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PROSTITUTION AND THE INTERNATIONAL
WOMAN’S LEAGUE.

Human questions need for their efiectual study to be regavded from all

Congreve.

YEAR or two ago there were distributed to a sclect few in

this and some other countries some pamphlets, — one the
Prospectus, and another the * Constitution and By-laws,” of a
projected * International Woman’s League,” the object of which
Lecague is stated to be “ the advancement and elevation of wotnan
throughout the world.” We are told further that “the League

is divided into six departments,” one of which is “ the department |

for the investication of the question of prostitution.” The pro-
gramme of this department sets out thus:  Sublata causa tollitur
affectus.

o

essary as for the struggle with Nature, the third department

f=lel

slightly forcign accent of these sentences need not prevent our

wishing this League, which claims to have been founded in
26

Recognizing prostitution to be one of the greatest evils |
of social life, for the struggie against which knowledge is as nec- §

of the International Woman's League has a special purpose 104

B stacle in the way of this prejected Woman's League is, and will

- tive betterment of human affairs.
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the United States of America,” the utmost success i its praise-
And if, in the remarks that foilow, its methods
are criticised, and broader views and a loftier attitude are urged
upon its projectors, it is certuinly nat for want of syrapathy with
its general aim, —*‘the clevation of woman throughout the
world,” — or its sp.:cial aim, -~ “ the investigation (and presuma-
bly the extirpation) of this social pest,” — prostitutioz. On the
contrary, it is the very importance of the aim that prompts us to
try to prevent its being ecither lost sight of or needle<sly compro-
mised, especially sceing that without the carnest and intelligent
cooperation of woman herself the double end will be for ever
unattainable.

This International Woman's League shows, at all events, one
decided superiority to most of the elements in the distinctively
Woman’s Movement of the prescnt day in recognizing the neces-
sity of positive knowledge as a condition precedent for the effec-
It does not seem quite so
apparent, however, that the other iinportant error of the said Wo-

worthy objects.

- man's Movement has been entively avoided, — that of regarding

| the question of the advancement and clevation of woman as a mat-

| of women.

- at all events, to redeen the Woman's League from the hopeless

8 the recognition is considerably ncutralized by the prevalence in

| hoc genus omne, which attempt to supply the tack of systematic

ter of struggle between the two sexes, It is certainly nothing of
the sort. At this moment there are, as indeed there always have
been, more men sincerely and earnestly desiring the ameliora-

| tion, in every possible way, of the situation of woman than there

are women actively concerned for the same end. The great ob-

coutinue to be, the indifference, if not the downright hostility,

This recognition of the necessity of positive knowledge seems,

sterility to which so many modern movements are plainly doomed
by the mistake of supposing that such knowledge i needless, and
that for remedying social evils strong desire will suffice.  Only

its programmes of the method in vogue with our ““Social Science
Congresses,” ““ Associations for the Advancement of Science,” e2

investigation by mountains of undigested statistics and more or

less ingenious essays on isolated topics. Science is net created
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that way. But it is positive science that is looked to in this age,
and ever more and more, as the final arbiter of all questions
whatseever.  The question of prostitution is a question of social
scicince and of moral science ; and the very existence of these
presupposes that human events, as well as the physical and chem-
ical phenomena of the earth, are subject to immutable natural
law. If human society had no proper constitution of its own,
independent alike of Awssers and Constitueny Assemblies ; if the
various social relations depended only on caprice, whether of the
“Sovercign individual,” or the “ Sovereign people,” or of the
“Great Fotentate” for whose advent the Phalansterians have so
long been sighing, — the words “ Social Science " would have no
meaning, but would be only “as the sounding brass and the tin-
kling cymbal.”

Such a recognition of positive science, however, as the final

arbiter of all questions henceforth, even questions of morals, is
the most vast revolution in its general mode of thought that our
race has cver undergone.  The change from the Greco-Roman
-~ polytheism to Christianity was far less radical. ~ But then, if there
were not just this radical change actually being accomplished in
public opinion, the outlook for any cffective dea lingavith ihe phe-
nomenon of prostitution would not be encouraging, It has fea-
tures shocking enough, disgusting cnough one would think, to
~ justify any terms of reprobation, however severe, and yet the
- actually existing opinior scems by no means prepared to accept
the assumption of the Woman’s League that prostitution is not
- only ““one of the greatest evils of social life,” but one so {ar re-
- mediable that reasonable persons may fairly be asked to join
- in a “struggle against it.”  As a mere matter of fact, at all
- events, it is well known that members of the medical profession.
2 including even some of the highest character and reputation, find
. il necessary sometimes positively to preseribe to thein patients re-
| course to prostitution as the only means of restoration to health.

'» Every one is familiar with the utterance attributed to Dr. Aber-

nethy, and, while physicians generally may refrain from the dras-
guericattributed by the current anecdote to this eminent man, the
substance of theif counsel is the same. Some physicians, domi-
| nated by moral considerations, may refuse in any case whatever to
b give such advice, but this certainly does not solve the real ques-

L the peace and purity of their hearths and homes.’
ago, moreover, the *“ London Leader,” a publication the tone of
which was a long way above that ot average journalism, remerked
| in a personal notice of Lord. Shaftesbury that, at a time when

§ tion, — it proves only that it remains unsolved, most urgently,
. moreover, needing solution, — the question, viz.,, whether prosti-

tution, revolting us are many of its aspects, may not after all be

preventing evils still greater.  The physicians, morcover, do not
' stand alone. It was a woman, — not one of the male oppressors

of the sex, — and a woman, too, whosc purity of character and de-

- votion to the highest well-being of our race are as much beyond
| question as can be those of any of the projectors of the Woman’s
' League, who had the honesty and the courage openly to thank
- her unhappy sisters_for the great service they are rendering, even

if unconsciously, to the more happy of their sex by protecting
Some years

“he on /it to have been sowing his wild oats,” he was unhappily

b occupied in attending prayer-mectings and other similar effem-
inacies. This was to account, be it noted, for the want of vigor
| in the meatal constitution of the subject of the sketch. And if
B the scientific and literary world generally, to say nothing of the
: common herd of vulgar sinners. could be polled as to their real
L sentiments, one cannot doubt that a large majority would unite
g in the judgmeat that a man whe retaired ar absolute virginity
L up to the age of twenty must necessarily be a spooney.  Either
the physicians and the lcarned world generally are at sea utterly,
L or prostitution is a sheer necessity, not to human health merely,
but to the alequate development of man’s moral and intellec-
¥ tual nature. Evidently there is a question here towards the so
E lution of whizh statistics caniot do much.

There is an inevitable waste of labor, moreover, involved in
setiing out to prosccute investigations into a social pheromenon
of so gigantic proportions as this of prostitution, while simply ig-

§ noring the insurmountable obstacles placed in the way of such

investigations — and still more in the way of all real and radical
remedies -— by the theological doctrine, which still has a nominal
sway in our midst.  One who accepts that doct: ine in good faith,
and without arridre pensée, is in strict consistency bound to recog-
nize in the social conditions around him so many decrees of Di-
vine Providence, the proper attitude towards which is simply that




E of profuund submission and humble resignation.  Any attempt
to regulate hwnan affairs systematically ; to institute a geacral
. Human Providence over this planet of ours; to discover in fact
any radical remedy for the several ills to which our race is heir,
—is simply impious,  The only remedy for prosiitution fairly con-
sistent with the theological philosophy is that actuully in vogue,

= consisting in clforts personally to save some few of its victis.

- And hew efforts of this sort actually work we nced not look far
bilow the surface to see.  The desires and the Jemands of men
| being what they actually are; the economical conditions of soci-
ety remaining unchanged; the widely ramified social machinery
F for the supply of new victims remaining intact, — the subtrac-
' tion of come few of the actual victims musts needs amount prac-
- tically to very little beyond hurrying forward the fate of other
‘j victims, — those already past the Rubicen, and those on the way
- towards it.  Especially sceing that, of the social machinery for
- filling the maw of this bestial monster, the essentially exceptional
[ means expressly designed and deliberately contrived for abducting
L by force, or fraud, or both, more or less innocent women ;md,girls
' is only the smallest part,  In the extreme complication of human
affairs there are customs and habite, — even sentiments and ideas,
p — tending, and even expressly intended, to shicld female honor,
- virtue, and delicacy, which operate, nevertheless, so as to precip-
b itate individual women into the ever yawning abyss. But ihe
sum total of real good accomplished by this double process, —on
b the one hand an illusory, if not purely imaginary, salvation of vic-
tims already irrevocably lost, and on the other a real precipitation
of the fate of others, some of whom might be saved by wiser .reas-
ures, — seems to be a rather problematic quantity, even if the
b salvation of the converted victims be deemed as complete ard sat-
| isfactory as it is notoriously uncertain and shadowy. Tut this is
§ really the only remedy consistent with the theological morality.
The very investigation, moreover, of the problems involved in
- this odious social phenomenon ts precluded by the theological
- doctrine. A really serious and honest discassion of prostitution
necessarily opens up the whole question of the normal relation
~of the sexes.  But the theological morality has prejudged it al-
@ ready : the attempt to reopen it is itself an immorality. Upon
B its facile @ priord methed, it simply stigmatizes as sin all sexual

cvieny.

 intimacies ontside the coujugal bond.  God has forbidden them:
b that ends the matter, ch‘minly,‘ if the theological dogina were
 true, it would end the matter.  But it would be a most singularly
F unfortunate ending ; for it cxposes the moral sense, rarely apt
to be too ~nergetic, to the fatal shack of laoving a deadly sin pre-
BB scribed by the legolly authorized and <ocially recognized custo-
B dians of the pulidic health as the o nly possible resource against
L an exceptionally frichtful death.  And it is simply impossible
i tlat men should surmount a certain instinctive consciousness
@ (hat Lealt!s and sound morals cannot be in flat contradiction with
 each otisor, let the professed creed say what it will.  That which
 is absolutely necessary to life and bealth cannot be a deadly sin.
@ Either it is not a sin, or it is not a necessity. The priest and
 the physician come thus into positive antagonism : they give each
| other the lie direct.  But the day is gone by, now for a very long
E time past, and cortain moreover never to return, when the public,
t forced thus to choose between physician and priest, rejccting, at
f least so far as this question is concerned, whichever it does not
b accept, will really, and truly, and in its very heart, accept the au-
b thority of the priest, if, indeed, it ever really could have done so.

It is not suiprising, certainly, when we sce men like Spencer

§ and Tyndall, Darwin and Huxley, — men who can command so
 large a place in the public mind, and whose theoretical authority
is joyfully accepted by so large a proportion of the active minds
of to day, — coquetting with the decaying superstitions which they
¥ are occupied in irrevocably overthrowing, but which still retain
| arnong us a nominal supremacy, that a few women, of no matter
t how great intellectual superiority, but comparatively unknown,
 and with a task before them so vast and so little popular as that of
: the International Woman's League, should hesitate to place them-
| selves in dircct antagonism to the actually constituted churches.

But, if the time had not really come for the introduction of a

i new and higher morality, based upon a logical foundation much
§ more solid than that of theological fables profoundly discred-

ited among zll the really cultured classes, the discussion of

§ prostitation, with a view to any secricus ellort at its extinction,
were wholly and entirely premature.  If it is not premature, —
 and we may reasonably hope that it is not, —it is because the
 public faith in the ancient creeds is profoundly shaken. Moral-
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ity and religion are to find in this our day a new logical anchor-
age ground.  The various social relations will repose, in a fast
approaching future, vn a new ideal.  Fictitious solutions of the
various social and moral problems will be replaced by demon-
strable solutions.  And it is just for this reason, and for this
reason alone, that the programme of the International Woman's
League is really feasible, provided, of course, that in its working-
out sound methods are followed.

As an illustration of the insurmountable obstruction placed by
the theological morality in the way of all rational dealing with this
question of prostitution, rather than us «n indication of the really
positive solution, which lies in a totally difterent direction, the
attentinn of the reader is invited for one moment to the fact that,
wher a physician prescribes to his patient recourse to prostitu-
tion, he means simply that he must have the benefit (as he sup-
poses it to be) of a sexual intimacy. But the same physicians
who assert the necessity of a sexual intimacy for certain males
assurc us that they have female patients also rapidly graduating
for the madhouse and premature death solely for the want of this
same sexual intimacy. It is surely not absolutely inconceivable
that, with a social machinery a little less rickety and out of joint
than that we now have to put up with, some means or other might
be devised whereby, without compromising the interests of de-
corum and a real morality, these two classes of unfortunates,
standing thus, if our present medical theories are’to be trusted,
in deadly need f each other, might be brought together and en-
abled to supply cach other’s so tremendons necessities.  To cut
away thus from under so loathsome an institution as prostitution
the formidable plea of necessity would surely be one step gained.

But to the theological mind the proposition must seera an outrage ]

that ought to subject any one making it to condign punishment.
True enough, that same theological morality will pretend that

any such relations would be the same thing as prostitution after §

all: and it will have the support in such a view of coarse and bru-

tal natures, whose only conception of sexual morality is the se-

curity of the monopoly they claim in their own women as the
legitimate prey of their own lusts, none the less brutal, by the
bye, for being legitimized. It is curious io see how ferociously
moral the basest natures can become, on occasion, in the actually
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subsisting mental chaos! To a rational mind nothing can be
plainer than that among the theologically *sinful” intimacies
there are differences vast, immeasurable. There are intima-
cies and #ntimacies ) ay, and there is muarriage and marriage!
There are marriages which a really delicate moral sense will es-
teem infinitely baser, more impure, and in every way more wicked,
than whole clusses of extra-legal intimacies; and scme of these
intimacies that are immeasurably farther removed morally from
prostitution than are vast numbers of legal marriages.

It is clear enough that an isolated study of prostitution cannot
go far. It is the same indeed with all social questions. The
English have been studying the phenomenon of pauperism now
for many a long year with an abundant lack of result.  They are
a charming pair of twins, indeed, —these two social institutions,
Pauperism and Prostitution! The problems involved have, in
both cases, a positive solution ; but one that will never yield it-
self up to an isolated investigation. The two phenomena are
both destined to a final disappearance, but will never yield in the
slightest degree to a direct attack. The two are, moreover, inti-
mately interconnected : neither can be extirpated, nor even se-
riously diminished, the other remaining in vigor.

And, again, the existence of prostitution among us is certainly
not unconnected with the existence among us also of an idle and
wealthy class, a class of men without any recogrized social func-
tion,— without any thing to do, in fact, but to expend in its own
unregulated enjoyments a vast amount of the products of the so-
cial activity. Such a class naturally gravitates downwards, mor-
ally at all events, although with noble individual exceptions. It
exerts, moreover, a fatally depressing influence upon the mcral
tone of society generally. It will naturally enough be looked up
to at 12ast with envy, and be imitated, especially in its vices, none
the less for the envy. It makes vice fashionable, debauchery re-R
gardad as a siga of manhood. It is much, indeed, if human vir-3
tue, in all its forms, does not become, within the sphere of its
influence, a reproach and a by-word. It tends to degrade art,
to make of it a pander to the baser paskions, instead of that cul-§8
ture of the nobler senfiments which is its true function. Under}
its corrupting influence fashion puts on the airs of the courtesan,
finally even without a blush. Marriage loses its sacredness,)
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and becomes for large numbers only a legalized prostitution, in
which woman seils herself, not — like the more unfortunate, but
less contemptible — for a piece of bread, but for magnificent es-
tablishments, elegant cquipages, aud dazzling trousscaus.

Such a class may have been an economical necessity during
the purely spontaneous period of the social evciution. It was
at least inevitable in the gradual growth of our modern civiliza-
tion. But, if such a class is to remain permanently at one end
of the social scale, with pauperism at the other end, prostitution
also must remain eternally inevitable.

Society is not a mob. It is not a mere aggregate of uncon-
nected individual units. Nor is it a mere product of the will,
the caprice, the conventional agrecment, of such units. The
“Social Contract” myth has survived by many centuries its older
cousins, the Phaenix, the Mermaid, and the Basilisk ; but, in the
full daylight of positive scicence, it is certain to disappear with
the other hobgoblins of superstition, — metaphysical or theologi-
cal. Society is in reality a natural organism, and all social ques-
ticns thercfore are most intimately interconnected. It is the

non-recognition of this fact that, more than any thing else, viti-- '

ates the programme of this Woman'’s I.eague. No social phenom-
enon can be understood without a ¥Frowledge of the general
structure of the social organism, its nermal mode of existence,
and the laws of its progressive development. And it is a specially
fatal mistake to attempt to grapple with the question of prostitu-

tion, or with that of the social position of woman generally, while |

ignoring that which has been already accomplished in the direc-
tion of a positive social science. In the first place, it is indis-
pensable to note carefully the distinction clearly demonstrated
between the class of rich men out of work, the mere existence of
which is so inevitably demoralizing, and *he real capitalists who
actually do fulfill, well or ill, the functions of industrial direction
and financial administration. The latter have something to do,

and they do it. Their function is not recognized, it is true, as a §

social function ; but that is not their fault. It is the fault, on the
contrary, of the leaders and guides of public opinion, —a fault no
doubt inevitable until the discoveries of Comte. The function
being thus unrecognized, it is exercised without any of that social

responsibility rightfully attaching to it. But the fact of its ful-§
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fillment, aithough in this unrecognized, und therefore irresponsi-
ble, way, fur iishes for the ownership of the capital which consti-
tutes its indispensabic intrument a moral justification wan.dng
in the other case, irrespectively of all criticiem upon the modes K
by which it may hive been acquired. A purely parasitical class

is morally an excrescence.  The proper mede of its excision may

be, and is, » rather wide question; but it is much to knew just

where the social disease lies. .

That wealth has a social origin, and must have therefore a so-
cial destination, in whose hands soever it may be legally vested,
and however necessary may be its persoral appropriation, in view
even of this social destination, is a conception that will finally con-
quer for itself as uaiversal a recognition as the doctrine of the
double motion of the carth. Wit the demonstrations on whicn
it rests we have nothing to do here. The matter in hand now,
and for which the space available is none too ample, is simply
the indissoluble and complicated interconnection actually sub-
sisting between it and the double question of paupericm and
prostitution,

Now, the question of the normal relation of the two sexes is
plainly enough affected profoundly by this prior question of the
sociality at once of industry and of the wealth which is its pro-
duct. For, wealth being a social treasure, as thus asserted, it is
plainly chargeable morally with the adequate provisicn, within
the limits of real possibility, for all social needs.. Society needs
that all useful members be adequately sustained, and all their
real wants adequately provided tor. The doctrine of the sociality
of wealth practicully means, in fact, that the vast additions to
the collective wealth of mankind, resulting {rom the triumphs of
modern science and the practical arts under its guidance, not
merely in labor-saving inachinery, but also in that more perfect
organization of industry rendered possible by facilities of com-
munication and the spread of intelligence, should no longer be |
monopolized by a few, but shall be so administered as to secu e
to the whole of society the utmost possible degree of well-being
of all kinds. In our actual situation the merely material prog-
ress of society has become a curse instead of a blessing.  Labor- |
saving machinery only fills the lind with “ Tramps,” — the]
American name for pauper. And pauperism is a social plague
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(and a crime), in many respects more blighting than slavery it-
self. The invention of the steam-engine and especially the de-
velopment of the railway system result in piacing the whole iund
under the absolute domination of a small hand, of railway presi-
dents, whose procccdihgs weuld compare in various regards by
no means favorably with those of a gang of banditty.

True, positive social science presents this principle of the so-
ciality of industry and of capital essentially as a moral ideal,
based moreover upon irrefragable demorstrations, but in no sort
of way as a socialist scheme to be carvied into practical effect by
legislative authority, or looking to the civil power for =nforce-
went,  How far a moral principle, however clearly recognized as
resting on positive demonstration, may be capable of effectually
regulating practics _fe without legal enforcement may be fairly
cpen to discussion, and pechaps there may be much tn be said
on both sides,  Certriniy, nop itvist dreams that o mere senti-
ment, floatine vaguely in society, like the vulgar humanit.rian-
isms of to-duy, without any sort of organized authority, 1w ever
going to he ab'e alone “o grapple with questions enlisting on op-
posite siles seme of the fiereest of human passions.  But a real
conviction of positive duty is a dGifferent thing, especially when
provided with a social Grgan for its repiesentation and aunthori-
tative utterance.  Su. 1 a conviction would at least be one step
gained, and, if legislation were to be finally recessary in the reg-
vlation of sorcio-cconomical relations, a definie conviction as
to what is right and what is wrong in regard to such relations
must inevitably be its condition precedent, unless the legislation
is to be a dead letier.  Those whose conceptions of legislation
and jurisprudence are based upon knowledge, and not upon mere
wishes and blind passions, know well enough without being
“positivists,” that any legislation at variance with the moral

sentiment of the community has very small chance of enforce- )

ment, unless it happuns to have on its side the interests of some
powerful body of citizens.  And in our modern civilization, be-
come, as it is, a'most wholly industrial, — the military ¢lement be-
ing reduced to a purely subordinate #d/e, — the word power, nl is
only another name for rick.

But then, again, to muke still more cvident the impossibility
of merely legislative solutions of our modern problems, and the

| but still, after all, Man is, on the whole, a little bit higher in the

&
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absolute necessity of a new general education inaugurating a new

and higlier morality, a real justice te woman is impossible with- |

out the systematic recogn tion of what is at all events a demon-

strable fact, -— that the functions fulfilled by her, and which ure NS
y

the exclusive apanage of her sex, while actually fulfilled within
the bosom of the family, arc still social functions, in nowise
merely private and personal, and not only social functions, but
among the very highest and most important of these. This con-
sideration, however, especially as combined with the doctrine of
the sociality of wenlth, furnishes superabundant ground for the
principle of positive morality that it is the duty of man, even
collectively, when mecely domestic resources fail, to provide for
woman. Without the recognition and adequate fulfillment of this
demonstrable duty it is impossible that the supremely important
function of maternity she1d be surrounded by the protection in-
dispensable to its proper performance.  Yet it is upon this func-
tion of maternity that the real progress of society, especially the
highest kind of progress, ——that which consists in the improve-
ment of the ruce itself, — cssentially depends.  The duty of the
husband properly ‘o provide for his wife depends not at all, in the
purview of the only merality cupable of standing its ground in
this age of universal discussion, upon the low plane, so insulting
to the just dignity of woman, upon which vulgar opinion now
places it.” It is, on the contrary, @ duty whick he owes (o socicty.

There is, however, 10 one social condition which codperates
more cfficiently in the machinery for furnishing new victims to
this insatiable ogre, prostitution, than the utter confusion and
uncertainty prevailing in the public mind as to this duty of man
to provide for woman Tt is recognized after a fashion on our

| right hand, and on our left it is utterly ignored. And this un-
chrtninty places woman in a much worse position economi:ally

than she would be if she assumed the whole burden of her !
own support, provided she wonld repudiate marviage altogether.
But this she will not do, and ought not to do. There aie certain
features in our actual society, especially as regards the treat-
ment of woman by man, that tempt one at times to adopt the
Thugueee Religion, or accept the Messiahship of Mr. Ruskin ;

'

scale of existence than the Gorilla, and manifests, morcover,

.




109

tendencies towards still further progress.  For the sake of the
better future, the advent of which is, in spite of Black Crooks,
Black Fridays, and spiritual levitations, positively assured, wo-
man must still condescend ro perpetuate the race. And this one
fact dooms to utter sterility the attempted solution of the Woman'’s
Rizhts Movement, especially the Sorosis branch of it, with its
scheme for the salvatior »f the sex by business women. That
some of the victims of w g kept down in their fearful

.ally cast into the abyss, by
.1s tecrible fact that o girl can carn
more by one heur of prostitution than by a whole day, nay often
by a whole week, of hard labor, — may be true enough. DBut
“«husiness women " can do nothing to mend that matter.  So long
as human labor is degraded into an object of barter and sale, so
long as the blasphemies of the political economists about the
“Jabor market” are tolerated, the incvitable effect of woman’s
work is to reduce wages. It is, at a1l events, not masculine op-
pression that makes female wages so much lower than the wages

degradation, and som
force of sheer starvation,

of men.  Female employers pay women as little as male em-

ployers.  Many of the real causes of the low rate of female wa-

ges have often been pointed out, but the dominant causc is
generally overlooked ; vamely, the half-and-half recognition by ac-
tual opinion of the duty of man to provide for woman. Tt is the
competition of women in part provided for by theiv familics, and es-
pecially of wom-n having all their zecessities provided for,and who
work only for an extra ribbon for their bonnets, that brings down
often so ncarly to nothing the wages of others doomed to choose
between labor, prostitution, and Jdeath from starvation,
Whatever might be the case, therefore, with the questions of
pauperism and the normal relations between labor and capital, if
these were really susceptible of isolated treatment, there can be
no possible solution of the question of prostitution save in the
social installation of a higher, and much higher, moral idcal than

any now recognized. It must surely be plain enough already to |

every careful reader that the untrammcled indulgence of mas-
culine sexuality, and the wholesale sacrifice of women, are abso-

lutely one and the same thing. It would matter not a straw how M

much this masculine license were covered up under the mask of

a {freedom to be extended to both sexes alike. Nincty-nine out 3
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= of a hundred of the victims of prostitution are draggcd down to

their irrevocable ruin cven now with their own consent, gained by
deception it may be, but still gained. An absolute rape, outside
of the marriage bond at all events, is a very exceptional occur-
rence. Girls are only “seduced.”” And yet there are creatures

b in human form who will cry, “ And has not a man a right to all
L the love he can win?"” Love!

The ques'tion here, be it once more observed, is not one of
legislation, or any sort of interference by the civil magistrate.
Small help indeed can come to woman thence. Legality is one
thing, morality quite another; aind on no point perhaps is the
distinction more profoundiy important than on just this. The
moral discipline reeded here is one, if not to be absolutely self-
imposed, at least to be accepted voluntarily. It isa question of

b faith and morals; it is a question, therefore, for the Church, not
L for the State.  The interference of the civil law in any such ques-

tion is a usurpation, at once impertinent - nd corrupting. The
real wrong done to woman is the excess of sexuality in man; her
remedy is in her own hands. It will be, at all events, fiom the
moment she accepts the light of true science. For on moral
questions woman's voice is naturally supreme, and its supremacy
is compromised at this day only by being linked with worn-out
superstitions. The purely moral forces in society, of which the
supreme element is neither more nor less than feminine influence,
will acquire an energy in the steadily approaching future utterly
unknown in the past,—when, that is to say, they come to be
based upon a doctrine positivcly demonstrated, over which there

8 can rest no faintest shadow of an honest and reasonable deubt.

Theological fables are destined unquestionably to pass away
into oblivion. But were all moral restraint and ail moral dis-
cipline to pass away with them, farewell for ever to all real
emancipation for woman! How can she by any possibility be
adequately protected in her sublirie and quasi-divine social

| function of maternity without a stringent discipline of mascu-

line sexuality? It is here that the theological morality most fa-
tally makes default. Nearly all that that morality attempts to
do is to try to restrict sexual gratification to the limits of the con
jugal bond, within those limits not daring to attempt to curb it. §
But it is within the conjugal bond itself that restraint is most
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important. We need in fict an entirely new ideal of the mar-
riage relation. It ought to be no longer regarded as simply
destined to iegalize the sexual indulgence supposed to be so nec-
essary to masculine health. If any such necessity exists, it is
exceptional, not normal. 1t springs from our bare, unbeauteous,
sordid lives, with their low aims and brutally selfish greed. It
springs from the courtesan tricks of fashion, and the dcarth of
L noble msthetic satisfactions, It springs from the fierce fight to
‘which our practical life is degraded by the prevalent individual-
ism, and the utter non-recognition of that noble social codperation
which, ofter all, it does by its real nature constitute. It springs
from the universal coldness, ' irdness, dryness, — a natural resuit
of the actually prevailing chaes of thought and the utter absence
of tha* spirit of universal kindness, sympathy, and love, which wili
' be the as nautural concomitant of the normal Onencss in Faith
and Ideal. The true conception of marriage, on the contrary,
like that of all other social institutions, will represent it as des-
tined to the progressive perfection of the race; directly and im-
mediately the perfection of the two spouses by their nutual
reaction upon each other. Specifically, morcover, the normal
marriage has to surround the maternal function with every pos-
sible protection, moral as well as material. It demands of the
husband, therefore, profound respect for the initiative of the wife,
and teaches him to regard with horror, as a degrading brutality,
any attempt to impose upon her embraces undesired. He must
train himself to habitual chastity, which, instead of inflicting
upon him any injury, will really, in the prescnce of a deep and
sincere love, be in every way a source of vigor and.manliness.
The giving birth to a child is certainly a social function, than
which there is none of greater importance, unless indeed it be
the right education of the child afterwards.  Its real education,
morcever, it always gets from its mother, let who will give it mere

instruction. It is of the very last importance to socicty that this ] ‘
double function should be performed under iiie most favorable |

conditions possible. Among these conditions must certainly be

counted the abstinence of the husband from that excessive sexu-

ality for which conventional marriage is so often the cover, and
against which the Christian morality is dumb. ~ Surely, after hav-
ing taken so much pains, and accomplished results so decisive, in
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improving various animal and vegetable races, it is time -ve made
some serious systematic attcupts at the improvemen:. of cur
own race. And beyond question the first step must be to place
the mothers of the race in a situation to codprrate intelligently.
For improvement means one thing in relation to poultry or South-
downs, and quite another thing relatively to man.  Th lower
animals are modified, turred aside from ti.eir own normal devel-
opment, in view simply of certain human uses. The horse is
modified from his original type, not for the sake of the horse,
but for tlie sake of man. But the improvement of man him-
self is un integral improvement. It is not the turning aside
from his own nature into some abnormal, or even monstrous,
forms ; but, on the coutrary, the complete development of his
natural and spontancous progress. And it is well known to those
versed in the latest developments of science that the actual vivi-
fication of the germ in the mother’s womb is but one of the con-
ditions —and not by any means an all-dominant one, however
indispensahle — upon which depends the character of the organ- -
ization with which a child will be born.  And, however important
the subsequent training, it is unquestionably important also that
the organization upon which the training is to act should be the
most perfect possible.

A domestic morality based upon such considerations could
hardly be so impotent as that nominally prevailing to-day. Gen-
erations reared under its aegis would certainly be considerably
less apt for the social institution of prostitution than is that to
which we have the doubtful happiness of belonging.  As the new
morality begins to prevail, woman, during her pregnancy, wiil
be protected, not only against want, but against the mere dread
of want, as well as against all necessity for exhausting fatigue.
That this is economically quite possible, and more than possible,
is manifest at once as soor as it is considered that only purely
veluntary pregnancies are in question: among a population, more-
over, all of whom will have undergone the new and higher educa-
tion, culminating in a morality which, in the name of the grand
end, -— the developmernt and periection of our race, — places the
function o procreation uxder tie free and exclusive vesponsibiliiy
of the mother.

But of the socia’ function which woman really fulfils, the actu- §
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ally prevailing social and moral theories furnish no conception in
any wise sufficient.  No oae can very well avola recognizing that

every man existing, or that ever can exist, is physically a product

tly. of woman. We fail to consider, however, to how vast a degree
th- &8 woman is the educator, as well as physically the mother, of man.
ver In all the relations of life, not as mother only, but as sister, as
el B daughter, and especially 1s wife, woman is constantly reacting
is B upon man all through his life, deveioping his sentiments either
se, IR higher or lower, and in fact making him just what he is.  True,
m- the Christian morality, with its insulting treatment of woman,
ide T gives her no hint at all of the vast power for good or evil really
us, placed in her hands, and does nothing therefore te direct her to
his the trne and proper use of it. It is no wonder, therefore, and |4
se it is not in the least to be cast in the face of woman as in any [
Vi- & wisc a slur upon her wisdom and goodness, that she has never
‘n- recognized this vast power as a social trust to be employed for the
cer progress and perfection of our rice, but has, on the contrary, re-
- garded her power over man as the men of business have treated
int e their capital and skill, as the men of letters, and evenxthe artists
“E as well as the men of science, have treated their several gifts, —
he B simply as a means for their own personal aggrandizement. The
women, indeed, are incomparably less to blame than any of thes. |
ald Women have had in great degree a spontancous, although blind,
en- seatiment of their duties, and nobly done much excellent work
ly & in this direction. It is our childish moral system, and blind the-
to ologica! religion, that are almost alone to blame for any gener- B
ew ally prevailing female deficiencies.  These alone can account for
vill the strange madness which could suppose the substitution of any
.od TS sort of industrial operation for this sublime educative function au §&
ge. B “elevation of woman.” Oue expects such an appreciation, of §
le, course, from a pelitical economist; Lut it is surprising to see a
ely "’. woman so far deserted by her habitual good sense and intuitive §
re- g insight as to be 'n‘is‘.ed into imagining, ever so momentarily, that
ca- a human being is a product of less worth and dignity than a bale
ind of cotton!
the If, then, there is connected with the universal obligation on
/iy the part of man to provide for woman a voluntary renunciation |

of industrial careers on her part, — except, of course, In cases of §
special aptitude, —it is simply on the ground that the proper §
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' function of ~comar is far higher, both in social importance and
' in moral dagnity, than any of the
Woman's function is, in u word, the production of men.

functions of the industrial
sphere.
- And it 1s the whole sex that the positive morality suimmons to
the self-conscious and intelligent performance of this noble social
- function, the importance and the dignity of which are not sur-
| passed, nor even ciqualed, by any of those exceptional cuareers to
- which only a favored few of the sex can ever aspire. And if
these favored few are thus inspired by a resentment net at all
- appeased by ever so frank a recognition of the entive legitimacy
- of those exceptional destinations where the aptitudes actually
exist, we must endure that resentiment as we best.can. The fa-
B vored fow always scem to think-the dissemination of universal
wellbeing in some way an infringeraent of their rights. But
- while thus representing the perfection, and in some degree even
the enlargement, but especially the assured stability, of IToME as
the fundamenial condition at once of order and of vrogress, both
b social and moral, the new social doctrine also recognizes that wo-
f man has a second function in addition to the strictly domestic,
— as codperating, that is to say, in the formation of public opin-
jon. It recognizes a similar function in the working classes,
properly so called.  Sober reflection on the importance of such a
- function makes it plain how illusory would be any solution of the
| 1abLor problem that dealt only with its economical clements.  The
g force of public opinion, however, is by no means rightly appreci-
ated either as to the importance of its development, or as to its
possible efficiency when rightly developed, and when provided
with its legitimate means of expression.  The actual doing of the
B material work of the woild is an indispensable social function,
of course ; but it would be for ever liable to be cheated of its true
end, if there could not be evoked from among the general mass
of the citizens a powerful public opinion te control the general
course of its direction. The gencrality of views, however, and
generosity of sentiments, needed for this higher and finer func-
tion rarely exist in minds preocrupied with the thousand petty
~cares of administration,  The two prime clements, therefore, of
the public opinion of the future are nccessarily women and the
working classes.

Besides, when wealth is abused, it is women and the working-
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men who have to suffer the worst of the resulting evils. They
suffer aow. both the one and the other; and they so suffer he-
cause, in fnet, wealth is abused, grossly abused. Tt is in vain
that the cynical egoism prevailing in actual socicty, and which
finds ‘ts expression alike in the press and on the rostrum, turns
their complaints into ridicule; the deep dissatisiaction at all
events manifestly exists. It is destined to go on increasing, and
in no wise to die out. “ Equal Rights*" agitations »ud “ Labor
Reform ™ agitations may be equally impotent to effect any radi-
cal change, or any change at all perhaps. They suffice to man-
ifest the profound unrest They are powerless only because the
two social forces which they represent mistake the sphere in
which they can effectively act, and the remedies really adapted to
their wrones.  As soon as these two forces come mutually to un.
derstand e oh other, and to understand. also the natural laws of
the social organism of which they are in their own sphere supreme
clements, they will find, and society will find, that they are irresis-
tible. In the practical sphere they are necessarily subordinate;;
in the spiritual sphere they are normally the dominant forces.
Pructically they arve oppressed, insulted, trodden down, simply
throagh the metaphysical and theological superstitions to which
they still eling.  From the moment the light of positive scieace
reaches them, their final and definitive triumphs will begin.

But the influence which woman can exert upon public opinich
in the drawing-rcom is incomparably more powerful than that
whiclh she can wield from the platform.  Some women can com-

mand attention from public andiences @ to them the platform will §
always, and oughi always, to beopen.  But the influence thus tof

be wiclded is not specifically feminine.  In character, it does not

differ from that which can be exerted from the same position by 8

a man. Buta public opinion formed exclusively by the piatform,
even tempered and refined by the pulpit, — by a pulpit ever so
profoundly in harmony with the highest light of the age, — would

still be essentially deficient. Tt would be deficient in power, asy

well as in elevation, and especially in that sympathetic quality to
the importance of which the modern mind is so deplorably blind.
The corruntions of to-day are in great measure due to the wan

of feminine influence upon public opinion.  For, indeed, the gen
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uine feminine influcnce may be defined in one word as the s0-
cial conscience.

Such an influence must, however, in order o attain its proper
ends, be an enlightened influence. Positivism, indeed, as a social
movement, is all summed up in education. According to the
founder of the Positive Philosophy, all our modern problems have
but that one solution.  Education, at all events, is the one uni-
versal sadical solution.  There may be muny immediate meas-
ures which will accomplish from time to time alleviations of our
worst miserics, or even give a foretaste of the positive blessedness
awaiting inan in the future.  But ne immediate measures can be
radical ; no radical measures can be immediate.  And, morceover,
immediate measures can really do permanent good, and can even
escape being ultimately an intensification of our actual miscry,
only on cendition of being in full harmony with, and in the same
direction as, the radical.

The influcnce of woman upon public opinion, as exercised in
the drawing-room, is essentially the influence of the whole sex.
The positive conception of the family and of the social organiza-
tion tends to open the drawing-roem ultimately to the whole body
of the peop'= The pulpit and the platform can offer careers to
a very small number only, a peculiarly favored few, of cither sex,
— esoecially with our present educational organization, in which
the higher instruction is essentially the monopoly of the rich.
And this is the most unjust, by the bye, of all existing monopo-
lies. That which a healthy social state really demands is that
every wenan in the land shall have opened to her a sphere
wherein she can exert the utmost influence which, by her natu-
ral and acquired capacities, she is capable of exerting.  And the
proportion of women whose influence wonld be in the main 2
source of clevation—ay, and cven of enlightenment ——to the
other sex, i» incomnarably greater than is reckoned by the some-
what brutal appreciation actually prevalent in society.  Still
more will this be the case under the pe=itive system of education,
which will communicate to the whole Lody of the people, of buth §
sexes, the highest instruction and the highest culture,

How such a conception of the social destination of womarn
could ever Lave been imagined any sort of “ subjection,” it might |
be hard to tell.  One can only sce how the privileged classes of

\
\ . kS




el ‘ 7 3 . 4

s § ¥ .
Prostitution wi d the ezernational Woian's League. 417

almost all shades of opinion, and all sorts of creeds, and of both
sexes alike, may naturally resent so radical a popularization of
all real soctal benefits  Of what use is it to be rich or gifted
or a o uus, if ai: the poor, and the feeble nobodies, are to be as
well off as we are?”  Such a feeling is natural cnough, —as
natural, indeed, as the opposite fecling, that of social devoted-
ness and universal sympathy, — and, morcover, incaleulably more
prevalent. I such a resentment shows itself sometimes in inten-
ton il misrepresentation of the new faith, there is nothing i that
very sqrprising. Misapprchension is always casy enough with-
out the perverting influcnce of dislike.  Still it remains the fuct
that the positive doctrine can never have a decisive social preva-
lence nnless it be procured for it by the influence of woman,  Wo-
man alone can confer upon it its due practical sway. It can never
be attractive to the male sex. It requires a discipline of his strong-
est passions such as no theological religion ever dared to claim,
It has neither prestige nor supernatural rewards to offer in com-
pensation.  And if it does offer the working classes acliverance
from the very real oppressions they now have to suffer, their dem-
agosue leaders can casily keep them inignorance of it 5 aud, even
if they did not, some merely political and economical schemes for
their redemption would seem to them more certain to give relic!,
and be for many reasons much more acceptable. The fact that
no merely economical measures could permanently improve Jheir
situation without a personal improvement i, themselves, — with-
out in fact a higher education, —— will be long enough in making
itself recognized by them. No one can fairly appreciate culture,
unless he is already the subject of 3t at Teast in some degree ; and
meoral culture will only be alittle less distasteful o the mass of the
poor thun it is to therich. "The kind of satisfactions it promises,
or rather yiclds withort promising, can be appreciated only after
being alreaay experienced. The sacrifice demanded of men is
asked for only in the name of the freedom and dignity of woman.
and the permanont improvement of the human race to flow from
the just protection of her maternal and educative functions. A
{ew chividrous souls may be attracted to it on this very ground;
but the mass of men will casily find a thousand specious argu-
ments by which to excuse their rejection of a morality so far abuve
their habitual aspirations,

The Radiral Review.

True, the working men will have to find out in the lopg run
that there is no other solution of their side of the social questivn
that is really complete, and indeed no other that is not radically
chimerical.  But it may take a score or two more Purisian mas-
sacres of voorking men, ~apped by the still more infernal cruclty
of the odious caluminies which attribute to the victims the crimes
perpetrated by the cppressors, — the whole modera press, by the
bye, joining in the Satanic chorus, —and other similarly delight-
ful experiences, to open their eyes. But the iemale sex has noth-
ing o hinder the manifestation of its spentaneous aptitude te
appreciate, and cherish with enthusiasm, the new teachings, save
only its theological superstitions.  So far as woman can attaina
sufficient emancipation from these superstitions, witl_mut the
moral deterforation which is $0 apt to wait upon that emincipa-
tion, ber ardert acceptance is assured beforchand.

But toe influence of womnan even alone, vhen exerted in cosp-
eration with the irrefragable demonstrations of positive science,
would still be finally supreme.  Frostitution will ultimately disap-
pear ; but it can be only thionugh the gradual prevalence of the pos-
itive movality.  Every other solution is demonstrably chimerical.
Aside from this morality and an organized public opinion io
sustain it, there is only one conselation for the International

Yoman's League; and that is in the assurance of Mr. Herbert
Spencer that the evils resulting from the discases entailed upon
m~n by this institation of prostituiion have been exaggerated.
Pcrhaps this is true.  Exaggerations are common encugh in all
directions,  In the end, however, it wui be found that woman
will demand the total extinction of this institution as a veritable
“pest.”  And when she seriously makes the demand, under-
standingly, basing her demand upon the positive demoenstra-
tions of social and moral science, and with full purpose ard
detcrmination insists upon it, the demand will have to be
complicd with.

Hexry EDGER.




