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THE WORSHIP OF MAMHON,

. Thou raisest up thy servants
. Thyself to'magnify, ~
But those in lowly.: §
Thcu givest scanty rations;
.- Far driven from thy presence,
Thou hearest no humble cry.

‘Thine own elect thou lovest,
All power to them thou givest,
* ‘Thy charity-is lavish
= To those who 1ieed it not;
But poor and hungry sjnners
May seek in vain for dinpers—
Thou’st -made them no provision,
Their names not in thy pot! .

We know that we’re elected,
We're very much respected, -
We thank thee very meekly
No wolf knocks at our door.
No ghosts of shame nor sorrow,
No fears of dread tomorrow,
No gloomy phantoms casting
Their shadows orr our floor.
= [Aside.]
. Beneath this towering steeple, -
- All these thy ‘chtsew people
T Selected for thy serviee,
 Or sing or pray or snore, *
_ I'll never vex nor fease them,
~ But always preach..to please thém;
= My salary’s twenty thousand—
.+~ I'd like five thousand more.
-+ No rude, plebeia nkey, o
Not even gilt-edged flunkeys, -
.~ Can come within these precincts— .
.~ These pews are all 5o pure! - .
~-It is most right and.fittin,
-+ A thousand:dollar sitting

Should throw a hedge about us,
Our divinity secure:

- Our loves are all adjusted,
1f not they’re easily busted—
' Divorce and marriage charges
~ Are merely bagatelles!
It only costs a trifle
“The pigeons’ nests to rifle;
We play with hearis and diamonds,
Our toys are pearls and belles.

_ A fig for tender feelings!
We want our honest stealings,
Insisting on the privilege
To utilize our own,”
Whatever’s bought for money,
From honor down to haney,
Belongs to him who buys it—
The right is cleacly shown,

Our peace is made with Mammon;
We know tis only gammon,
But we must do things decent,
Theugh ’tis a deuced bore, -
. We want a priest, we hire him; =
' U fire him,
Pieatys
score,

One of our choicest features -
Is bribing legislatures;
Wedo it indirectly—

.- The people don’t su:pect,
The Solons get their money,
The people think it funny

With all tbeir careful fixing
Protection don’t protect,

Our God is cold and stolid,
- But then he’s good and solid
(Gold yields to no affection),
Of conscience he’s bereft.
The wires we pull with cupning,
Our lines are always running,
Who will may stand the shortage—
Be sure we don’t get left.

THE MAELSTROM.

. THE concentration of riches in the hands
of the few,makes themarrogant, and makes a

| purposeless life for millions of poor people,

The few rich are constantly working for the
reprimands of the poor. - Woe to the rich,
said Christ! There is not gnough riches to be
aequired without the horrible spoil and op-
pression of the masses. It fs the force of. the
waves to ascend towards a point and later on
to descend to different directions,- =~
The blind protection accorded: to special
privileges, the ways and means of acquisition
of wealth, produces and. maintains those un
measurable anomalies.  And from these in-

{iquities result all the social evils, The honor

can net be suppressed in 4 -body, subjected-
to excessive and persistent- privations.” It
cannot be supported-in his self-consciousress,

_Ito endure all the unjustified  iniquities and|

inequalities.  The dignity of man claims his
share of shadow under the sun. -
That is whére it comes from, this under-
current, the groaning struggle for equal rights
to all and special privileges to none. Tt isan
irresistable revolutionary movement, which
torments all the civilized nations towards the
sweeping hurricane for final justice. Ivery-

1 thing goes toward this great problem, just as

all the waters of the séa run toward the mael-
strom.

What remedy, what means of . preservaion
are we looking for, at this time, in advancing
to the goal of the catastrophe, that we are al-
ready in the shadow of, as all horrible events
indicate ' :

New means of production necessitate new
ways of distribution, and it is useless for the
swallowers of the old' fashioned ideas to see
a radical remedy without steering into three

eat G’s, namely, Greed, God and Govern-

A, KLEMENCIE

. FREE VS, STATE ¢0-OPERATION,

Tue Coming: Nation, a Nationalist organ, -
in an article headed “Co-operation Notes,”

makes the remark: “Sentiment should be
cultivated, for upon it depends the social
pleasure. But economic success (meaning
of a co-operative colony) depends not upon
sentiment, but upon business principles—ex-
acting obedience.” Business principles—
what does it mean? “The laying aside of all’
sentiment, of all-that is high, noble and nat-
ural in man; to take.advantage of your fel-
low man’s necessities, to rob, to cheat, to
defraud, as long as you stay within the paie
of the law; to get.the best of your fellow man
whenever and wherever you can—— that is
business; that puts the hardpajitt:stony ex-
pression on the faces of business men. Ex-
acting obedience—to have no will ot my
own, to be simply a cog in a wealth produc-
ing machine. These are the allurements
held out to men to join a co-operative colo-
ny. Now I for my part prefer to take my
chances in the outside world, where I can
make a fool of myself whenever I want to;
where I can give'way to my sentiments and
let business principles. go to the dogs. Of
course” I will-remain- poor, but what of it?
The pleasure of helping a poor fellow out of
a tight fix, the happiness’ a person derives
from making others happy,cannot be counted
in’gold;~it makes him forget. a whole lot of
disagreeable features in our present society.

And then, exacting obedience — why, if a




o~ ‘trouble, b

25 = 5 - z . - T4
manwill practice business principles and be

“an exact, obedient- slave of his masters, he
~can and will achieve economical success with.
out joining a co-operative colony. -
. —0—
1 HowLD, that such a.colony will never be a
su ccess in the fullest sense ofthe word, which
“includes happiness, because the main factor
of it is Jacking, and that is, freedom. |
. The convict; condemned to a life sentence}
in the penitentiary, has the assurance, that
his material wants will be satisfied; tie will

ot suffer from hunger, cold or from the cur-
" railment of the few priviliges granted him, as

Jong as he renderd exacting obedience, but

. lacking freedom, he will use the first opportu

nity presented to him, to leave this assurance
behind him, and re-enter a society, where he

" has at least some freedom; though the fulfill- |

ment of big warits are not guaranteed to him.

Every_living being.abhors restraint; catch
a bird, ‘put him in a'cage, give hith all the
food he needs, he will not be content, but as.
soon as a meansof escape is presented to him,
he will use it and fly from his prison.

What does it matter, if I have a' .voice in
choosing a master, whom I must rende}' ex-
acting obedience, or if he is chosen without
my consent, I will be his servant, his slave,
in both cases; N E

.._.o__

I éra that co-operation will not be a suc-
cess in every respect, until the overthrow of
‘the present society, because until then the
main element of success is lacking, and  this
seems to me is, freedom of association. The

“writer has, some years ago, been a- member

“~.of a co-operative colony in Central America.

We had no laws or :bylaws, no officers, but

* the majority of the members of - the colony

were not congenial to-me, although-1 : could
ot fail to_see the advantages of co-operative
labor, 1 seceded to be free, not to be com-
pelled to work and live  with people  with
whom Idid not harmonize. I consider that

. the main reason for the failure of these isola-

‘ted colonies. In order to receive the benefits
of co operation, you' must associate - with
poeple, with,whom you probably do not har-
monise. Whenever the present restrictions
. have fallen away, when all men are free to do
as they please, people-who sympathize with
each other, will by their natural  affinity be
drawn together, and happiness, which we
have pursued so long, will then be within our
reach, : :
EzEkIEL SLABS,

Then and Now.

IN the old feudal days; in the “‘dark ages” " you
know, when the working people were simple and ig-
norant, they buill castles to protect and énter(ain
some noble, knight or lord, and got rohbed for their
pains,  Since that time we see how the haman farhi-
ly has progressed. " Seejus now in the embers of the
X'IX. century, We"tax ourselves for the money,
give it to contractors,and then go and build armories
in all the cities and fit em up and fill'em full of guns

" them used-to murder ourselvesi: . O, we've made
“.great strides-in intelligence since thé dark dgesl—
[Coming  Nation - ’

_ " Intellectnal advancinents have been made but “the
superstition “of ‘government still vemrins; there’s the
ik g

ﬂ;le;[ Wayland, .

and.dynamite and wait - for the time to come to have.

more kheavily'upon the

EDUCATION.

As a critic, looking into human institutions
to discern their origin-and purpose, I will be -
cbliged to depict the present methods of ed-
ucation, as they are, their- object, *and- the
reasons for their existence. Then will follow
an inquiry into the nature and correct func-
tion of educatior and its scope in the devel-
opment of the individual. <

Modern education, as our present mode [
instruction is commonly called, is admirably
suited to the present commercial and~eco-
nomic relations, and is equally inadequate
and stifling to the higher intellectual and
spiritual attainments. We are accustomed

to-hearing our wonderful civilization lauded

and praised as though it were the acme of
perfection. Our system of instruction comes-
in for a goodly share of this laudation, while
in reality it is as inadequate to supply -the
needs of those hungering for true education
as the odor from a soup kettle is-unable. to
satisfy the cravings of one famishing for
physical nourishment. S

Our present educational institutions are
sadly lacking in, and in many respects utterly
devoid of, the ability to fulfill their promises
to patrons in that outdrawingyor unfoldment
of latent possibilities; for education means the
drawing out and development of those pow-
ers and faculties which need arousing from
the dormant into the dynamic mode before
they can be of utility to their possessor.”
_ At the present time we hear much con-
cerning “higher education,” “commercial ed-.
ucation” - and the ‘*education of women;”
and soon, all of  which terms- are the o
growth=of our constant- endeavor.to. adjust

‘ourselves to the transitory conditions we'live

in. In fact our present so-called educational
institutions are the logical outgrowth-of --our
présent economsical and social arrangments.
Just in proportion as the increase in the strugr
gle for subsistence on one side, and the glori-
fication of our present cutthroat commercial:
ism on the other grow apace; systems and
methods are ever so.as to conform thereto.
Generation after generation has.come  tip-
on the scene of human existence, ‘and, find-
ing;the opportunities for living as their parents
had done before them™ gone forever, - have
been forced to live as prevalent - conditions
made possible, regardless of whether. they
desired so to live or not.. |
Institutions for “higher education” -have
grown up, where the sons—and of late the:
daughters—of the wealthy are systematically
unfitted for any practical participation: in the
everyday affairs of life, and although thé grad-
uates from these institutions hkave become
quite numerous, their “education” ‘does not
make them any more fit for life on this plan-
et, nor does it add :one iota to the sum:of
human advancement or happiness;: .~~~
The professions are overcrowded- and the
competition amongst- professional:men is al*
most as -great as amongst laborers:and: ‘me-
chanics: P RD eaWon et
Commercial colleges, institutions - where
the principles of business, that is,: wheré the
taking advantage of another’s -misfortune -in
order to-gain for self; are. taught; have beer
establishéd; and as the -pressure
opportunities - and unjust condition:

.| boy who would othetwise have been a me-

chanic or a farmer, and who would have been-
happy while driving his plane or following his
plow, has iaken a course of training in the
commercial college and is a small merchant
with the lines of -care upon his brow and a
look of anxiety.in his eye, or else he is a clerk
in some store at small wages andno hope of
ever rising much above his. present level in
society. Far better would it have been could
he have felt secure and sure of a living and a
just reward. for his labor, and could, therefore
‘have pursued. the study-of such subjects as
he most desired; thus bringing him the joy of
.a contented mind and the happiness of aful-
filled desire, than for him thus to spend his
time in studies.and occupations which brixg,
rather, discomfort and the disappointment of
misapplied energy. Look into the face of
aluiost any one you meet and it does not
take a physiognomist to see the effects of a
false education, .Year by year the lives of
the young and promising are blighted by this
fatal error. Thousands who, with proper
educational advantages, would have grown
into noble men and women, are warped into
mere caricatures of what they might have
been, and the possibility of much that was
once attainable-is-gone forever. )

So, too, the insecurity ‘which the present
coiditions breed has materially lessened the
number of marriages, and many a girl who
would have been glad to preside over a
household and contribute her share toward
stocking the world with a race of superior
people, is-driven to learn' many of the occu-
 pations and trades formerly followed by men
only;:and so they go to commercial-college,

tand having learned to keep a set of hooks,
{go_forth to battle with the world for their
daily bread. Thus men-are crowded out of -

the occupations for which these girls -have
been-fitted, and the ever increasing number
of unemployed still more reduces the security
against want, and marriage and home buijld-
ing diminish in proportion. Don’t under-
stand e to deuny the right of women to earn

their own living in such manner as thsy may

deem best, for I recognize woman’s equal

right with man in all the various affairs and

relations of life. But it is a shame on our
modern civilization and education that any

training which fits her for the drudgery -of

eight or ten hours in an office over a type-
writer, or twelve to fourteen hours- behind a
candy counter, is counted of greater worth to
her than an education that fits her for the
care of a home and makes it a pleasure for
‘her to behold nice loaves of bread of her own
making, bright, rosy chitd#t-of her own:rear-
ing, and a iwell ordered house of her own
keeping. - To_know how to do these things
‘is the higher education.in the true sense.
With the proper education” of both sexes
will- come an -alteration in domestic affairs

“fthat will free- woman from drudgery and

‘make it possible for her to.cultivate all her
faculties to the fullest extent. ’

- So, .in-fact, nearly all education, sc-called,
| at the present time, has but.one of two ends
in view: that of making the student compe- -

-tent to carry torwdrd the exploitation of la-
‘bor in the form of business‘and enterprise,or

fying-~him
ible

.- In all “this there is no

of the spiritual,  Even our -

to-fill the place .of an .

r the cultivatien of the ethical or.



- theologlcal seminaries and schools ﬁt then
graduates for-thé occupancy . of pulpits ‘and
grand and wealthy churches, and - usually
succeed _in stifling . whatever of the hu-

- maue and sympathetic, for the suﬂ'ermgs of

the down trodden; .the young aspirent ‘may

have when he enters upon his-course oftheo

logical instruction.. = .

But of all the m!sapp‘led energy in ‘educa-
tional lines, military training is the worst.
The cruel; vmdxcfwe, savage and utterly in-
'.consnderate and indifferent in = man, is thus
-_drawn out and. developed: -Boys are taught
~ that murder, if carried on scxentlﬁcally and
- by wholesale, is grand and glorious. Sisher-
dination and unquestioning  obedience  are
“inculcated, and the self-respect 'and self-de-

pendence, 50 essential to true - manhood, are
‘completely stifled,while the brutal and slavish
faculties are. (,ultlvated Dethronement - of
one’s own judgment and the unquestioning
obedience of anotner,ls the highest perfection
~in-military training, - Despite these “facts,
which are so obvious as to be undeniable,
nearly all the ‘educational institutions —fe
male institutions excepted—under the con-
trol of the various cchurches have military
training as one .of their main features,-and

- there .is a proposxtlon on foot now to make

-military- training a part- ‘of the common

-school education, ” A ‘more monstrous pro-

position; one more calculated to prepare the

“world for rapine; bloodshed, chaos-and .pan-

demomum would be hard toi

ial affairs. 'I‘he
atforms in our

: g ‘men in thelr or-
gamzanons,.the contributions'to-modern - lif
erature, the novei with- the flood
literature,
which is d‘.lugmg whole Chnstxan world;
all these, and many other means not enur-
erated, are helpmg on a work of education
more far- rﬂachmq in its ultimates, more pow-
_erful and potent.in present influences than
any one dare estimate. ~-And thus true édu-
cation goes on - despite the stultifying influ-
—-ences of our recog and: presumably
,thoroughly ‘established educational. institu
~tions. I say “presumably,” ’ becauseI con-
- sider our present-educational ifstituti
temporary,-as.are “all_the other institutions
_with which we are today surrounded—insti-
tutions which are the logical “outgrowth -of
revious and’ exnstmg condmons, which must
om their very nature’ give before the
of ‘modcm th ught, Whlch ‘the (m
nized:” i

itutions
ransuory, £ ey are;.

cultivated

of therrace; unsuited to true education -and
the attainment by each of such knowlege or
mental development as they are best quali
fied to attain, or most desire. At present
education, as it is called, is based- upon au-
thority. Natural selection; the will of the
child and its natural aptitude for certain stu-
dies ot occupanonswarv not taken into con-
sideration.

The graded school system that is now es-
tablished in all our towns and cities is a fair
sample of this tendency. The directors fix
a course of study for children and grade the
children according to their advancement in
the stufiies thus arranged.  No matter how

some especial studies, unless he or she can
‘pass the prescribed examination in all those
studies, they are kept back and not allowed
to progress in those studies-which they take
the most interest-in ‘and learn most edsily.
‘This tends 4o reduce all children-to an aver-
age or uniform mental development, thus
tending to a fixed popular mental status,
necessarily preventing much originality of
thought, invention or other departure from
the arbitrary average thus established.

A correct system of education- must be
founded upon natural selection,®hat is, the
aptitude of the child for certain mental and
physlcal exercise and development; in de-
termining what studies and -occupations are
to be persued, as has been already stated,
education consists of the drawing out and
development into dynamic force the latent
powers: of the person educated. . A full and

jc| complete education requires -2 lifetime of
“{studyand experience, and in the oncoming
| saciety, -

in  which no one "will ever fear
° | that he or she; or theirs, will ever go hungry
or cold, but wherin the most absolute security

| will prevall no one will ever have *‘finished”

hg or her education while yet alive.

- The fear of want removed and the surity
of dbundance as well established as the com.
ing of spring and _fall; the “fierce struggle for
subsistence having given way to a united, co-
‘operative- exploitation. of nature for man’s
benefit; the honrs of labor per day, and the
drudgery of common labor having been re-
duced to the minimum by the rational use of
machinery, the people.of the future society

-will practice a full and complete education;

the higher and enobling faculties will be
co-ordinately and  thoroughly;
the full roundéd form, far more beautiful
than any we see to day, will'be but the out-
ward expression of the developed and beauti-
ful character within, Music, poetry, art; the
love of the beautiful, and the dcvelupment ot
the spiritual, will become common to all,
and every child born into the world will ﬁnd
before it the possibility . .of acquiring knowl-

ledge and developing its faculties to the full

extent of .its capacity. Any educatiou short
of this is partial and does not admit of the

|full spiritual growth for which each and evety

one is fitted and has an inborn and constant
desire.  So let us carry forward the work of
true education, and do all within our power
to usher -in “the good time a-coming” when:
‘education will mean, rot mental stuffing and
servitude, but the development of all that is
grand, noble and ‘lovable i ifi the human race.-
The foregomg is an extract from a lecture delivered

that-
well because they are inadequate fo the needs

by Henry Addis, before lh- First Sprmtual Socletv
of this- cny. .

bright a student may be in .general or in

THE SIMON-GORBEIT CHARTER.

ITis an old maxim that, When thieves fall cut
honest men get their dues. We are disposed to think
it true, for we learned by listening to Mr, Kerns at
the mass meeting held on the east side last Saturday
evening, that the Corbet-Simon chaiter was shown
to the executive board of the Committee of One Hun-
dred, among: whoin was Corbett, Scott, Strong and
others. He went on to say that S\rong and Simon fell
out-abeut soue- mankwhose Tame T have forgotten,
but not over the charter. ~ By'no means, You see,
reader, Mr. Strong knowing of the corruption of the
charter_got back at Simon by making it known to
the dear people in a mass meeting, and asked their
support in his efforts to defeat it, Vousee, if he had
not had this side fight with Simon he would have
kept silent as the grave o the main issue—the char-
ter,  Be we fools'not to see this little game? If in
the future he wants the trust of the people and calls
attention to the time that he bearded the lion in his
den, meaning Simon, who, lion like in his nature,
springs upon his prey (the people) and devours the
lambs before they are aware of their danger—Simons
den meaning the executive board of the Commitiee
of One Hundred, that surrounds him; such as Sott,
Corbett and others, Think you they have had Strong

stripe? No, my friends! Birds of a feather flock to-
gether. Evidently Mr. Kerns is one of the same
birds. We will - call them owls, for I believe they
come together at night (because their deeds are evil)
and plot their damnable schemes against the people.
And the biggest-hoo-hoo-hoo-er of them all sifs up in
not his own but his innstcrs tower halooing, “‘Hoo-
‘hao-hoo! ;what canl dop Anything, Lord, will do
to, bamboozle the people.” Saying, ““There was no-
body at the massmeeting but a lot of crazy populists
and Coxy armyites. Mind me, Harvey, the people
are getting in touch with each other and will keep an
eye on you and your crowd, and everyone of you
who comes with his tale of woe of your evil doing
while we know it.. We are inclined to think that jt
would take a months reincarnation to cleanse them
from you and your crowd’s contamination., Mr.
Kerns, one of your birds of the same feather, tried
to convince “‘the dear good people’” how kind it was
of Mr. Simon to make the new charter which would
save the city. so much by authorizing the water com-
muiee to construct power plants at’ the M(. Tabor
and City Park reservoirs to generate clectricity for
189 Arc lamps, When Mr. Teasdale called out and
asked him who the city water works belonged to he
answered, “To'me and to you, if you pay taxes!”
This is the same old-song and they have sung it loud
and long to the dear, good, lamb-like people. Many
of them believe that unless lhey raperty holders
they have no taxes to pay. I'or (mg
and think, and don’t surrender your rights so easily
when they won’t even give you credit for it, Don’t
let them have “your life’s blood so easily. Suppose
all the tenants in the city should form a unjon and
refuse to pay rent. Where.in the name of common )
sense and reason would they get their taxes from.
Ves reﬁder, it matters not whether you occupy a five
cent bunk or a one hundred dollar rented residence,
you pay the taxes; insurance and interest on money
invested, and if we.tenants in order to-convince: our
fandlords that we 6 nay the taxes should do such a
thing, the police, the militia, and if necessary, the -
whole force. ab Vance)uvet would be ‘called out against
i “and- we svnﬂZ{_ have the same powers we have '
kept up, by paymg taxes, turned against us, and
if Martin Quinn -was™ aur governor he ‘would see it

‘was executed Jndging from whal he - seud inan open )

oo~

on that executive board had he not been of the same

s sake wake up =~




ok

- imeeting. of the Academy of Socialism last Friday
- evening. He would, had he been governor of New
York, he declared, have.carried out the law, during
the Brooklyn strikie even if he would have had to
shoo'i the strikers down. Law more sacred than life!
- When _\vl;ll;people “learn that a thing they create is
not as great ds themselves, -The thing created is not
as great as the creator, . Now there is'such*apeculiar
law net in existence that lets all the whales through
and.only catches the minnows. Now don’t you think
it is about‘time to .destroy.the net, and bave it as

- God intended it from the first whsn he said it is not

well for man to be ‘alone, dand he made him a help-
maté—gwdman.ﬂ'\’e’s,{frierids_, it is zbout time to have
- the brains ds well a5 the hands of woman in making
* anet, so large and so stmng, that we may.hold these
big fish_ that are swollowing the little fish on dry
land" till dead, and then .take their cursed carcasses
to_fertilize  the soil, giving back to mother earth
and her children what they have robbed them of,
Sk = Mary E. SQUIRE,

- Snatehed from the Burming!
The Central Labor Council of this city, last week
passed a resolution, uphetding the ballot as the only
remedy for present social evils, and concluding as
~ follows: :
- ‘“Whereas, A half-dozen so-called aparchists, pos-
ing as_laborers, but *whose labor, in fact, consists
chiefly in jawbone, would abolish government, law
and pfd_er in any form, and institute anarchy and dis-
order, - including the ‘abolition of marriage and the
sacredness of home; therefore be it
‘‘Resolved, ‘That we hereby emphasize the fact to
a!l men, that the various labor organizations of this
city hold in equal contempt the men who would ex-
ploit the labor of others: through- the forms of unjust
laws ov senseless anarchy.” -~ - ,
~One can hardly believe.that “*‘a half-Jozen anarch-
ists,”” somewherein the uhiverse, who ““woeld destroy
government,” could seare-a’ bady of such numbers
and valor as the' Centfal Labor Council boasts ifself
to be, and the “‘wherefore” of this resolution is a lit-
le obscure, - ‘It is: rumored, however, that the indi-
vidual who intraduced it had, by an indiscreet utter-
- ance, placed himself in a compremising position, and
took this means of - righting himself before -the
cclmncxl. It is to be hoped' his ‘reclamation is com-
plete,. g -

SPRCIAL ANNOUNCEMENT. .

THE publication of THE FIREBRND is undertaken
by a voluntary association of a_number of persons of
radical ideas, in this city; they agreeing to furnish*‘co-
py’-and see that the printer gets something for his
labor. In this association are no constitution, rules,
olﬁce’fs, priviliges, duties or dues. It is a free associ-.
ation,” THE F'IREBRAND has not even an editor, in
the ordinary sense. No person is- vested, with the
power to exclude those ideas which do not agree with
his own: We do not believe in a censorship. We have
aimed to establish an untramnelled press. . - -

The perons interested in this venture, are of very
limited means — working people — and few in num-
ber. Therefore we appeal to all who see in it an op-

- portunity to further the great cause of human free-
“-dom-and happiness, not only to become subscribers,
but donate what money they can toward . increasing
thie circulation by free distribution, Such persons as
do this will be regarded as members of the associa-
tion, on an equal footing with every other member;
and we asswe them there will be “neither incentive
* nor opportunity (o trim_their literary contributions to
~fit any-person’s ideal, oo N
. All' moniss
colums;: =i sttt s L e
- 8% We will:accept anything we can use, in the
way of eatables, wearables, fuel and work, in lien of
- _money for “subscriptions. . Present lack of means
need not interfere with'any one who wants-the paper;
your ward is perfectly good—seénd in your name,
b s T R The COMMITTEE:

received will be accounted for in these

- = —
Futility of Organization and Leadersiiip.
NOTHING is easier than the manipulation

of large bodies -of men by a few. knowing

ones. The mass is without plans and -for the
most part without object. These things are
left to the “leaders”. It is only necessary for
the leaders to cut and dry their plans and

“spring” them at the proper moment. It

may be necessary to “fix” a few individuals;

but there are always those who are only too
willing to be fixed. )

It is for these reasons that I have no faith
in “organization”. To be sure, I realize the
benefits arising from association and co-op-
eration. But herein is just where the Gfganiza-
tion generally fails. It sets up a machine
that can be, and always is, operated by the
few, and.invites the sharp fellows.to turn the
crank. In the first place there is drawn up
and adopted a constitation and laws which
assume that the body is in possession of all
possible ‘knowledge upon the given subject;
establishes a dead line, infact, beyond which
there is to be no progress. The organization
becomes at once conservative.
machinery is set in motion and there appears
a‘}']ead and a tail to the concern; in other
words, inequality is established. For those
in authority are possessed of influences, pow-
ers and privilegés denied to the mass. If
there is anything to be gained by these offices
—and there is oftenr-money and always dis-
tinction and an opportunity to further per-
sonal ideas as against opposing-ideas and to
use the organization to further personal ends
—the man who has an‘axe to’ grind will get
the office, -« v -7 L Ar T s <

Ample illustration of these points will be
found in organizations that have for their ob-
ject the betterment. of the conditions of the
working people. - There is war and rumors
of war between the different societies because
one cannot admit that the other’s ideas ang
methods are superior or even equal to its
own; and the right of propagation would be
denied the other if possible. Upon this
spirit of intolerance, in fact, depends all sect-
arianism, clannishness, and nearly ail organi-
zation. o

Two ‘“leaders” recently turned down by
their respective orders, have generally been
given credit of being honest, great-souled,
philanthropic - men.  But real- character
comes out in-adversity. Since the retire-
ment of these parties it is becoming appar-
ent that their only interest in the organiz-
ations which have decided to transfer their
titles, authority and salaries to others, is a
disorganizing interest. Thus we know that
all these years they have sought, not the
public good, but their own ends..

When an assembly of the Knights of La-
bor was forming in Portland recently, one of
those shallow-pated busy-bodies that infest
all sorts of gatherings and try to make them-
selves prominent on all sorts of occasions,
objected to the presence of an avowed anar-
chist, whose sincere” purpose it -was to - join
the assembly; and who had been, in fact, for

ideas of his ~fellow workers and impart his
convictions inreturn.  He was asked: by, the
person in charge. of the meeting as to his an-
archistic views and readily admitted the fact,

{!He was asked to vacatz,” Hehad

stepped-

The political |

‘years a Knight, in "order to. profit by the|-

| beyon the K. 6f L. deadline and they had "

no use for him: -
“But,” says some one, “the Knights of La-

i bor have "done much good—they have set

thousands of-people-to thinking.” Very well.
Idon’t at all object to the order “starting”
people to thinking; my objection is to their
attempting to stop them at a certain limit.
When the dead-line has been reached the
thinker must.either stop or get out and go on
alone! In a free association this would not
be the case,. A free association would com-
bine: all-the goed-qualities and avoid all or
nearly all of their common wrongs and abus-
es. I love not association the less, but free-
dom the more. ;

Let us change the cry, “Organize, agitate,
educate,™to “Associate, agitate, investigate.”

J. H. MorRris.

ATTENTION!!

“Solidarity” is authority for the statement that R.
Hamon, 19 King Edward Street, Islington, London,
England, desires information from all anarchists on
thg following points, for use in a scientific work: .

1 Why are you a Communist.and Anarchist?

2 By what means did you become one? .

3 What is your age, profession and birthplace?
4 Do you see any disadvantage in speaking with
sincerity. ’

It cannot do any harm and may result: in much
good; let all comrades respond. - ’

THE Fust Spiritual Sociéty mects sunday at the
G. A. R, Halij, First & Tailor sts. Conference at 11_
A. M, Progressive Lyceum at 12,30. Lecture and
tests at 8.45. P. M. '

First Secular Church meets  at Central Labor
Council* Hall: Sunday school 12:30; lecture 7:45

‘p. m., every Sunday.

_Mt. Hood Assembly K. of L. holds open meetings *
on'the second and ‘fourth Thursdays of - each month .,
at 7:30 p. m. in Central Labor Council Hall. Dis-.

<cussion of labor- topics, free to all. -

Acadamy of Socialism meets every Friday evening
at Central Labor Council Hall, cor. First and Stark
ts. Lecture followed by free discussion on social

_questions,

Central Labor Council meets every Sunday at
2:30 p. m. at their hall, Union Block, First and
Stark treets. Publics discussson. All are inviled.

Reform Books.

Wherefore Investigating Committee. By
Lois Waisbroker. - This new is a book and strong
story. It presents the labor and land question
in an entertaining and instructive manner. No
one can read it without benefit. Price 50 cts.

Labor as Mouey. By John O. Yeiser.. Thisisa
new work on the money guestion, outlining a new,
just and practical yggjrey« system, without gold or
silver, elastic enough to meet all demands of the
people.  Price 50 cts. ’

Coin’s Finaneial School. By W. H. Hrvey, is
the best book on the silver question ever published.
Price 50 cts. 5

Why Government at all?, A philosophical ex-
amination of the principles of human government, .
involving a consideration of the principles and
purposes of human association. By W. H. Van
Ornum.. .I2mo., 368 pages, half leather, red
‘edges, $1.50; paper, 50 cents, .

News from Nowhsre; or an Epoch of Rest. An*

~ ideal pictire of the coming society, by Wm. Mor-

* ris, Englands greatest poet. All that ave interested

in social questions should read this book. —Price

~-BOCEE 1o e : ; iR o
We carry all the latest reform literaturé;hoth papers

and books. ~ We also call the attention to onr- circu-

lating “library, -where all standard works can be

found; .

W, B Jones, 201 Alder St., Portland, Or,






