PRACTICAL SOCIALISH IN GERMANY.

I

ERMANY, which is now considered the first power of
Europe, so far as military and political forces are
concerned, was, within the memory of men that have not
vet rcached the noonday of their life, hardly more than a
geographical term, or an aggregation of states, constitutiors,
laws, customs, and tendencies which nu mortal could hope
to understand, a chacs which ne common reasvun could hope to
B change into any thing like cosmus or respectable organization.
L It is well known that che popular revolution of 1838 at-
tempted this task, ard failed so completely. that even cxcellent
| men, prominently connected with the movement, are now in the
habit of smiling whenever they recount their early struggies for
German unity and poiitical progiess in their native country.
| It is known at the same time that “blood and iron,” as
| Prince Bismarck once called it by way of accidental allusion,
accomplished in 1864, in 1366, and in 1870, at a geometric ratio,
| what was considered, before his advent, a mere ideal and an

- idealistic dream ; although all Germany hud dreamed it ever

E since Barbarossa disappeared from the sight of man. sleeping,
% as a beoutiful legend expresses it, in the Kyffhiuser, while
{ Germany is powerless, but ready to retarn when his empire shall

g# revive and attain to its righteous destiny.

The propt-ecy has been realized. On the first day of 1871, all
' Germany, with the single exception of the German provinces

B under Austrian and Swiss sovereignty, to which might be added
® the Germans along the Russian Baltic up to St. Petersburg, and

| the millions of Germans scattered among foreign and distant
I rativns, was officially and coastitutionally united into the

German Empire; and eighteen days later the King of Prussia |
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assumed, at the =equest of ail German governments,—the laiter
led by the King of Bavaria-—the title, office, rank, and pre-
rogatives of an hereditary em;eror. Thus the sentiment, which
always longs to behold leaership personified, which believes
in Euv-opean leadership, 11nd up to that time had venerated

. the third Napoleon, tiansferred its feelings of mighty and

magnificent empire to the victor of Sedun, never doubting

B that tne peace of Lurcpe was henceforth depending upon
B the intcrests and intentions of Berlin. It is not useless to
say that such a feeling, hewrver general it may be, is not

| justified either in reason or iz political {acts ; and that Germany
W viewcd from withcu® is one thing, and viewed from within
B is another. Hence her greatest soldier, Count Moltke, sig-
B nificantlv toid the German Parliament that the new Empire,
| although a great fuct and a greater factor in the public polity of

Europe, was not much liked abroad, was still iess ioved,

- and would for ycars to come meet nothing but unfriendly
M 2nd hLostile considerations n foreign countries. This cenfession

was made during a Giscussion of the military budget, and yet

| teils but half the truth, in so far as it refers enly to the inter-

national. and not to the ‘aternal and demestic, state of Germany.
It is a singular fact, ye: crue beyond ali doubt, that Germany is

not a popular country, and that other nations admire it far
- less, and cppose it far more, than they did France and even

Italy or Spain, whilc these were the leaders of Europe. England,
on the cther hand, is psrhaps not much less disliked among
the people of the carth.

It woull he worthy of special investigation to ascertain the

B causes of this fact; all the more because it has great influence

uper the policy and particular progress of these Germanic em.

| prres.  England izight be supposed to be everywhere 2 messenger
- of peac: aud prosperity, chiefly through her commerce; and it §

might be expected that Germany would receive a fair amount of

' heartfelt homage and true devotion, since the rising minds of all
| nations aic Jocking to her universities to learn truth, and to her |
' literature to learn wisdom. Yet such is not the fact ; the foreign

student, th~ studious traveller, and the travelling resident re- §
mains, in the very heart of Germany and German culture. a cool

- and critical observer ; he thinks his francs, dollars, and guineas
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there spent a full equiralont of what he carries heme; he
remains a siranger to German life, and the domestic pohity of
Germany remains to kim a profound secret.—a mystery or some-

thing worse. This is to a certain extent due, perhaps, to the’g "
difficulty which alinost all foreigners experience ir merely learn-

ing the language of Germany. For such help as they receive
from the general grammar and dictionary is utterly inadequate,

and superior only to the little histories and handbooks that ,‘
pretend to explain the growth and cuiture of contemperary

Germany. With what amazement do Germans read ik scores
of outlandish books which undertake to explain the social state
of their country; anu how bewildered they are whenever they see
that their own attempts at cnlightening foreigners are neither
appreciated nor even enderstood, or rather not relished, because
they are not con:prehensible !

\Who knows the statistics of Germany? Who knows the Con
stitution of Germanyv? Who knows the secial organism of

Germany ?  What fereigner is not amazed, if he is told authori-

tatively that Germany is an industrial rather than an agricultural
countrv; and what American is not surprised, wnen he compares

the wromh of German towns with that of cities in the United §
States? What foreignicr doubts that the military establishment |
of Germany is her Sreatest calamity, and that her only salvation J
lies in the use of the ploush and the steam-engine, in the glories 1

of iurv trial and frec specch, in the government of the people by
the peopie themsclves, in the speedy separation of Church and
State, in local and provincial self-government, in the limitation

of the imperial prerogative, in the blessings of parliamentary S8

power; and in a general return from the sword to the quill, and
from the guill that writes metaphysical systeras to the more

inodern steel pen that writes good newspapers and practical]

wisdom, or to the golden pen that writes up cash books and
commercial ledgers in clephant foiic? No wonder that almost

every revclation of domestic Germany (as represented in ‘hejl

non-German press) should loc's ik « symptom of social disor-

ganization, and th.. ti:= majority of foreigners should lack faith §

in the destimes of the youthful Empire, if a minority at home

professes faicn wily-in that which ricans deep, radical, and
permanent change

/e Radical Revicw.

Such a revelation was the late parliamentary election. It is

B here proposed to discuss briefly a domestic movement which is §
@ plainly hostile to the Empire and to German society, and to

recount the counter-movement of the national government.  The

i movement of gencral society it is not necessary io describe in

. detail as long as it is firmly united with that of the government

B in all its departments, while the general conclusion may be safely
4 left to the thoughtful reader.

1L

While the Germans call it social-democracy, or democratic

b socialism, the movement here referred to may be described in one
word as socialism, perhaps as German socialism, although it is
L very difficult to see much substantial or any essential difference

' l between the socialist on the right bank of the Rhine and his §
4 progemtor and pro*-.ype who lives not very far from the left side }
of the German river. This movement is partly theoretical,
partly practical; the latter only being of general interest and,
| to Germany, of some imporfance. For there iz no doubt §
| that the Imperial Jovernment will have to fight what Vrince
B Bismarck calls the ra=d internationalists, now that the struggle
b with the black iniernationalists—the Jesuits, Papists, and

Romanists—is apparently "omm'r to an end satisfactory in
the opinion of German authorities. While it was necessary
in the memorable battle against Rome to distinguish carefully
betweern icgitimate theology and illegal political action on
the par. of the Roman bishops, between religion and civil
life, between Catholiz Christians :.nd un-Christian, revolutionary

 acts, there is no doubt that the socialis*s will have to be
| met #z fofo and as 2 unit, although they are divided into
@Rt 2 great many factions, schools, and parties, all of which fight
| each other about as much as they oppose the established
| government.  There is no doubt that the general associaticn of
German workingmen (der allgemeine deutsche Arbesterverein)
E does not wish to be mistaken for the party of social-democratic |
8 workingmen (dic sozialdemokratische Arbesterpartei); and it may |
| be readily-admitted-that most of the forty or fifty newspapers
L conducted in the 1merest of German sucialism utter different
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complaints, and pro; e difterent remedies, if they do not
preach o different kind of new zospell Nevertheless, it 1s sate
to considor them as substantiaily united, Loth theoreticall  and

i 1y, because they agres in their heshiity t)

sire as now organized @ theorctically, because they found
their destructive and constructive plans upon the same kind of
political and social philosophy. This philosophy, « . the other
hand. is nothing else than a mild and somewhat - ftencd re-

ccoduction of Freach thousht; of Cubetand sabeuf, ui St. Simon B8

and Fourier, of Louis Blinc, and, above all, of P. I. Proudhon.
It is not proposeid o realize all that these thinkers have dreamed
of, and st ;H tess to use all the methiods which they have proposed ;
but without ther, it is entirely safe to say, there would be no
such zorialism in Germacy os there is now: and he who has
mastered Proudhon and is able to meet him, has mastered and
may saizly face the socialisrr ol contemporary Germany. The
full evidence for so sweeping a statument as this,—an assertion
that wiil be assailed by most of the German socialists,—must be
reserved for another occasion. £ just amazement, however, may
he here ¢.pressed at the slender cortributions of German litera-
ture to secial puilusophy and poiitical economy, ii so far as these
sciences are rot metaphysical, but historical and ractical.  For

in this respect the German tiind has not been equal in fertility B

to either France or England. and the few names that are truly
eminent can be casily counted on the fingers. In fact, such men
as Roscher, now the leading name among Holitical econenuists
in Germany; Steir. the principal adversary of socialism; Schulze-
Delitzsch, the father of coopcrati\'c associatiow in Germany;
Lassalle, the chief agitator of the "ociali ; and NIax'x, the i
principal guide iu the warfare of “labor wamst capital,”—are §
solitary names, significant in their loneliness, ard vivid reminders §

of what might have been, if Germany had given to the interests

of the bodv walf as much attention as she has given to the mind |
and to more distant affairs.

Nevertheless, it must be said that the German socialists, if
they have mentallv and theoretically fallen short of their French |
models, have pr cmallv beer: much more circumspect, prudent,
and temperate. And this is greatly due to 1 large class of §
cultivated university teachers, who are giving their attention to §
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social and sconomic science, so-<called Kathedersozialister, —

many of them men who unite philosophic insight witli the most g
vivid feeling for the poor and struggling classes.  'hese modest |

men, most of them poor and struggling themselves, are usually
quite trustworthy in whatever they present ; they are maintaining
L at the same time the historic glories of all the great universities

of the European continert, in being the watchmen of truth and §

the chamgions of popular rights. For in Germany, perhaps more

| than in any other country, liberal learning, so arisiocratic in |§ ,
itself, has at ill times been in deep sympathy with the common pwe

people.

The eventful years in the history of practical socialism in |

Germany are 1848, 1863, 1871. and 1877,—the revolution,
Lassalle, the foundation of the Einpire, and the clection to

the third German Parliament. [n more senses than ~ne all ag
these periods are barcly preliminary, and the first great crisis can §

be expected to cccur only when Prince Bismarck, assisted by
L Count Eulenburg, shall vndertake a struggle similar to thut

B whick he has just carriel on with the help of Falk, the Prus- X

. sian minister of churches and schools, against the Roman
| establishment.
| Th~ central figure of Geiman socialism before 1848 is

Wilhelra Weitling, born in 1803 at Magdeburg, by profession a §

 tailor; who became acquainted with the new faith at Paris,
t and thence turned to Switzerland, in order to promulgate
aud expand his doctrines among the German mechanics of
| therepublic. While his “ Gospel for Poor Sinners™ ! was going
t through the press, he was arrested at Zurich in November, 1843,

[ an2 exiled in 1845. Later, he came to this country, and died §

| in comparative -obscurity. He excited great attention in
! Germany, particularly by his works entitled, “Guarantees of

| Harmoay and Liberty,’# and “ Humanity as it is, and as it B8
8 should be .”3 ’
. Precisely as Weitling received his impulses at Paris, so]
@ did the German revolution of 1848 criginate in the Frenchi
' capital,—a city without which modern Germany would lack some 3§

s * Das Evangdiuz: des armen Siinders,” Berne.
2% Garantien dev Harmonie und Fresheit,” Vivey, 1842,
3% Die Memschheit, wie sic izt und wie sie sein s0ilte,” second edition, Berne, 1845
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of its most valuable possessions. This statement will be dis-
tasteful to many German conservatives and t» the vast num-
ver of “ Fransosenfresser” that have flourished in Germany ever
since the t'me of the first Napolcon, and cuimirated in the late
Wolfgang Menzel. Nevertheless, it is true that Germany has
received more genuine goud from France than she has giver,
and that no German history is complete without frequen:
recurrence to French influcnces. This applies emphatically
to the revelution of 18;8,—a forerunner of 1866 and 1871,—
although it proved to be, for the time, a compiete and ruinous
failure. evertheless, modern Germany cannot be understood
without it, and it is a matter of regret that no adequate
history of it has as vet been written. The *fundamentgl rights
of the German peopie.” as then proclaimed by the representatives
of the popular delegates, are of historical interest, those referring
to the social status beinz as follows: 1, recognition of the full,

L free, and sacred rights in physical and mental property, includ-

ing the right to sell and divide estates, and the abolition of

8 foiced labor 2s cornected with real property; 2, the rights of

free labor, and the full utilization of all kinds of work, including

the ‘reedom of settlement throughout the couniry, the freedom
| of emigration, and the {reedom of peaceful coalition ; 3, absolute
b freedom of the common schools; 4, municipal self-government,
| with public discussions and regular budgets.! The progres: of
| socialism proper was very slight and insignificant ; but the agita-
| ticn by means of clubs, societies, and associations, most £ them

specially devoted to economic discussion, made immense progress

| and prepared the soil for the extraordinary activity of Ferdinand
Lassalle.” This remarkable man devoted himself to ithe problems
L of socialism for little more than two years only; yet so eminent
¥ are his talents, so prominent his services, and so important (he
E results of his life, that a, more careful notice of him is uwn-
i avoidable.:

1 S2e Havmn, “Dir deulsche Nationalversammiung,” (3 vols, Berlin and Frankfort,
1848-50), and Jirgens, * Geichichte des dewtschem Verfassumgswerks™ (2 vols,
Branswick, 18350-356).

210n Lassalle's life sce B. Becker, * Enrhiillumgen sder das tragische Lebemsende
Ferdinand Lassalles” and an exccedinciy spirited essay co the same subject by

. George Brandes, the latter just pablished.
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I

Ferdinanu Lassaille was bern April 11, 1825, at Breslay,

of wealthy parents (Jews), and first intended te succeed
his father as a merchant. He attended a classical school g
in his native city; in 1840 he went to Leipsic to visit the @

comraercial school there, but, after a year or two, decided

8. to devote himself to lav and philosophy. After due preparation |

under private tutors he vas admitted to the university of Breslau
in 1842, and two years laier he joined the university of the
- Prussian capital, chiefly attracted by the philosophy of Hegel,
. which was there cultivated by a nwaber of spirited men,
most of whom had been sitting under the great master himself.
Hinrichs and Hotho lectured upon art and @sthetics, Michelet
discoursed ethics, Gars tuught philosophical jurisprudence, and
- all of them followed strictly the methods of Hegtl's fundamenta’
. work,—his logic. From Beriin Lassalle went to Paris, where
E he became very intimate with Heine, who recommended him
- to Varnhagen von Ensc in the following terms :—

“My friend Lassalie, who will haad you this note, 15 a young man of the most

excellent talents.  With the most thorough learning, with vast and comprehensive |

information on all subjects, with extraordinary penetraticn, with an unusual wealth
§ of language, ke unites an energy ot wiil and a readiness of action that are simply
b astonisinng,” etc.  (See Bleine's letter to Vamhagen, January 3, 1845.)

B Lassalle was then twenty years old. A German poet, who
{ saw him but once at a concert, says of him,—

“He looked all defiance; but on his brow there rested such ensrgies as would
" Jomtify the expectation that he might conquer a throne.”

Even at this time, chiefly devoted to classical and trans-

cendental pursuits, Lassalle dressed like a dandy, lived in
r sumptuous apartments, and gave little dinner parties of the

| most exquisite character. Hi . leisure was devoted to a work in |

B two volumes, “Die Plilesophic Herakleitos des Dunkeln ves
R Epkesos,;” but it was prirtel o»nly in 1858, because its author got

| deeply entangled in on: of the causes célébres of the day. §
He had met in 72135 the Ccuntess Hatzfeldt, by birth a princess,

| then in litigadon with her husband on acceunt of some pro-

perty. The latter was suspected of an arrangement by which §

&%

cey rss
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his second son was to lose the benefit of an estate to the bar-

oness Meyendorff. Lassalle, already intimate with the prin- §
cess, and deeply interested in her petition for a divorce, tried B
to prevent the design cf the Count, and, with two gentlemen,

- waited upon the baroness at a hotel in Cologne to read the
t document in question. His friends managed to make away with 3

a casket containing the deed aad other valuables; and one
of them, a young lawyer, was punished for the crime, while
Oppenheim and Lassalle were fully acjwited. On the 11th

R of August, 1845, Lassalle defended himself before the court §
at Cologne in an oration, the iike of which a German jury is not

in the habit of hearing. Suddenly interrupting his defence, he

| said :—

“The family was silent; but it is written that the stones shall speak, if man

‘ ;_ be silent. Where ail the rights of man are offended, where the voice of consan-
f guinity is hushed, and a helpless being is deserted by all patural protectors,

there nises of justice thic first and last friend of man—man. My eve, gentlemen, har
always dwelt on questions of zeneral interest, and I might have paased before I used
all my tafents for the relief of an individual misfcrtune,~-before I interrupted my

| career for many years to come,—although it is heartrending to 2 gentleman whohasa
| beart himself, to sce a feliow-being that he belizves to be rue and noble perish
t without help by mere brute force in the midst of our civilization. But I saw
L general principles invelved in this particular affair. I knew that the princess |
| was sacrificed by her own rank; I knew that only the overwesning immorzhty
of 2 peer and millionaire could risk suck misdeeds, such out-:zes npon moral
I socicty.” (See Lassalle’s Perthedigungsrede of August 11, 1845.)

Shortly after Lassalle hod learned of the privations endured

b by the princess, he challenged the Count, and when the latter
ridjculed “thy Jewish imp,” Lassalle vowed revenge. Before
R thirty-six couris he appeared as the lady’s defender; nine years
| he prosecuted and persecuted th¢ Scunt, until at last a ~om-
B promise was forced upon him in April, 1854, by which the lady
@ received full possession of her princely fortune, while Lassalle,

j baving used up his income mainly in this suit, received an .

| annual stipend that enabled him to consult or!; kis tastes and

not his necessities. He published his work on Heraclitus, and
l!nmediatcly afterwards commenced his second and greatest |
literary work, * Das System der erworbenen Rechtz” (2 vol-

‘umes, Leipsic, 1851).




@

N
L2
S .

The Radical Review.
But he was frequently interrnpted in these theoreticai studies

@ fore some court in cases of political prosecution.
§ was arrested at Diisscldorf as one of the republican leacers in

L BB the ccvolution; the jury, however, acquitted him, although he §

- opened his defence with the confession that he vas a revolu-
S tioaist on principle ; yet, as a matter of practical expediency, he

B general, so as to be able to show him his inconsistency and

t ® ciple,” by adding that a man does not make his way *hrough
¢ SR Greek pnilosophy and Roman law, through all depariments

o history and political economy, tc put the burning torch
B into he bands of the mob; that he draws the foundations of
B law and equity from reason, while his opponents find it no-
E viuere but in the throat of the cannon. They have hundreds
¢ of guns and thousands of soldiers,—those are their rcasons, and
BB impressive ones such as everybody understands! The fight
ERRE ocainst these Lassalle could not uoadertake single-handed.

Rt ¥ =

uucongenial strata of society for help.  For

“ Flecsere sé negues Superos, Acheronta movebo.”

< b & D ptq
g v

4 B Lassalle died August 31, 1864; his connection with the
. A3 socialist movement commenced April 12, 1862, when he
delivered in Berlin, before a society of mechanics, an address

& the idea of the workingman’s estate’: He stated that during
BE the middle age real property was the exclusive basis of ali
- BRBMS rights; since the Feench revolution of 1780, capitai had taken its

by more practical duties, usually thuse of defending himself be- q
In 1848 he

B the impertinence of his prosecution. And, s if to make mockery |

e

h

¢ @ M would condescend to step down to the level of the artorney- |
c BT

h

t } complete, he interprets his dictum, “a revoluticnist on prin- §

BN Hence he tumed, reluctantiy it is safe to say, to the lower and §

 entitled, “ The special connection between the present age and |

' NUR place ; the revolution of 1848 wanted to make labor the sole basis

MR of political and social rights, because iabor is the only producer i
of values. The laboring class is not a iere estate, but represents §
the whole peopie, and therefore is entirely free {rom clannish g
sentiments. Hence, the commonwealth must ceuse to be a mere K

Aano
o der peg

{Zurich, 1863).

v lleber dem besomdornm Z.
der Jdec des Arbeitersianaes.”

Grtigen Grsciicnit periode wsil)

&
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. contrivance for the protection of life and property, and become
- an organism which shall enable its individual members to attain
to a degree of culture, power, and freedom which they could
never reach if left tu themselves. This little pamphlet brought
another suit upon Lim, but enable¢ him at the same time to ex-
' pand his doctrines before the court and in print; it caused uni-
8 ycrsal attention among the laboring classes, and became the first
B cospel of orthodox socialism in Germany. On May 24, 1863, the
B« General Association of German \Workingmen 1 was founded;
Lassalle was chosen its president for five years, and henceforth
B socialism was one of the active factors in the domestic polity of
. Germany. Up to that time Schulze-Delitzsch, a man of ex-
raordinary merits, had been the hero of the workingman, and
. of general value chiefly by the foundation of many hundreds
of cooperative shops, in which the poor could learn the im-
| portant ard useful lesson of legitimate self-help. Induced by
B other congresses of all kinds, such as had beeun the fashion in

9 Germany since 1348, it was proposed in the autumn of 1862

o have a general “congress of workmen.” While the prep-
I arations fo: this were going on, chiefly at Leipsic, where a
central committee was in session, and while Schulze-Delitzsch

| counselled moderation and caution, Lassalle delivered the
- oration already mentioned; the court brcught his name to
 the attention of the Leipsic committee, and Lassalle was
L at once requested to express his views upon their purpose,
| and to assist them in any way that he might deem best. He
| published an answer in 1863, and commenced at once a re-
8 markable series of agitations in Leipsic, Frankfort-on-the-Main,
B and other places; he produced an immediate rupture among
: the followers of Schulze-Delitzsch, published a number of his
| speechzs and essays, and was on the point of consolidating a
B vast army of socialists, when his life came to a sudden end. In
the summer of 1864, while at Rigi-Kaltbad, he met a young lady,
Helene von Dénniges, the daughter of a Bavarian diplomatist
k wwhom he had known in Berlin. The young lady was engaged
% tc be married to Baron Rakowitz, but snon consented to prefer
Lagsaile. Her parents objected ; Lassalle was-dismissed, and in

3 “ Der aligemeine deictsche Arbeiterverein.”
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consequence challenged the baron, who wounded him at the

first shot. The great agitator died three days later; the princess

Hatzfeldt took his body to Germany, and he was buried by |}

the side of his father in ihe Jewish cemetery of Breslau. But

B .is work lasted and has increased to the present day.

Iv.

Like all socialists, Lassalle is great and generally correct in 3

| his merciless critique of actual society and the economic theo-
rems popularly accepted as infallibly true. And if he does not

say any thing new, or superior to what Proudhon, Blanc. Mary, |

and Owen, have said before him, it is yet worth while to rea
his terse descriptions, and to learn from him how miserable
' is the life of a great many human beings to whom we are
| indebted for many of our comforts. His graphic accounts of
society, however, are as one-sided as his economic theories. The
- latter he states thus . — .

“The iron law of economy which, under the preseat system of demand and g

supply, determines the amount of wages, is this: all wages, on the average, are
. Limited by the amount required for mere existence and for propagation. The amount
required for existeice is different in: different localities. If Jabor gets a litle more,
the people are prosperous; they are poor, if it gets a little less.  The fact that labor

is paid to-day better than it was a hundred years ago does not prove that it is now g

paid sufficiently. In fact, it is underpaid as a result of the despotism exercised by

88 capital. Hence the laborer himself must own or contrel capital, if he waats to rise

from his slough of despair, or if he wants to get the full benefit of his work. The
' Dest way to make him a capitalist and independent is not to be found in the trades-

wmioe or in the cogperative store, but in productive associations, whose credit and |

F  capitzl is to be guaranteed by government. In orler te control governient, nothing
[ s required bat manhood suffrage, by means of which the laboring class will forthwith

RE obtain the majority in the le,islature.”

That these doctrines, particularly as presented by Lassalle,
an unusually forcible and elegant speaker, should prove at-
tractive' tc those whom he intended to benefif, is not very
wonderful. Did he not tell the workingmen in his very first

address (April 12, 1862) : “ You are the granite rock on which]
must be reared the church of the present day”? Nevertheless, §
he was not satisfied with his practical success. In 1864 hef

wrote to his plenipotentiary :—
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«1 am tired to death; I am overnorked, overburdened in the most terrible &
degree. The deep and painful disappointment, the gnawing, h.dden chagrin, which
the carelessness and apathy of the working class, taken as a whole, causes me, is too
mu.h even for me. Nevertheless, I shall not drop the standard as long as there is a
gleam of hope leit on the political horizon. Qur association now counts three
thousand members; that tells every thing. Who would have thought of such
f2;ntness and coldness? All this will not change until certain political events shall
hazppen that will stir up the masses. And they may happen before leng.  Till then
we must keep up as well as may be.”

These events did happen, and but a few months after Lassalle
had written the preceding lines. He was one of the very
few men in Germany who understood the full bearing of the
Danish war; who knew that the success of Prussia in Sleswick
was unquestionable ; that Austria then would be forced out of
the German Confederation ; that Prussia in consequence would
be the leader of Germany, and that Germany itself would
soon be firmly united. That the progress of these events
would bring th& much-coveted right of general suffragc was
a matter of course, and Lassalle firmly believed that that
was equal to a general control of government by the working-
man. His friends and fellowers agreed with him;: and
mathematical computation came to their full support. But |
the trouble is that a vote is not merely a mathemat- |
ical abstraction, -nd that voters have other qualities than
those appreciaied in arithmetic. Hence all socialists were
grievously disappointed when the constitution of the North-
German Confederation, proclaimed April 17, 1867, without any
hesitation established universal suffrage, and yet found itself jus-
tified in the expectation that even in this way a loyal and law-
abidinz mujority could Le obtained for the parliament. This grief
came to a public demonstration when the general committee of
the * sozialdemokratische Arbeiterpartei”’ then at Brunswick, is- 3
sued a manifesto on September §, 1870, immediately after the
battle of Sedan, by which a continuation of the war was to be
prevented. This manifesto, which proposed a general rise of
the working classes, was a direct answer to the republican @
declaration made the day before in Paris. The signers of
the manifesto_were promptly interned at Létzen, and serious &
inconvenience was prevented, although it is well known. that
most socialists in Germany agree with the French ultras
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much better than with their own government and with the
majority of their countrymen. Their hestility against Moltke,
Bismarck, and the Emperor,—against the Empire itself,—is as
evident as it is nefarious and treacherous.

The election for the third parliament,—each parliament

| lasting for three years,--too.: place January 10, 1877. The
B opposition during the first and second parliaments came in the

L niain from the Catholic party, technically known as the ““ centre,”

L and caused the eractment of a number of laws by which the %5
B national legislature can very well afford to be judged. The

'~ socialists had a few representatives from the beginning, and have
B now clected thirteen or fourteen, fifteen meinbers being required |
B for the proposal of a new bill. The parliament itself consists of §

' about four hundred members. That a handful of sociaiists cannot
§ do much among such a number is quite evident: the evidence
| hecoraes absolute if the quality of the membes is taken into
-~ consideration, or if the debates are read in which the socialists
. take part. Their party, however, cannot be lefi entirely un-
B Considered, even if the German parliameat 2id 1ts constituency
should do what it is entirely unwilling to do,—let things go
. as they please.

For the late election the Empire was divided into three

L hundred and ninety-seven electoral districts, in which there were
L 8,523,446 registered voters.
L sixty per ~ent went to the polls, the opposition appearing in
- unusual strength, while the socialists appeared in full force.
. The opposition polled the followiny votes :—

Of these, however, only about

The Centre {Catholics,) 1,368,820
The Party of Progress, 447,599
The Socialists, 350952
The Polcs, 198,412 -
The Particularists, 137,757
‘The opposition in full, 2 504,840
This, howeve:, is not an opposition in the English or

American sense; 4. e. a conservative opposition which means 3§
to support the constitution, and ‘s mercly opposcd to the actual 38
administration. It is ultimately a revolutionary party. which §
detests the existing laws and institutions and would willingly

e
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substitute any other goevernment. The Catholics sympathize
with Rome, the Progressists with democracy, the Sccialists with
the revolution, the Poles and Particularists with the irrev-
ocable past. The leader of the centre is \Windthorst; of the
Progressists, Virchow, besides Duncker and Schulze-Delitzsch.
Among the Socialists are Hasenclever, who sits for Berlin,
although he is a resident of Leipsic, where he publishes a
socialist newspaper ; Fritsche, a cigar-maker, sits also for Ber-
lin ; but their real leader, as tar as they admit of leadership,
is Ferdinand August Bebel. He was born at Cologne in 1849,
is a turner by trade, resides at Leipsic, the principal seat of
German socialism, and has becn a member of every German
parliament. He grows more radical as he grows older, a fact
not common among German socialisis, and was at one time
quite intimate with Karl Marx, the president of the Inter-
pationalists. He has been frequently imprisoned, once on
account of high treason, together with his friend Liebknecht;
but he always gets reélected, this time by the capital of Saxony,
although the popular party opposed him most bitterly. While
the Catholics usually corntrol Bavaria, the Socialists are par-
ticularly strong in tho great cities, including Berlin, which thus
far was considered the exclusive property of the Progressists.
Out of one hundred votes cast in Dresden—

The Conservatives had 23
The Liberals, 24
- The Progressists, 14
The Socialists, 39

Hamburg barely escaped electing any but Socialists. The
‘atter, therefore, are in great glee, and their nearest friends and
allies, the Progressists, are correspondingly depressed, as they
have geaerally lost what the admirers of Lassalle have gained.
There is now a mi.cment on foot to consolidate the whole
opposition, ard the world may hear, befois long ~f a union
between the Catholics and the Socialists. They e already
voted together in two or three districts, and, should they iorm
an alliance, the Particularists would at once jcin them, the
Progressists could not stay away from them, and the rest of the
anti-Bismarck men, as they call themselves sometimes, would
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naturally gravitate into the great party. WVhile this would

be the greatest calamity to the Einpire, it is reasonable to|

suppose, either that the union will not be formed, or that
it will become a less revolutionary opposition, or that it will

; be crushed by a loyal majority. The latter can be expected

with great confidence. The supporters of the Empire polled the
i following vote on the tenth of January last :—

The National Liberals, 1,742,591
The Imperialists, 375:523
The Conservatives, 339950

The Government in full, 2,477,974

. These figures seem to give a majority to the opposition : | :.
k the majori.y of the members, however, is loyal in its support |
g not only of the Empire, but also of the actual administration,

' the most important members of which. in tais connection,

B are Prirce Bismarck, Falk, and Count Eulenburg. It must

. be remembered also that nearly forty voters out of every
hundred,—in all over three million and five hundred thousand,
8 —have stayed away fron: the polls, and that most of these
# .re liberals or conservatives, both of them supporting the
i government. Even in the great cities a change for the betier
| may be expected, as soon as the voters will do their duty. In Ber-
§ lin there voted only eighty thousand eight hundred and thirty-vine

I8 out of oni= hundred and fifty-three thousaad three hundred and |

ninetyv-nine registered, or lcss than forty-seven per cent. Many
membess of the opposition will also be driven into more loyal
affiliations, if the organization of the Empire or of Germarn
society should be endangered. The Emperor, therefore, used
the following language in his address from the throne, when
he opened the third parliament on February 22:— -

®You wiil agree with me in not sharing the apprehension that a revival of trade
might be prevented by a lack of confidence in the future security of our lawiul
weiivoiona,  The organization of the Empire and the sound sense of the Gennan
peopie form a strong protection against the dangers that wmight issuc from the
attempss of anarchy against the security and systematic 2zvelopment of our lawful

Practical Soctalism in Germany.

V.

If the socialism of contemporary Germany may be defined

L theoretically as communism and jolidarity in production, while
E all consumption is to take place mainly in families, and prac-
L tically as an attempt to promote the aood of the laboring classes §
at the expense of the lonrgeorsie and at the risk of social and
political organization as now existing, the Empire defines its own
} object as “ the protection of the whole Empire, of all its domestic
B laws, and the promotion of civil welfare among the German
L people” (see the introduction of the German Constitution).
| Hence the central government differs from that of the United
| States by having all the power and sovereignty which is not
| specially given to the individual States or to the people at large ;
B while in this countrv the people of the codrdinate and semi-
B sovereign States are supposed to retain whatever they have not
| specially delegated and transferred to the federal authorities.
L Or, in other words, the orzans of the political estate in this
B country are. first the people, secondly the nationai governrient
B and the coirdinate States ; while in Germany the imperial gov-
B ernment 15 the principal seat of power, law, and order, and the

people at large are of subordinate importance, in philoscphic

theory. The question—which theory be the better—of course

admits of no solution. But it is very plain that in Germany the |

law and its administration is of vastly greater importance than |
L in the Upited States, because vastly more is depending upon it
I and much more material included in its domain. In America,
| moreover, the lawmaker merely expresses the average sentiment
| of the people, while ir Germany the whole organism of civil
@ society is, more or less, the result and effzct of statute law.
| Hence it is possible in America, though by no means probable, §
| that socialism and communism will come to be a great power
without coming to any conflict with the laws of the land; while

in Germany there must be a struggle between the two as soon

L as socialism becomes enough of a reality te indicate that it has
? not been provided for by the legislature. Consequently the law-
. makers can but choose one of two things: either to make @ I
| priori laws, and to compel the people into obedience until they &
turn rebellious and revolutionary ; or to make d postersori laws g
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| shows that they have elected the latter method, and that they
have been so successful as to make a revolution on the part of §
| socialists a practical impossibility.
| German laws over Roman impeitinencies, a possible conflict |
| between the German Empire and the followers of Lassalle would §

. be absolutely ruinous to the latter.
i usuzily given them beforc they ask for it, and the imaginary
. blows which they strike at the Empire usually turn out to be a
. strike in the air, misspent force, or a blow ar themselves. ILas-
f salle asked for universal suffrage; it was intioduced a few years
L later, iong hefore the great mass of laborers knew what it meant.
- He asked for free labor; labor was soon so {ree that almost all &
the small shops disappeared, because they could not comipete &8
He demanded that the State should §
specially help the workingman ; the State has provided for him
- so well that he has hardly any thing to do but to sell his labor as
| dearly as possible. The only thing left undone by the State, and
yet demanded by Lassalle, is the supply of capital to the work- @

i with the larger ones.

. with the distribution of property in Germany will show that the

§" a minotty, but by a majority of the voters under the present
| system ot universal suffrage. lHence even a general revolution SRS
W of the socialists would be disastrous to nobody hut thernselves, S
i and nothing is really left them but to make the most cf society
| as now constituted. It is not difficult to show this both from the §

laws and the tax-books of Germany.

The Radical Revictw.
that shall fit the people as they actually are. A very limited
acquaintance with the acts of the German parlioments sufficiently

In fact, after the victory of

Whatever they need is

ingman; and that will have to be done by parliament, not,

however, out of the coffers of government, for taey are cither
| empty or already engaged, but out of the pockets of the bourgeois
§ into those of the laborer. The question, then, might ultimately §

become one of votes; and in that case a very slender acquaintance }

greater part of the aggragate we.’!th in Germany is held, not by

It is a singular fact how generally the poor overrate the wealth '

b of those whom they think rich, and how frequently this mistake iy
J is made by Germans particularly by German socialists. The
' largest tax-payer in Prussia is Krupp of Essen, and he paid

last year only eighty-four thousand six hundred marks, or, roughly
speaking, twenty thousand doilars; next to him comes a tax-
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paver in the goverr ment of Oppeln with seventy thousand two
hundred mark=; the thir! lives in the government of Wiesbaden
and pays sixty-eight thousand eight hundred marks. The great-
est tax-paver in Berlin pavs forty-five thousand marks. But 2l
these, down to the men who pay a thousand per annum, are
solitary and exceptional ins*ances, while the real bydget is made
up of contributions less t'ian 1 hiundred doilars each, and 6,369,-
856 out of 24,832,784 persous paid pothing at all: 2,177,806 of
these were unmarried people, while the otbers lived in families.
Besides this, all branches of the government an:! admiristration

M sre conducted with such rigorous economy, ate so full oi culture,

talent, and honesty, as to preclude any competition between
private business and "public service; and for years to come th-
people at large will reccive more than they give,—wiil be benefited
by the gcovernment much more than they could benefit them
selves, as Lassalle expresses it. Hence there is very much lesc
difference between Bismarck, the statesman, Lassalle, the agi-
tator, and Hegel, the thinker, than the partisar. of any or all of
them is ready to allow. It is interesting to notice this in those
laws that are of special interest to the socialist.

The third article of the German Constitution defines and
confers citizenship in so liberal & way as to make the same
laws of America look rather ungenerous: every German citizen
has in every German State the same privileges as a native,
which is not cqually true in the United States. The act of
November 1, 1867, permits the people to live and settle
anywhere within the boundaries of the Empire, to acquire
and hold rea! property, and to engage in any trade whatever.
It is well-known that in this country a man always loses certain
political privileges for a time, if he merely moves from ane ward
of a city to another. The act of May 13, 1870, prevents double
taxation by regulating the law of domicile in such a way as
to domicile any servant of the State where he happens to re.
side officially, and people without a home at the place where
they happen to be present. It is interesting to compare
this with the f-equent journeys of gentlemen officially in Wash
ington, in ca<es of natioqjal elections. The act of June 1, 1870
compels every State to confer full citizenship, including the
right of active and passive election, nader conditions the most



retain more polzu:nl po“er than they do in the Unitec
The act of June 7, 1371, makes the owners of railways, factornts,

and mines responsible for a great many injuries to their em-M

ploy ees and customers for which they are not responsible in_the
United States. The act of November 14, 1867, protects all
mortgzges to a liberal extent against foreclosure,—an act of

incalculable benefit to the large class among the poor wholg
wish to acquire real property. The actr of June 21, 1860,|
protects all wages against attachment, unless actually earnedj

and not cailed for at the regular day of payment. The act
of May™~4, 1868, permits any kind of marriage. except between

ve'y near relatives. The act of June 21, 1869, in tine, regulates]§
all mechanical tradeg and professions, riways with porticular |
kindness to the poor, the ignorant, and ih‘.\struoaiing. This |l

important law, while under discussion, ruealca in a strikin
manner the sentiments of the government, the liberal party, ihe
progressists, and the socialists. The party of progress de-

manded absolute liberty aiter the heart of Adam Smith andj

Ricardo, but was easily shown that a policy of ladsses aire
would surrender all the weak to the pleaswre of the strong,
and therefore was incompatible with the poiicy of the Empire,
which intended to help a!l classes alike. The socialists announced

a formal war of labor against capital, but were promptly tcld ’
that their distinction between labor and capital was simply}

ignorance and self-deception. They complained that modern
machinery had enslaved the laborer, but were easily shown that
macaiiery makes labor literally free by performing an enoncu
amount of wurk which previous!y had to be done by force o

muscle. Thev waated to have a nornal worfing day, but wereg
informed that day-labor had been supplanted hy piece-labor, andgs

that their reouest, consequently, was a return to the irrevocable
past. One speaker explained to the socialists the legitimate con
sequences of their crude theories and the inevitable results ofi
their practica! demands. The accumulation of capital and rent
was shown to be a moral act, and this moral agency

proved to urderlie all trades as much as land is the basiy

v
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of farming. Hence war against either labor or capital is a war

against moral civilization. Therefore, should a war come such
as the socialists wish, the rich will become poor, if their enemies
be victorious, and the poor will not become rich, if they are
the victors themseives.

The narrow limits of the preseat article forbid a detailed
account of the later acts. Tt will do itself justice, if it merely
points out the various factors which combine, on one side, to §
make the socialism of Germany a hopeful and important enter-
prise, and, on the other side, to make its partisan movements §
all vain and futile.

C. W. ERNST.






