Worcester, Mrs. M. E. B. Albertson

-| of Boston, Wm. K. Cowing of Maine,

William Murray and Mrs, Lula Mulliken
Lof Bostonj Recording Secretary, Wm,
B. Wright; Corresponding Secretary, E.
H. Heywood; Treasurec, B. R. Tucker;
Auditor, Harry W. Stevens; Executive
Committee, Wm. B. Greene, Mrs. M., E.

taghe

wood, Mrs. M. II. Plunkett.

The Convention was further addressed
by Mrs. M. E. B. Albertson, Mrs, S. E.
Crossman, Mrs. M. S. Townsend, S. Hi
Morse, Lysander Spooner, Moses IIull,
Thos. Codke, Prof. Toohey, J. Verity,
L. K. Joslin, Rev. Jessec H. Jones, Dr.
N. H. Dillingham, Benj. Skinner, F. A,
Hinckley, Mr. Barker of - California, A.
Il. Wood; Col. Hinton of the Daily
News, Mr. Aldrich of the Daily Globe,
E. D. Linton, Mrs. Dr. Mulliken, Messrs.
Tucker, Smart, Burke, Varnum, Cluer,
Stearns, Walker, Wardwell, and others.
Letters were read from Thos. J. Durant
of Washington, D. C., Elizabeth Hughes
of San Erancisco, Cal. and John Orvis.
Mrs. Hughes’ and Mr. Durant’s letters
will be found on third page. Witl little
money, no “‘respectability,”’ position or
great names the work of the League yet
goes steadily onj taking.no back steps,
carcfully weighing its words, developing
its issues by protracted and mature de-
liberation it is sccurely intienchingg it-
gelf in‘the Reason and Conscience of the
peoplg; to: tio
and legislative intrusion must ullimately.
yield. . We regret that lack of space for-
bids us to give a fall report of the many
suggestive utterances during tlie six ses-
sions of the Convention. The speeches
of Lysander Spooner and Mrs. M. S.
Townsend were especially notable.

~—Water does not remain ih the moun-
tains, nor vengeance in a great mind.—
Chineze Marim. : 2 ¢

—*True, the mob disperses; butthe ri-
ot, unpunished, is the revolution begun.”
—Bulwer,— =" :

B. Albertson,!B. R. Tucker, K. H. Hey- ~

:which all customs, usurpations




1 TR AT

-Holding that no style of dress, not suit-
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LABOR-REFORM LECTURES.

A Course or six Lecrures oy Tue La-
Bok QuesTioN is to be delivered in Cotton
Hall, Boston, commencing Sunday eve-
ning Peb. 21st. when E. M. Chamberlin
will speak on =The Advent of Co-opera-
tion.” Ile will be followed by Gen. II.
K. Oliver, Sunday evening, Feb. 28th., on
«A Brief History of Labor, with Ilints
Towards Remedying its 1s?3" Jesse 11
Jones, Wednesday evening, March 3rd ,
sus or the Nineteenth Century,
Which L. 1L Rogers, Sunday eve-
ning, March Tth., on “Specie Payments
or the Money Question;'"’ Ricliard J.
Hinton. Sunday evening, Mar. 1ith., on
“Trade Unions in Their Historical Rela-
Gions to Demoeracy ;! Bdward D, Lin-
ton, Sunday evening, Mar. 21st., on “The
Emancipation of Labor:” and by . IL
Ueywoud, Sunday evening, March 28th.,
on Unity of Parpose in Labor-Reform;"”
Season tickets for 50 cents.  Fov sale at
the Adams Ilouse news-stand, Boston.
Single Admission 10 cents. It is expect-
el Ehat this will be followed by aSccond
Course of Lectures in which S, IL Morse,
Henry Sevey, Editor of The Labor Jour-
aal, Charles McLeon, S. 8. Foster, L.
M. Davis of Philadelphia and others will
probably be invited to speak.

A Sociar, Freepos Coxvestion will be
held in Paine Memorial Iall, Boston,
Sunday and Monday Feb. 28th. and Mar.
1st. day and evening. Moses Hull, Mat-
tic Sawyer, L. K. Joslin, Charlotte Bar-
Lour, J. H. W. Toohey, Authony Ilig-
gins Jr., Etta Bullock, Mis. M. S. Town-
send, E. 11, Heywood, and other speak-
ers are expected.  The Platform, impar-
tially free to all comers, will doubtless
attract a large and lively gathering. The
gravest question involved in Iluman Life
and Destiny is here submitted to public
discussion, and we bespeak for it the most
serious and intelligent consideration.

A Coxvesriox or Tk AmericaN Freg
Dress Leacue’ willbe held in Horticultur-
al Hall, Worcester, Bass., Thugsday and
Friday Feb. 25th. and 26th. at 10, 2 and
7 o’clock cuch day.  Good speakers are
expected.  The irrational God, Fashion,
is cited to appear and shuw why ke
ghould not be'condemned and exeetiled.

ed to health and service, should be toler-
ated, the League is understood to favor
the abolition of Skirts and the adoption
of Pants by women.

Tue Firtn AxNuan CONVENTION OF THE
Axericay Lasor-Rerory Leacue will be
held in New York City, Sunday and
Monday May 9th. and 10th., commenc-
ing at 10.30 A M., and continuing, day
and evening, six sessions. ,Particulars
hereafter.

ABOLITION OF DEATH.

Tnfidel or Christian, Matetialist or Spir-
itualist, philusopher or foul, rich or poor,
bond or free,—no matter what one’s faith,
fortune or condition may be, all mortal
lile succumbs to death. Though a vague
belief prevails, among religious pevple,
that there is o soul which - survives the
body, we never met a Christian who could
givea reason for the hope within him that
would stand the test of scientific inves-
tigation. No Christian theologian lives
who can satisfactorily answerJob’s ques-
tion **If a man dic shall he live aguin?’
1f the_priest, who-tosscs his empty head
at “infidels,”’. cannot prove the continned
spiritual existence of man whom he has
scen; how shall he affirm the existence of
God’whom hié has not scen?  The sense-
less howl of the Church over Tyndall’s
Belfast addressj the boarding-school pu-
scility of clergymen, who advise young
people “not to argne with skeptics;” the
ravage bigotries, which provoke wars that
drench nations in-blood, are plain confes-
sions that the vauntéd Christian faith ex-
ists only through power to suppruss in-
vestigation. Weighed in- the scales of
enliglitened science, the miracles of the
Bitle, on which- Cliristendom rests its
¢lnims, have no superior qualities to dis-

ions into oblivion.

tinguish them from the supernatural fa-

bles with which Greek, IIindoo, Persian
or other mythologies are filled.

Yetin these so-called supernatural phe-
nonena, which have appeared in all ages
and nstions, and which were never more
prevalent or startling than in Europe and
America to-day; and in the wonderful
processes of animal and vegetable nature
there is convincing evidence of more es-
sential and enduring life than what greets
the eye in material form.
Modern Spiritnalism in the “Rochester
knockings' in 1847, was the entrance of
Reason into the theological bear-garden
of snpernaturalism; and the “Fox girls”
were the first investigators worthy to be
called religious scientists.
tion the marvellous extent to which the
new faith has spread over the world; the
array of intellect it marshals under its
banner, or the substantiul literature it
has built up, in less than 30 ycars,—lhis
successful dpplicalion of scientific methods
of investigation o religious facls and phe-
nomena plainly indicates that Spiritual-
ism is destined to sweep all other relig-
Its fucts and phenom-
ena, eenerally and increasingly apparent,
impartial observers admit. That the the-
ory of spirit existence and communica-
tion explains these facts, and that no re-
ligious or scientific objector has advanc-
ed any other reasonable theory of ex-
plaining them is equally evident.
We have space only to state two or
three leading facte.
medical practice.

The advent of

Not to men-

1st., Clairvoyant
We know unlettered
women, mediums. who, tens and hun-
dreds of miles away, accurately describe
descase, prescribe remedies and cure pa-
ticnts whose cases have baflled the best
educated skill of resident physicians.
We know people who will go on the wit-
uess stand and testify that their lives were
saved by thiskind of spirit agency. 2nd.,
Many living witnesses
testify that scores and hundreds of spirits
have shown themselves at the home of
the Eddys in Vermont; at Moravia, Cas-
cade and Compton, in New York; at
Memphis in Missouri, and elsewhere,
during this winter.
communications from departed spirits, of
and under such cir-
cumstances, as to render it impossible
to suppose that they are other than what
the senders aflirm them to be.
peachable evidence accumnulates to show
that Spiritualism, fulfilling the prophecy
of St. Paul, has “‘destroyed the last enemy,

We receive

In order to awaken special local inter-
est in this grave subject we print on
third page a message from the spirit of
Isaac Thompson, an old resident, and
prominent business man; prominent” not
only as a very successful farmer and cattle
dealer, but also prominentin feetand inch-
es; for he was as tall as Abraham Lin-
coln, and alnost us homely—the boy
reverently calling him “Kitchen Ton
Wheén a boy, living in distiict No.
this town, we often heard him speak
Sunday evenings in the School-House.
Prayer meetings to us were an ineffable
bore; when the minister and the brethren
spuke we generally dozed or were dis-
gusted; but when six feet of the angulat
form of this old farmer begun to rise we
listened . for something was likely to be
One favorite sentence of his im-
pressed us decply,—‘Death makes peo-
Church members shonld
heed it when they undertake to sneer at
the facts of Spiritualism.
discover internal evidence of the authen-
ticity of this message. If living relutives
and friends can explaiu it, on any oth-
er theory than that it comes from the
Spirit who says he sends it, we would
like to hear from them.
that Mr. Thompson has outgrown the
Christian twist of his theology, and is
now quite level-headed, in-matters-of Te-

Readers will

It will be seen

CURRENCY—PROPERTY.

ttention is called to J. F. Brav’s let-
Most advocates of gov-
ernment paper currency defend iuterest
inits worst form, that is they defend a
legislative monopoly of theft. Mr. Bray
is too wise to fall into that error, buthe
has yet to sce that the majority idea is
.only another style of old-world despot-
ism. The individual, not the crowd, is

s d
o
8 pf

the primary fact in the body politic.
One is morally bound only to do what he
agrecs to do, consistent with essential
vight. The decree of “the majority,”
(of both sexes even, for we have yet on:
ly a majority of males), i8 entitled to no
more respect than the decree of slave
holders, or the decree of any other class
of usurpers. It is Mr. Bray, not we,
who recoguizey ““artificial classes.” The
wages system is_only one form of ex-
change; add equity, by abolishing prof-
its, and it is all right.  Property holders
have rights which we defend; that is
they have the right to sell their tmprove-
ments at-cost, if they can get it. Hon-
est currency must be expressed in terms
of, and be payable in some product of la-
bor4 and all products of lubor are proper-
ty to the extent of whatthey sell for. The
«private individual’” has the same natur-
abright to produce, and sell currency to
those who will buy it, as Mr. Bray has to
raise, and sell corn to those who will buy
it. Col. Greene's “Mutual Banking”
system is laid too decp in natural liberty
and natural equity to be overturned by
any logical lever yet invented,

While we are upon these points we
call attention to A. W. St. Jor~’s letter,
also printed on third page. The 3.65
inter-convertible-bond idea founds cur-
rency not on property or credit, or la-
bor; but on debt, on majority vote, on
usury ; that is on bankruptey, usurpa-
tion and robbery! As we respect Mr.
St. John’s tendency to seek truth and
follow it, we feel sure that, sume day, he
will laugh at his present advocacy of
'what is indefensible, So far from reduc-
ing and steadying the rates of interest,
it would send them kiteflying up to un-
heard of extortion and fluctuation. Would
he, as a farmer, expect to “‘regulate’” the
price of wheat, per byshel, by adding
99 hundredths chatf? It is said that the
property of ““the nation” backs the bond;
but what republican or democrat or
greenbacker deeds his property to ‘‘the
nation” when he votes the party ticket?
Why, Congress to-day knows that to put
an extra tax on tea and coffee, even,
means political revolution! We like to
see the greenback agitation go on; for it
will sinash the national banks, then smash
itself, and hurl things toward the ulti-
mate outcome—Repudiatj and Free
Money! When labor-refdrmers begin to
face that music they willNbpegin to be
justified in reason, and enter upol the
path of political success. But, \until
they master the property question, and
the laws of value, they cannot be expect-
ed to talk intelligently, or reason logic-
ally on the money question.

AR AR
CONFLICTING CONSCIENCES.
Mr. Abbot, in The Index of Feb. 11th.,

es not “sce how to get rid of this
A:m\éuestiou,” (public schools sup-
ported by compulsory taxation), ‘“with-
out violating somebody’s congcience;”’
he also argues that his conscience will be
violated unless his majority usurpation
is allowed to furce dissenters to help sup-
port his style of schools! He holds the
same relation to liberty that the Pope did
in objecting to Luther’s Protestant Ref-
ormation. Stili worse, (logically, though
not intentionally of course), he, stands
precisely where slaveholders did - who
thought their ““consciences’” invaded by
‘Abolitionists aiming to- abolish the
«right”’ of “‘every democrat to wallup
his own nigger!’”” S. H. Morsg, who fa-
vors the Abolition of the State, conclu-
sively replies to Mr. Apporas follows :=—
Your State says its duty is to ses to it that so-
ciety suffers no-detriment ; itsnissionisto defend
itgelf.  1f itsays, **I must have intelligence, and
therefore schools and nniversal educatior,” you
eagerly tender f'{)ur approval. If it says, ‘I
must have intelligence and morality, I must
igi n-order to make my life sure
[and “prog and therefore I must estublish
bath, school-houses and churches,?’ you. think
the liberty of citizens invaded, and at once, pro-
posen “‘Libernl League,"”  You can go to the
school house, bat not the church. 1 am not
saying which is best. . 1 only_remind you that
there is a difference of opinio. it will be well
to heed. Others are as as conscientiously op-
pased to your schoul-system as you are to a
church-system. - If the one may be put thorough
in spite of protesting: consciences, 5o mny the
n?ler. tlii isa llxg%tut z![n‘icf.t‘;vo rt_li]m can
ny. wil unl right. “Take en

‘:’hi_fnk ye stand Test yo fall.”? Pl ¥

the heading of “Doings of the'weak."” -

IDEAS vs.. NUMBERS.

The Boston News thinks The- Labor-
Reform League “represents nothing,”
So ignorant péople said of the- Anti-
Slavery Society; but itsidea created par-
ties, and became the national will; and the
republican party, in the States and nation-
ally, is now tumbling to picces because,
never having originated an idea, it is at-
tempting to live on the recellection of the
idea it borrowed from the Abolitionists
who ™ “had no influence!”” “Since the
birth of the Labor-Reform League’a doz-
cn other organizations, some of which
““represented’’ vast numbers, have risen,
flourished and died; while this one,
which “represents nothing and siobody,”
lives, and is a growing power in the land.
Co-operative associations like the Gran-
gers and the Sovereigns of Industry rep-
resent numbers surely; but, since they
are opposed to liberty and include noth-
ing of equity, like vaporthey soon “van-
ish away.” A thousand other organiza-

Reform League, or the idea which it repre-
sents, will live to accept the survender of
the injustice it was crcated to abolish:

—The ignorance of “‘the educated class-
es,” regarding labor and the ‘essential
principles of political economy, is con-
spicnously illustrated in the extract from,
Prof. Newman of London quoted in ‘‘the
opposition” on first page. We com-
mend him to Stuart DMill, Adam Siith
and Aristotle who w