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ON PICKET DUTY
Whatever the reader of this issue of Liberty may
negleet, he must not fail to read the open fetter of
Viddiir Kovolenko to a Russian State Councillor,
It~ o terrible docament, and should command uni-
virsal attention.

Before publishing any new books, it is advisable to
pront nes editions of sonwe that have deopped oui of
priot. Besides = Mutual Banking,™ T now fuave new
cditionsy from new plates of ZolCs o Modern Mar
e T and Badeoek's osbaoves to Duty™ Morcever,

prices of these pamphictss as well as of sonwe
Gk '~ ia;l\t f)vrll l'mhl(‘u?.

The Anarchist stickersy devisad and produaced by
My, Byington, are a highly useful addition to the
Anerchistic propaganda, and are being used wore and
mo-e widely, No form of agitation can be conducted
as cheasly as thise and the variets of the stickers
themselves as well as the variety of parposes to which
they can be applicd offer the widest opportunity for
intelligent diserimination. Undoubtedly the best
method is to place them on letters and other mail pack-
ages. If a thousand people in the United States

: . . #
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+ ould persistently nsc them, much fruitful seed would
be planted. and 1 urge ail sympathizers to join me in
their use.  The terns on which Tropply the stickers
may be found in the advertising pages. It has been
decided by the post-ofiice department that their at-
trehment to mail packagos is not against the law,
Some weeks ago I sent an vmployee to a postal station
in this city to have some pareels rated. The parecls
hore stickers.  The clerk at the stamp window read
them attentively, scemed much outraged. put imperti-
neat questions to my employee, and then. after con-
sultation with the station superintendent, rejected the
parcels as non-mailable.  The particular sticker that
cransed this exeitement reads as follows: = Consider-
g what a nuisance the government i<, the man who
savs we cannot got 7id of it must he ealled o confirned
pessimist.”™  The next day T ealled on the superinten-
dent myself, presenting for mailing a pareel bearing
the sticker: * Whatever readly useful thing gosern-
ment does for men, they would do for themselves if
there was no government.”™  The superintendent told
me with great peliteness that he saw no reason why
this should not pass through the mails. Then T
handed him the lower three vows of a sheet of stickers
(the upper two rows out of the five that make a shecet
being used by me but little cor mail purposes), and
asked him to rule which ot the fifteen stickers com-
prised in these three rows are unmailable,  He decided
that all could pass, save three, which he considered
doubtful: that packages on which any of these three
were placed would be detained by him till he could
gct a ruling on them from his superior.  One of the
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three was that first quoted above. The two others
read as follows: * Government regularly enforees its
commands by the threat of violence; and goverument
often commands things which it is ridiculous and out-
rageous to enforce by such a threat ™5 and, = At al-
most every point of history government has been
tound to be the greatest scandal in the world. Why?
And when anythiing else has been extremely scandal-
ous, this has usaally been on acount of its association
with government. Why 2™ T prepered three pack-
ages of third-cliss mattor, each bearing one of the
three objectionable stickers and offered them to the
superintendert for transmission in the mails, accom-
panicd by a letter to the postmaster asking for a
ruling on them. The problem proved too much for
{he postiaster and he passed it up to Washington,
Atter some days he replied that he had reecived in-
~trictions from the fiest assistant postister-general
thet the matter was mailable. Now therefore, Tam
able To assure those wishing to use stickers that they
may do so with impunity.

Least said, soonest mended. The United States
~hould have made one point less in defending itself
against the charge of bringing women to Panmma to
be companions for the men who are digging the canal.
The officer who spoke for the government, atter
sving that the action had no exeuse except its neces-
<itv, explained. first, that these Martinique negroes
positively would not work in any place where they
eould pat have their wemen, so that ail employers who
took them awayv from home had to do the same as

L~372 3
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Uncle Sam is doing ; s cond, that, although the
marriage cercmony was little in use among them, the
relation was ordinarily in the substantial nature of a
proper marriage, which was likely to be observed more
taithtully than is {he custom in some countries where
the formalities of the cercmony are strictly observed,
so that the government thought it not disreputable
to take a woman’s word that she was a certain man’s
wite without asking her to show a marriage certifi-
cate s third, that the number whe were allowed to bring
wives was one out of evers six common laborers, and
one out of cvery three foremen.  Any two of these
three statements would make a fairly presentable ex-
planation, as explanations go in this world; but the
three together put a strain on my powers of combi-
nation.

The following extract from a private lettcr from
. K. S. Wood, of Portland, Oregon, is not only good
sense, but the opinion of an cminent lawyer: “ A
I'nited States court has again decided on this coast
(in the case of the Seattle Brewing & Malting Com-
pany against Peter Hansen. et al.) that boycotting
a beer, and printing cards, © Don’t drink scab beer,’
cte.. (naming the heer), is unlawful boycotting, and
4 violation of an injunction issued restraining any
interference with the complainant’s business. It
scems to me the remedy of the employer would be in
a suit for damages to show that scab beer, or any
other term, impugned the quality of his beer falsely,
and hurt his trade. I have never been able to see why
men can not, by peaceable methods, refuse to deal
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with any particular brewery, or to use any particular
brand of goods, and ask their families not to do so,
and ask their friends not to de so, and get their
friends to ask their friends not to do so, «md take the
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stump or publish pamphlets begging the public not

to do so. It scems to me that “ns is a personal right
of action and right of speech, and that no Combnm—
tion of people to do this lawful thing can make it
unlawtul. It would, of course, always be s\ll)‘](‘(f to
the penalty for false and malicious statements.”

At the recent meeting of the New York Stote Bar
Association Congressman Littlefield, of Maine, ﬁpnlw
of the ¢ potontmht\ of the constitution in repressing
legislative cbullitions inspired by popular clamor based
upon ephemeral excitement or unreasoning preju-
dice.”  IHe instanced the assassination of President
McKinley, and the demand for legislation which would
be certain to bring swift punishment to any one who
tried to kill the prewlcnt or any person in Jine of suc-
cession to the presidency. e pomtod out that a de-
mand for this legislation occupied about a tenth of
President Roosevelt’s message, closing with this re-
sounding period: ¢ The American peoplc are slow to
wrath, but, when their wrath is once kindled, it burns
like a consuming flame.” * The house and the scnate
engaged in a lneiy rivalry as to which w ould most
promptb and completely incet the exigency,” said the
speaker; “ both formulated and passed bills.  These
bills promptly died in conference. "Thei» demise ex-
cited no remark, much less regret. Attention had been
directed to other things. Sessions have come and
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gone, and, so far as T know, there has not been any
demand from any quarter for this onze indispensable
legislation. How soon we forget! "This * consuning
flame * fiercely and quicky, burned itself to ashes.”
But not betore it had first burned to ashes the consti-
tutional guarantee of freedom of speeeb hy inflaming
congressmen to pass a law excluding from the United
States all persons believing in liberty.  As Bastiat
would have told Mr. 1.itt! cﬁnld there are things which
lie sees and things which he does not see

Congressman John Sharp Williams, of Mississippi,
s made thie remarkable discovery that the only jus-
titiable war is a war that is justified on both sides.

Such a war scems to me the most unjustifiable of all.
A war, to be justifiable, must be waged to right an un-
badanced wrong.  When one wrong balances another,
all exeuse for fighting has disappeared.

Intending emigrants had better not be on with the
new love before they are off with the old.  Mariam
Zartarian, a child of fifteen, has been held in deten-
tion nine months, awaiting the deeision of the su-
preme court.  Her father, a naturalized American
citizen. sent to Turkey for his family. On cheir ar-
rival his wife and son were admitted, but his daughter
Mariam was excluded on account of an eve discase.
As the family had formally renounced allegiance to
Turkey, Mariam cannot return to her old home. The
chivalrous Rooseveit, who wants only * the right
kind *” of mmnrrrants, must be as proud of t]us girl’s
plight as I the dragging of Mrs. Morris through
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the White House grounds and the slaughter of the
Moro women. T'he supreme court should delegate
the president to take Mariam out to sea and drown

her.

A number of gentlemen have been at pains to ci:x‘s:—
sify Roosevelt as a politician.  One Demoeratic parti-
san has called him * a born Demosrat.”  Perry Bel-
mont protests, saying that Roosevelt has not a single
Democratic idea, and has always been a bitter party
man. an orthodox Republican.  Foraker, Aldrich, and
Lilkins, witls their following, would repudiate him in
that capacity. if they dared: and certainly they ave
orthodox Republicans.  They gave him Tillman for a
bed-fellow on the rate bill, which was an indirect repu-
diation.  What Tillman thinks of him we know. I~
he a progressive Republican? Ask the anti-imperial-
ists, anti-* big stick ” men, and tarifl’ reformers of
that wing of the party. The ** Public ™ has called him
an cinpirical statesman. What honor, and what }?od—
antry! He is simply an erratic, absurd person, with-
out convictions or the ability to form them, without
brains or consisteney. wed without intellectual honesty
or moral courage. This would be the universal opin-
for, 14 he were not president ; it is the truth, whether

the majority secs it or not.

Susan Geary went to have ar operation for abortion
performed in Beston, and she died of it. To c‘onceal
the trouble the doctors cut her body apart, put the
picces in two dress-suil cases and a bag, and threw all
into the water. 'The parcels were found, one at a time,
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the first parcel not cortaining any workable clue, so
that nothing could more perfectly have fulfilled the
~riieements of 2 sensation of the vellowest kind ; and
at length the whole thing was unraveled by a reporter’s
detective skill.  And the authorities announced that
tacy were thoroughly clearing out from the city all
the establishments where this unlawful surgery was
performed.  This whole affair is very recent. But
now we find that Annic Russell has gone to one of
these shops in Boston to have an operation of the same
sort performed just now, and she also has died of it,
and we have the whole exeitement over again in a
smaller way ; only this tini> T have not heard that the
authorities made any antouncement of a thorough
clearance of the shops in question.  Perhaps they
realize that a toe frequent repetition of such as-
surances becomes fareical.

Passive resistance and boyeotting are now prominent
features of every great national movement. Hungary
having been thieatened with absolutism, and being,
probably, too weak to risk war with Austria, what
doces she do?  Her national leaders talk about a boy-
cott against Austrian products and passive resistance
to the collection of taxes and the recruiting of troops.
In some localities the resistance has already been at-
temupted, with results as painful as demoralizing to the
agents of the Austrian governmoent.  The boycotting
of Austrian products may or may not be irrational,
but this tendency to resort to boycotting is a sign of
the times.  Of the superior effectiveness of passive
resistance to arbitrary and invasive policies it is hardly
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necessary to speak. It may be noted, however, that
the lakor mambers of the British parliament do not
seem to appreciate the full power of this method of
defence. The Balfour-clerical education bill, a reac-
tionary measure, has largely been nullified in Wales by
the refusal of its opponents to pay the school rates.
The labor group demands legislation throwing the
whole burden of school support and maintenance on
the national treasury. Uader such a system, passive
resistance to the sehool act would be rendered almost
impossible, for national taxation is largely indireet.
The reactionaries pereeive this, and are not at all
averse to the proposal.  Local autonomy in taxation
and local direet rates are very advantageous to passive
resisters, and labor is short-sighted in givirg up the
advantage,

Last October, in a New Jersey court, a man was
sentenced to only thirteen years at hard labor, though
hegging for the addition of a year to his sentence on
the ground that he was afraid of the number thirteen.
Within three months he died in prison, of pneumonia.
Now, here’s an idea.  Why not change all legal pen-
alties to imprisonment for thirteen days? It might,
after all, prove a greater deterrent of crime,—for the
superstitious and the criminal classes are largely iden-
tical,—and at any rate it wonld reduce the cost of our
prison system to almost nothing.

The world moves. The reaction in our politics and
jurisprudence shows signs of exhaustion. The f ederal
supreme court has rendered an almost revolutionary

w2774 © LmERTY ,.392

decision in Chicago cases, refusing to make an am-
higuous phrase in a legislative act notoriously pur-
chased by bribery the basis of sweeping elains of trac-
tion companics to rights in and over the city™s strects.
The alleged rights were worth about fifty millions, and
few Chicagoans ventured to hope for a decision wiping
them out.  The court did not hesitate to do so, affirm-
ing the prineiple that grants of public property must
be expressly conferred. A significant symptom, this.
The capitalistic press is agitaled over the couver-
sion to Socialism of a number of young men of means
and education. One of these vouthful converts, Jo-
seph Medill Patterson, of Chicago (a grandson of the
founder of the Chicago  “I'ribune ), resigned an
office he held under Mavor Dunne to devote himself
to the propaganda of Socialism.  He had discovered
that money was * evervthing,”—* wine, woman, and
song.” " rest and activity,” fame, influence, and what-
not,—and conciuded that the great need was equality
of opportunity. That cquality of opportunity and
Socialisti are interchangeable terms is, of cousse, a
jumped-at conclusion of the most naive and ridicu-
lous sort : but, if the young men were unabile to sce the
gap in the argument, does not the responsibility lie
largely with the capitalistic press and the capitalistic
political economists of the colleges? The conversions
so excitedly discussed by the capitalistic press consti-
tute a refleccion upon its intelligenee and logie. Can
generous 2ad fair-minded young men find intellectual
peace and satisfaction in the wretched sophistry and
special plcading of the plutocratic apologists fer the
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existing order of things? That they should revolt and
cmbrace Socialism is ereditable to their feclings.  In
due time they may make a turther discovery——that
injustice and artificially-caused inequality can be e
moved and prevented without pranging into S()(‘fuufm
and surrendering liberty.  But the sham-inaividualist
editors will not facilitate this discovery.  In their at-
taapts at * rewsoning together ” with the young men
they are exhibiting their own intellectual bankruptey.
"I'he recent offorts of the New York © Bvening Post”
in this direction would be pathetic, if they were not
farcical.  Socialism, it has been telling the crring
vouths, is not the ideal state, because liberty is an
cssenticl feature of the ideal state. But. o5 therc s
neither liberty or cconomic well-being in the present
social state, it cannot be offered as a satistactory
alternative, and yet the squirming © Post ™ has noth-
ing clse to offer. Oh, yes, it offers a tariff for revenue
— but that will net greatly tempt the ardent and well-
meaning voung meni.  For the rest, Lam bound to -y
that, significant as these conversions are, the special
cise of Mr. Patterson has received attention cut of all
proportion to its deserts, the arguments that he has
off'ered in explanation of his change of view being
simply ludicrous.

Ay friend C. E. S. Wood discusses in the  Pacific
Montlly ™ the question of law-made morals apropos
of the action of the mayor of Portland in ordering the
closing of a side-entrance hotel with rooms upstairs.
The place was a respectable house of ill-fame, )\'hcrc
young girls were “ ruined ” by bad men, the girls gen-
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eriity knowing the character of the place and the in-
tentions of the wen.  Of course Mr. Wood has execl-
lcat things to sny coencerning the futility of attacks
upon such places and the dependence of 1moral upon
ceonemie veforn.. So far he is, as usual, clear and safe
and sound.  Stddenly he startles one by the following
descent :

Meanwhile, those who desire to bring the laws of man soine-
what nearer to the laws of God might devote their energies to
the passage of a law declaring that cohabitation of an unmar-
ricd man and an unmarried wornan shall be marriage, and that
within six months the woman may register the marriage, giving
time and place, and cause notice thereof to be served on the
man, who may ecither contest the same before a jury, or may
register his declaration of divorce. That, as against a married
man, the womar may bring her action for support or alimeny,
and that all distinction between legitimate and illegit'mate
children be abolished, previded that the parentage of the child
must be proved before a jury by the child or some one acting
in its bebalf during the lifetime of the father, and by personal
service on him. )

This is astonishing. It is worse than law-made
morals; it is law-made slavery. Not even an age of
consent, which the meddlers concede, is mentioned. Co-
habitation is to be declared marriage, irrespective of
the intent, will, purpose of the persons directly con-
cerned.  On what ground, pray? In the name of what
principle?  What becomes of the right of contract
that adults are supposed to pr +sess?  Whose rights do
peopie who cohabit without a marriage license invade
thereby?  In the case of a married man, the sugges-
tion that the woman should be entitled to sue for sup-
port or alimony is equally monstrous. Why should the
man be made by law to pay more than the worman
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agreed to accept-—if there was any qm.‘stin.n of pay in @ Socialism.” This would be very important and very
the affair? If there wis no such quesiion it s sm:ely  fortunate, if it vere true; but, alas! it is not truc.
«eandrlous to introduce it regardless of her intentions. - It was not true as long age as when Speneer wrote
Mr. Wood. contrary to all his principles, treats here - Mun zs. the State,” in which he charged Liberaiism
wrown persons ax children who eannot regulate their | with betrayal of its former doctrines and surrender to
own affairs. I repeat s his suggestions are startling, & Socialism. It is even less true to-dav, What is the il
Dis * meantime ™ remedies worse than the disease. - Liberal programnie? What does it offer to labor? A {\m,q;
’ _ & whole series of Socialistic measures—nothing but reg- . sivn p
George Bernard Shaw, unlike any other progressive - ulation and restriction.  What does it oﬁ'cra’m do f(;-;' g v of
man, is depressed by the great Liberal victory in o free contract and freo trade in the larger sense of the
England. It will do nothing, he says. for the so(‘x:\l‘ € phrase? Nothing. al solutely nothing. Why, then, . v
covolution.  Does he really think that a Chamberlain- 8 should Socialists indulge in lamentation, and talk, -« T
Balfour victory, with the re-establishmient of protee- @  Blatchford does, about ¢ smashing the Tilera! ”"(’i’
tionist tarifts which it would have induced, would have @&  party ”? Liberly is pleased wiin the v nii o ' .
done something for the social revolution? On the B British clections, ir. spite of the Liberal surretider to - R
* the worse. the better ” theory of social tendencies it | Socialism, because it hates jingoisin, Chamberlainism. 1 u’l]t\:‘t
might, perhaps: but Shaw is an opport unist and a ~and imperialism, and because the errors of the Liberals P
Fabian and meliorist, and from that point of view a . and Radicals arc errors of the head, not of the heart. Filon
protectionixst revival and a popular endorsement of re- B That they are not more libertarian is a pity. but, cven ! “::El ’l]
actionary colonialism could hardly have been hailed as i as they are, thiey are infinitely supcrior to their Torv } il
a victory for progress. This election, by the way, . or * Unionist ” opponents. - of th
whatever else it indicates, certainly indicates an up- o li::%-:
rising against privilege and caste and aristocratic pre- W FERBRUARY 29 1 “The -
tensions. Does this depress Shaw? Oris his depression | [W. J. Lampton in New York = <un."| ;ui:
due to the feeling that the Liberals are too individual- ?\‘{:ZSS};), ! t-"\(n
istic® A Socialist editor, Bl.‘ltchflwd3 has given strong g if vou could rise letter
expression to this feeling.  “ Liberalism,” he is quoted ;:‘rtmn“tlherd?]rk earth, whercin your body lies, ] ;1“121“
as saying, * means Indn'll(h‘lahsn}, and by no p.ohc_y it the ligh t('l(!)lgotl)l;es‘e\‘i:';ﬂgrrgb“C days, i on
and no argument can Individuidism and Socialism be . In whicli the truth is rammed ,; Polte
brought into alliance. What is the backbone of the ‘Sndy shammed, { of hi
Liberal faith? Free Compctition., fr'cc trade, fr.e? con- Innl;'gllia{}d—fashioned s : (b;’;:ni
tract! And ull these things are in dir=ct opposition to § “Well, I'll be damned” he 1
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For a gift to our lord the king.
—James Thomson,

NN
A NATION KNEELING AT THE CANNON'S
MOUTIL

Phe detter sollowing, writien by the fomous Russian, I'I«ulinz_ir
Norolento, auihor uf' < The Blind Musiciar,” will give Ameri-
cans a berlor idea ()'f the present tragic sitwation of the Rus-
sian poople than can be gathered frcm he most diligent 1'(;'(1(1-
ina of tiie cable despatehes. It appeared on Janaiy '.‘1 ,(,(",‘(,"'
yorian cale, dory in the Russian jouwrial, ™ l’«:l.‘m'lv‘-lzum.’ Ten
doee after dis appearance State Councillor )"f/rnm/}, who wo -
co o Lille for the atrocities denounced by Korolenko, was
C L cated T by a Russian revolutionisi of Poltava. The * Pol-
terrtehina ™ n,r"l”cln-zmry I gare the Follmweing aceoust »f the
owecution”:

Mr. Filonoff, first councillor of the govermmental adminis-
teation. we ¢ killed vesterday morning at ten ovlock in Alosan-
der street. A stranger, walking straight up to him as he was
passing the Bank of Commeree, fired a rc\'nl\(-r. in his mouth,
and then, repiaeing the weapon in his pockets (ll:«:l}:ln‘zll‘c(‘.
Filonoft fell dead. ‘Tie ball, entering by the mouii, had come
out through the neck. ‘The body, picked up by a policeman
and a witness of the murder, was carried to the hospital. A
small poot of blood had formed upon th= si\!r\\‘n‘.k. The news
of the murder spread rapid’y through the city, and soon a
large erowd had gathered on the spot. Before long came the
different rutborities and the fellow-officials of the doceasod._
‘Ihe search for the murderer, so far, has been fruitless. It is
neeless to say that Filonoff's unexpected end has caused a
arect excitement throughout the city, and a local newspaper,
trvinge to establish a connection between the ﬂSS:l’U“ﬁ and the
letter of Vladimir Korolenko, directly accuses Korelenko of
inciting to Filonoff's murder. This very serious charge may
lead to grave consequences for the great writer.

i

On February 10, because of these accusations, RKorolenko left
Pollara for St. Petersburg. Immediately after the appearance
uf his letter the rerolutionary press had begun a campaign
anainst him  When the murder supervened, the Iocal.Blark
Hundred b, jan to threaten him. At the thought of his danger
the pecple of the neighboring viilages, where his name has be-

16
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come extremely popular, grew much excited. They declared
that if a hand we  laid on Viadimir Korolenio, they woui’
rush wpon the town and sack it.  Korolenko’s deporcture is
Jaertly to be exeplained by his desire to remoce, by his absenee,
all preteet for collision betreen the various factions. e irs
been prosecuted for his letter, but has been rele.sed from
custody, on bail. The publicotion of the reciew, * Rousskoo
Bogatstee " (Russicen Wealthy, of which he is editor-in-chicy,
has been suspended. Now for the letler—a document which in
fistory may rical in importance the “ Y accvse” of Zola.
OPEN LETTER TO MR. STATE COUNCILLOR
FILONOFF
Mr. State Councillor:

Personally, we are not acquainted.  But you are an
official whose name has been made widely notorious in
this section of the ccuntry by your eampaigns against
your fellow-countrymen. I am a writer who proposes
to cast a retrospective glance over the brief record of
vour exploits,

But tirst a few preliminary observatious.

In the borough of Sorotchintsi meetings had been
held and speeches delivered.  The inhabitants of Soro-
tehintsi presumed, evidently, that the manifesto of
October 17 gave them the right of assembly and
speech. And, in truth, it did. The manifesto granted
these rights, and added that no Russian eitizen was
responsible save to the courts. It proclaimed further
the participation uf the people in the legislation of the
country, calling these things “ the imniovable bases”
of the new Russian social order.

So the inhabitants of Sorotchintsi were not mis-
taken on this point. Only they were not aware that,
on an equal footing with the new principles, had been
maintained the former * provisional laws,”—the
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w otate of defenee. the @ state of slege,” ete,— which
permit the administration, at any given moment, to
cutangle the rights of the nation in a uctwork of xu-
thorizations and prohibitions,—permit it, in shoit, to
nullity all these rights and even to charueterize them
ax disorders and riots requiring the intervention of
armed foree. "Urue, the administration was invited o
conform its ascts to the spirit of the now fundamental
Jaw, but-—the administration kept also the old ciren-
lars and interpreted the new suggestions in the Dght
of the absolutism of the past.

For two months the higher authovitics of Poltava
oscillated between these opposite principles. In the
city speeches and mectings took their course, and the
people sought cagerly to understand the events of the
time. Undoubtedly, during all this, some harsh and
perhaps excessive things were said, and the different
opinions and declarations were not always consistent.
But we are accustomed to judge phenomena by the
importance of their results. The fact is that in the
stormiest davs, when from every hand came news of
destruction, of murder, of repression, at Poltava there
was nothing of the kind. Nor were there here any of
those peremptory processes to which agrarian move-
ments were resorting in other places. Some, and
rightly, attributed this to the relative toleration
practised by the higher authorities of Poltava with
rezard to liberty of speech and meeting. Under this
influence popular passions were moderating, conscience
was frecing itsclf, reliance on legal methods was grow-
ing firmer, and hopes were turning toward the free
institutions in prospect. A little more, it scemed, and
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public opinion would form and elear itselt s wine
clears itself aiter active and hoisterous formentatic:.
And besides, was it not @ matior of neeessity that the
l)u{plc should apply themselves to the definitive clabo-
(p:;;i:;;;;:)f the supreme legistative institution ot he

' Alas! Uit skate of things is now but a memory
Sinee Deceaber 13 the anthorities of Poltava hive
boecs folluwing a different tactic.  As results: sav g
(']4‘\«13121”()“ n the city by the Cossacks, blood Howing
i forrents in the country districts. Faith in the vy
of the smamitesto is shaken, conscious efforts aye dving
out, rotigher elements are breaking loose, or, what ish
worse, are gathering stvength within, brooding hatred

senare oL
viny do I say all this to you, Mr. State Councillor
Filonoft. T undurstand perfectiy that all the great
}n’fﬂf‘?pks deelared (only in words, unhappily) in the
aainidesto of October 17, 1903, are to you f();cign and
organically hostile.  Nevertheless, they are alrcady
the fandamental law of the Russian gtufe, its  jm-
movable bases.”™ Do vou undersiand the eriminal
aspeet that vour acts would wesr before the tribunal
of these prineiples? . . .

But I will be moderate, niore than moderate, con-
ciliatory even to excess. So I will apply to you, 2 7.
157 Councillor Filonoff, osly the ordinary standards
" the old Russian laws eurrent prior to O« toher 17.

‘icre are the facts:

In. Sorotchintsi and in the ndighboring village of
Qn_s.tlvltsa meetings were held without formal author-
1zation. Speeches were made, aud resolutions passed.

LR
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Ainong other declaratious there was one for the clos-
ing of the monopoly wine-shops. By decree of the
communes the doors of these shops were sealed, with-
out awaiting official authorization.

On December 18, in the name of the ** state of de-
fence,”—that is, without a warrant,— one of the in-
habitants of Sorotchintsi, Besvikonni. the most popu-
lar of the champions of their interests, was arrested.
His fellow-citizens demanded his production in court
and his release on bail. These requirements ot judicial
investigation, in place of odious administrative ahso-
lutisi, are becoming general ; they have been adopted
in several boroughs and villages of our provinee, and
with success. But the inhabitants ¢ Sorotehintsi
were met with a refusal. Then, in their turn, they
arrested the police commissioner and another
policeman.

On Deceiaber 19 the chief of police of the district,
Barbache, arrived at Sorotchir*si with a squadron of
Cossacks. He bad an interviev  -th the inprisoned
policemen, and yielding, it is said, to their persuasions,
provisad to infercede i favor of the liberation of
Besvikonai. At the same time he went away with his
squadran.  BRut, immediately afterward, halting at
the confines of .~ borough and dividing his detach-
ment into two parts, he offected a circular maneuver,
and approached tle crowd anew. Then occurred a
fatal cellision, the deiails of which will be established
in court. As a result, the clitef of police was mortally
wounded, and twenty of the inhabitants were cither
wounded ncrtallv or kiYled outright.

Do you know, XMr. Siate Councillor Filonoff, under

ATION KNEELING
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what circumstances these twenty persons perished
Did the entire twenty kill the chief of police? Did
they attack him?  Did they resist him?  Did they
detend the morderers? )

No. The Cossacks did not content themselves with
dispersing the erowd and liberating the police com-
missioner.  They began to pursue the fugitives, and,
on overtaking them, massacred them. That is not all:
they rushed into the borough, hunting down any of
the inhabitants that they chanced te meet. ’

Thus, beside Mr. Maisinka’s house, was killed the
keeper, Otreschko, peacefully engaged in cleaning
the snow from his master’s steps. Garkovenko was
teading his cattle in his yard, half a mile from the
town-hall. A Cossack took aim at him from the strect
corner; Garkovenko fell, wounded, before he had scen
the rascal. The old druggist, Fabien Pérévozky, was
returning from the post-office with his son. Unex-
peetedly a Cossack shot the son before the father’s
cyes, near the Orloff house.  Serge Kovchoune veas
killed & few yards from his own door. The wife of a
prasant named Makovestky was killed in the same
doorway. A young girl by the name of Kélépof had
both cheeks cut off. T could give you with exactness
the place and circumstances of all the massacres of
Sorotchintsi. It is enough for me to say that cight
persons were killed at the town-hall or in the neigh-
borhood ; twelve fell in the street, beside their houses,
or in their back-yards.

Now, Mr. State Councillor Filonoff, I will permit
my=elf to ask you this question: on December 19 was
there only one crime committed in Sorotchintsi, or
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2785 A NATION KNEELING L35
were there several, many erimes? Do you suppose
that there is no precious blood save that which flows
in the veins of people in aniform, and that the blood
of nien in caflans cau be poured out iike water, with
hnnunity?  Does it not seem to you that, if it is in-
dispens»ble to inquire who killed the unfortunate
Rarbache and under what circumstances, it 1s no less
0 to inquire who, carrying arms, massacred in the
strects, in the dooryards. in the kitchen-gardens, un-
armed passers-by who were atlacking nobody and not
oven defending themselves,—simple poor people who
had not even been present at the seene of the fatal
event of whicl they were ignorant, and who died in
this ignerance?

Oh, no! It is entirely ncedless to apply to this
tragedy the great principles of the new * fundamental
law.” It is sufficient to invoke no matter what law
of no matter what country having the most clementary
notions of written laws or of the common law. Betake
yourself, Mr. State Councillor Filonoff, to the land of
the half-savage Kurds, to the country of the Bashi-
Bazouks. There the first judge whom you meet will
answer you: “ We too have among us much armed
brigandage, dishenoring our country in the eyes of
the entire world. Nevertheless, our imperfect laws
recognize that the blood of the people, no less than
that of an official, calls for justice.”

Will vou venture to deny this, openly and publicly,
Mr. State Councillor Filonoff?

Certainly not. Then we are in agreement that it
was incumbent on the representatire of power and of
the law, on going to Sorotchintsi for the first time

L 4
a9 gy
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after the tragedy of December 19, to play there a
stern, but an honorable and solenm réle. On this spot
where agitation, chagrin, and terror already pre- ’
vailed, it was his duty to recall the law, severe un-
doubtedly, but also impartial and just, which riscs
:1!)()\'c the impulses and passions of the moment, and
disavows the violence of the crowd, but which at the
same time—mark it well, Mr. State Councillor Filonoff
—~docs not admit even the thought of cluss vengeance
taken by an official upon an entire population

It was important for him to demonstrate to the
pcop!c that the Jaws have not yet ecased to act in
Russia : that the guarantees of justice, solemnly pro-
claimed by the manifesto of the ezar, are not a dead
letter, a broken promise. However, we have already
agreed to let that pass, Mr. State Councilior Filo- -
po'ﬁ’. . . . And besides, were this problem before us,
it 1s not to you that its solution would be cntrusted.

Yet, to the astonishment of many people, in Pol-
tava, it was precisely upon you that was imposed the
heavy, dificult, and honorable task e representing
the power of the law in the borough «.f Sorotchintsi
after December 19.

What was your understanding ¢ your duty? And
how did you perform it? i

Let us come to the facts:

On December 21 the body of Barbaciie, who had
died in the hospital, was carried away from Soro-
tchintsi.  The church-kells had not jct ceased to toll
when you, Mr. State Counciller Filonoff, made vour
entrance into the berough at the head of a squnllron
of Cossacks.
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Wa: there, at that moment, any sig‘x‘x of rebellion?
Did vou encounter the least resistance? Elad 'bm'rx-
cades been built to obstruet your passage?  Were
there any crowds bearing arms? ‘\\A'us any o.pp?x-
tiou offered to your procedure of investigation?

No. All trace of resistance or of any sort of
violence had already disappeared from the borough
of Sorotchintsi. The inhabitants were Cl‘l‘lillt‘d‘ under
the weight of the terrible misfortune that had ia'}l‘;-n‘ '
upon them like a thunderbolt on D?c.oml?ef 19. hey
clearly understood the necessity of judicial interven-
tion, szd, if they had witnessed t_ho a1dvent of an tcx-
amining magistrate armed only \\'1t‘.h the ]m‘;, then ({)u
they would not have resisted, even in face of a squad-
yon of Cossacks, whose réle, in their eyes, should be
solely to guard the free exercise of the law and 1.1(:t
to punish people who have not been (‘L)El\'lctt‘(]: or to
violate the law themselves by wrongful and vindictive
acts of violence.

! Yo):, beyoud any doubt, things would have ’.(aken
their course in this way and no o’th(:r. .]:Zspecmlly‘as
the inhabitants were looking to the judicial authori-
ties for justice for themselves, in th? name 'of the
pourcd-out blood of so many of thCl.I' relatives.

But it was not an examining magistrate that was
sent to Sorotchintsi. Tt was you, Mr. State Coun-
cillor Filonoff (first councillor of the governmental
administration). It is on you that falls the respon-
sibility of the moastrous conduct of the armed troops
sent under your orders, who t‘zu.lsformed themselves
from guardians of the Jaw into violators of the. law.
From the start you acted in Sorotchintsi as if you
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were in a conquered country.  You ordered the com-
munal assembly to meet, and declared that, in case of
failure to do so, you would not * leave one stone stand-
ing on another ” in the entire borough. Is it aston-
ishing that, after such orders, given in such terms,
the Cossacks began to execute them punctually? Is
it astonishing that the whole village is now talking,
giving names, of a whole series of extortions and
rapes, committed by the troops under vour command?

What nced had you of this communal assemwbly, and
what were your acts of legal investigation in its
presence?

Your first act was to order them all on their knees,
having surrounded them with Cossacks with drawn
swords ; and then you advanced two cannons. Every-
body submitted; everybody knclt, in the snow, with
uncovered head. Two hours later you noticed the
presence, in the kneeling crowd, of two knights of the
cross of St. George. You allowed them to go. Then
the new conscripts and the children were relieved.

Those who remained you kept, under penalty of death,

for four hours and a half, in this degrading posture,

not even thinking that in this multitude thus illegally
tortured there were people who had not yet buried

their dead, the innocent victims of Deccrnber 19,—

brothers, fathers, daughters, before whom the mur-

derers ought to have been on their knces imploring
pardon.

You needed this multitude as the background of a
picture, as proof of your official omrinotence and
grandeur, and of your contempt of the laws that pro-
tect the persons and the rights of Russian citizens
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against mad absolutism. And, after this, of what
consisted your investigation, your judicial inquiries?
You summoned individuals before you, separately,
from a list prepared in advance.

For what purpose? Lo question them? To estab-
lish the degree of guilt and responsibility ?

Not at all. Scarcely had the person summoned
opened his mouth to answer the question, to offer an
explanation, to prove perhaps utter non-participation
in the event, when you, with your own councillor’s
hand, and with all your might, struck him in the face
and handed him on to the Cossacks. The latter, in
obedience to your orders, continued the criminal tor-
ture which you had hegun, knocked him down into the
snow, and beat him on the head and in the face with
their nagaikas (knouts), until the vietim had lost
voice and consciousness and human form.

It was precisely in this fashion that you behaved,
for instance, with Simon Gritchenko, at whose house,
it had been reported to you, one of the * orators *” had
passed the night. Show me, Mr. State € ouncillor
Filonoff, the law by which a man giving hospitality
to another for a night becomes responsible for all his
words and all his acts, especially when his guilt is not
vet proved. And yet, hardly had Gritchenko opened
his mouth to explain when you began to beat him full
in thie face and then delivered hin: to the mercy of
vour Cossacks. After these first acts of violence he
was imprisoned. Not satisfied with this, you had him
summoned again in order to strike him in the face
vourself once more and have him beaten a second time

by the Cossacks.
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The same fate was shared by Géréme Moucha, in
whose house was kept the key of the monopoly wine-
s_hop closed by the commune ; only, the latter received
from you, in addition, a kick in the belly. The same
processes, and twice over, were applied by vou to
l‘l.usxic Pokrof, Abraam Gotlich, Simon Sorokine,
Simon Koverko. I will not stop to name the entire
twenty persons favored by you with blows and kicks
and then delivered to the torturers to be passed under
the knouts. One more. however, I will mention,—the
student Romanofsky. ’

The student Romanofsky is a © privileged ” per-
son: you did not dare to strike him with \?our own
hands. You even hesitated to have him beaten by the
Cossacks ; he was simply imprisoned.  But, when he
wus once behind the bars, a Cossack cried: * Why not
the knout? ” i

It scemed to you that the Cossack was right. All
arc equal before the law. In its name crs'ilxgilliqllitios
were going on here.  Why not equalize them all before
iniquity? The student Romanofsky was brought out
again; scarcely had he reached the .stcps when he was
hurled into the snow and beaten unmercifully. For-
h_umto]y some one took enough pity on him to advise
him to wrap his head in his bashlik.

Yet even with this you were not content. Throwing
your superb look over the crowd kneeling in the snow
and .dmping yourself in your councillor’s majesty,
'rh‘c inspiration of a new act of cruelty sudde(nlv.illu—
minated you. At your command the Jews were sorted
from the Christians, and, still knecling, all the Jews
were beaten.  And you meantime made the foliowing

2791

observa
enemies
thither
‘\'()!i)(’n1
use the
vou, M
this, s
Mr.
Weary,
writing
which
popul:
inquir
partic
yvet yo
mains
the vil
ploits.
of av
bruisc
prope
An
the p
Wi

of yo
no ar
chief
agrec
out w
on th
the 11



MY

I}

e

Ty

Al

14

2791 l&fi
observation: ¢ The Jews are intelligent, and the worst
enemies of Russin.”  And the Cossacks ran hither and
thither in the crowd, eudgelling right and left men,
women, and graybeards,  like sheep and laimbs,” to
usc the pictorial expression of eve-witnesses.  And
vou. Mr. State Councillor Filonoff, you watched all
this, stimulating the zeal of the torturers.

Mr. State Councillor Filonoff, believe me: Tam
weary, horribly weary, simply from deseribing in
writing all the illegal basenesses and ferocities to
which vou, without diserimination, submitted the
population of Sorotchintsi under pretext of judicial
inquiry, without so much as trying to unravel their
participation in the tragedy of December 19, And
vet you were dealing with living creatures. It re-
mains for me to tell how you repaired the next day to
ihe village of Oustivitsa, there to perform new ex-
ploits. . . . . And behind you, like the trophies
of a victor, were dragged your prisoners of war,
bruised, torn, exhausted,—suffering beings whose
proper place was the hospital.

And thus you went to Oustivitsa, to reéstablish
the power of the law. . . . .

What had happened at Oustivitsa up to the time
of your advent? There there had been no rebellion,
no arrest of a police commissioner, no murder of a
chief of police, no collision. A single incident: the
agreement to close the monopoly wine-shop, carried
out without awaiting official authorization. The seals
on the door testified only to the voluntary decision of
the inhabitants to drink no more. . . . .

True, this had been done without observing the
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lm:gul formalities. But you voursclf, Mr. State Cour-
;'xllor l';i.l(;):wﬂ', you, an otSeial and a servant f the.
aw,—did you obscrve the ** legal formalities * j
doing )'01i; infanious \\'()r;\'? gl formalitics ™ in
Morcover, I am wrong: the very night before, in
u.ccqrdzmcc with the order sent by you to Sorotchintsi
the inhabitants had removed the seals fream the door Q{t
the monopoly wine-shop, and so, on vour arrival, there
remained not even a trace of tz'ansg.rcssion of the
l:u'v. .. The saloe: was open, and wine was
being sold there to drunkards freely and without ‘
supervision.  Neverthieless, this did not deter you from
fl'c.\‘].l madman’s pranks, which I will not describe in .
detail, leaving the exact account of them to justice
provided it shall come some dav. 7
I confine myself to noting that, avenging
solely the rights of the fwd mononaly S
beat the mayor; you tore from Zzigrhrvus{ the on
of his office and flung it into the snow. b ;*;lv-u:
the turn of the mayor’s scerctary.  Your exk: w-a:‘.‘ ’
imagination caused you to seize the abacus and
it over the secretary, so that now he is unable ﬂ) draw
up more protocols or write more decrees. Here too
you showered blows upon Denis Bakalo, who had
come to the town-ha'l in scarch of information, strik-
ing him on the head with the register. o
'!‘he'inhabitants of OQustivitsa, like those of Soro-
tchintsi, were compelled to kneel in the snow, and
were beaten with knouts.  And likewise the (’:ourt if
it shall sit, will havc to pass apon the au’thcnticitv, of
the horrible storics told by the people of the ra ‘ves
committed upon the women by the Cossacks. ‘Xg)u
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2793 A NATION KNEELING 2395
cortainly will understand the difficulty of making
public the names of these victims. o

Here, as at Sorotchintsi, the multitude was kept
upon its knees for two hours, while you «‘?xtolrtc(_l t'he
names of the © instigators ” and a decree dismissing
all mersons hostile to the higher administration. T.Ins
m-x;pels me to remind you, Mr. State ("ouucill(?r ijlo—
noff, that torture has not been allowed in Russia since
the time of Alexander I, that it is severely puni.‘flwd
by the law, and that corporal punishment, even
court, is forbidden, without exception, by the mani-
festo of August 11, 1904 As for decerees obtained
by processes obvionsly criminal, they have no legal
value. ]

T have finished.  And now, Mr. State Councillor
ionoff, 1T wait. o

1 wait to see, in case there ! ill remains i our
country any shadow of justice, in ease honor and pro-
“ssional duty are not unknowa to vou, yonr fellow-
als, and yvour chiefs, in case we have any prose-
: aies understanding

curinge officers, courts, and nig

i

{ie Tise or possessing the judicial (‘(m&(',.xcncc,-w-fi w.nit
5y seo which of us two, vaun or X, is fo sit on the pris-
oners” beneh and suffer the judicial penalty.

You, since you are publicly charged with acts con-
trarv to duty, to dignity, and to profe'ssional h?nom
in that, under pretext of judicial inquiry, you intro-
duced inte Sorotchintsi and Oustivitsa, not tie idea of
legal justice and power, bu't sinply fcl'?cious apd
illegal vengeance of officialism and officials against
insubordination to officials. Vengeance not even upon
the guilty, for the guilty must first be found. No!

i

>
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e have launched a blind and savage tempest of
torture and violence against all, without discrimina-
tion.—-among them many innocents.

If you can deny it, T will willingly take your place
on the prisoners’ bench, and demonstrate that vou
have done more than I have been able to descriBe,
here, with my feeble pen. . . . .

I will demonstrate that, in calling you a torturer
and a law-breaker, I say only that which your acts
directly justify me in saying. )

__In practising undeniably abominable crueities and
illegalities, in trampling under foot all the laws, old
and new, you are undermining in the people, not only
faith in the sincerity and range of the manifesto, but
the very idea of law and power. Which means that
vou and your like are pushing the people into the
path of despair, violence, and reprisals.

I know that you can invoke the excusc that you are
not alone; that acts like yours, even surpassing yours,
2o unpunished among us. Such is the sad truth, Mr.
State Councillor Filonoff.

But it is no justification for you. If I address my-
sclf to you, it 1s because I live in Poltava ; because the
city is filled with living pictures of your baseness;
because the groans of your victims rise here to my
ears.

If, like your fellows, you go unpunished; if,
through the condescension of your superiors and the
impotence of the law, you succeed in avoiding the
courts, preferring to bear in bravado, with the
cockade, the stigma of these heavy pubiic accusations,
—then, even then, I am convinced that the letter
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which I address to you wil! bear its fruits.

Lot the country know to what order of things, to
what force of law, to what responsibility of officials,
to what protection of the rights of the citizen, one
can appeal two months after the manifesio of
October 17!

After all that has been said, yvou will understand
why T cannot, at the end of this letter, even as a mat-
ter of form, Mr. State Councillor Filonoff, extend to
vou the assurance of my conside ration.

VELADIMIR KOROLENXO.

Poliava, Javuary 21, 1906.
A LESSON FOR A TEACHER
{New York Times.]

When a son of the much too-well-known creator of Standard
Oil gravely announees that it is never right to do evil that good
may come, or that *lying” of every sort and degree is always
and necessarily bad, the phenomenon attracts far too much at-
tention, and is caleulated to spread very widely an evenr worse
kind of moral confusion than that of which the youny man is
himself the irritatingly contented wictim. . . . . . Some-
body to whom he will listen should tell Mr. Rochefeller that
nothing is or can be evil from which real good comes. N
As for *lying,” there are a thousand cases when what can be
called “lying ” is convenient, innovent, or necessary te *he
maintenance of human relations in onzanized society, but in
those cases it is not “lying” at ali, under any reasonable defini-
tion either of falsehood or truth. There is, of course, a dan-
gerous middle greund where the two come together, and it is
well to keep as far from it as circumstances will permit; but
tools are not abandoned because they will hurt the careless or
ignorant user, or explosives because they lack discrimination.
This is a world of grown-ups, as well as of children, and it is
judicious to confine baby talk to the nusery.

So many crimes have been committed in the name of Fra-
ternity that, if I had a brother, I would call him “my cousin.”
—Princess de Metterrich.

LIBERTY

I’ANCIFN REGIME;
OR,
THE GOOD OLD RULL.

Who has a thing to bring
For a gift to our lord the king,
Our king all kings above?
A young girl brought him love;
And he dowered her with sheane,
With a sort of infamous fame,
And then with lonely years
Of penance and bitter tears:
Love is scarcely the thing

m N M
To bring as a gift for our king.

Who has a thing to bring

For a gift to our lord the king?
A statesman brought him p]aﬁl)ed
Justice for all the land ;

And he in recomipense got

Fierce struggle with briguc and plot,

Then a fall freun lofty place
Into exile and disgrace:
Justice is never the thirg

To bring as a gift for our king.

L .392
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Who has a thing te bring Who has a thing to bring
S For a gift to our lord the king? ". For a gift to our lord the king?
‘ A writer brought him truth: | A courticr brought to his feet
< And first he imprisoned the youtli: » Servility graceful and sweet,
And then he bestowed a tree pyre, 8 With an ever ready smile
\» I'tat the works might have plenty of fire, And an ever supple guile; .
/, And also to cure the pain And he got in reward the place !
Of the headache callec thought in the brain: Of the statesman in disgrace:

Truth is a very bad thing Servility's always a thing

T'o bring as a gift for our king. To bring as a gift for our king.

Who has a thing to bring Who has a thing te bring

Fora g;ft to our lord the !\lllgp For a gift to our lord the l\ingg

The people brought their suce A soldier brought him war,

];0_\'21“')' fervid and pure; La gl()ir", la victoire,

And he gave them bountiful spoil Ravage and carnage and groans,

Of taxes and hunger and toil, For the pious Te Deum tones ;

Ignorance, brutish plight, And he got in return for himself

And whoicsale slaughter in fight: Rank and Lonors and peii:

= 110}'ﬂlt)'95 quite the worst thing Waris a very fine thing

| To bru..; as a gift 1or cur king.

To bring as a gift for our king.
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Has any one yet a thing ; withi
For a gift o our lord the king? . Tour
roatr

henr
riine
A havlot brought him her flesh, And tor this it obtained some rest, iy

Who has a thing te bring : The country gave him a tomb,

For a gift to our lord the king? ! A magnificent sleeping-room:

EY . Ty
Her lust, and the manifold mesh ! Clear riddanee of many a pest, : entiy
. . 3 . ' at

o . . : . e ] ) . ment
Of her wiles intervolved with eaprice: ’ And a hope which it much enjoved o
. | ) U . ‘ ~eho
And he gave her his realin to flecee, ] I'hat the throne would continue void: i e ]
"I"'o corrupt, te ruin, and gave ' A tomh is the very best thing ~ite
HHimself for her toy and her slave: For a gift to cur lord the king. : “; Al
. . . . ] that

ITarlotry’s just the thing ‘ James Thomson.

) . INTHY

I'o bring as a gitt for our king. 1 e
LIQUOR AND ITS NEIGHBORS =~ ~cho

"The neighborhood of a liquor-saioon makes adjoin- lega
Who has a thine te hrine ing locations less desirable for some purposes, such as B AT
< <3 g = . . . . g . A

ordinary residence, and particularly for the purposes 3 g

t ot a public school.  The lawmakers of Massachusetts ' as i

P Sy . & 'y 1 . 3 N . g N

Our king who fears to die? . Dhave taken cognizance of this undisputed faet, as any a whe
A priest brought lam a lie, wise man in their position might be expected to, and N Wwer
The Rackness of Lioll uprolled have provided that a license to sell liquor shall not. be i “i o0
. granted to any housc within so many feet of a publie 7

school, and that any property-owner shall have the TAr)
And he got as gierdon for that right to put a viin on the granting of & license to , of t
A see and a cardinal’s hat: premises next his own land.  These appear to be very witl
wise provisions to insert in a license law, but their the
working has its comical side. . beli
New brooms sweep clean : and Boston’s new district i
attorney, entering on his office, found that one of the foin
most prominent hotels of the city, the Touraine, was of t

For a gift to our lord the king?

[ i :l;'i l
In heaven’s shining gold;

A lie is an excellent thing

To bring as a gift for our king.
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within the fatal distance from a schoolbouse. e t'h(

Touraine’s license was taken away, Thena great up-

roar began, the opinion of those ‘who made H\mr volee
heard lmn- that such a high-grade hote! as the Tou-
riine nu-rht certainiy te h,l\v a license. "The new
mavor also took hold to see what he vould do, and pros
0 nfl‘. made public announcetent that the city govera-
ment had ander advisenment plans for removing lhv

~choolhctse in question to ancther sitegin order to give
il Touraine reliet, since (as he explained) the present
site was really no site for a schoolpouse cnvhow, Tt
may be doubted whether the feamers of the law realized

that its offeet was likely to be to make <c hoolheuses
taove so as not to disturh bars. MWhen we see the wov-
cetinent of historie Boston arranging to mnwve a
whnu]hn:w' in order that o lquor license may become
Jegzals the prohibitionist and the ruinseller wre iikely to
agree that somebody has blundered.

That schoolliouse is not vet moved, however, so far
i< Thnow. It fakes time for the eity to move, even
when such interests as these arve at stake.  But others
were able to act wore promptly. For it must be under-
<ood that this seloclliouse was not big enough to hold
wii its children : therefore the ity ]u(l cng:xgcd tempo-
rary quarters in another bailding close by for a par:
of the work of the school s and thcsu q*.artm" wern
within distance of a fow other licensed places besides
the Totel Touraine. The proprictors of these places
helieved in self-hddp. They learned that, the arrange
ment heing merely temporary, the city had taken no
formal h-:tw of the rooms. At onee the v saw the owner
of the building in which these rooms were situated,

3‘92.
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paid the price he demanded for a lease of the «ntoes
building, tnok an iron-clad lease of the whow fir o
very long ierm, and then, by their authority as Lvaees
of the building, turned the city of Boston and it
school out into the street. By this quick action their
liccnses were saved, and the dignity of the law was
preserved.

The Intest news is that the State legislature has
wnended the law so as to bring the Touraine's ease
within the operation of an exception of some sort, and
the "Touraine has its license again, cven without wait-
ing for the schoolhouse to move.

Bat before we came to this happy ending of the
Touraine business we began to hear much talk about
the “ abutters’ law.” It wax announced on good testi-
mony that thrifty people who lived next to a licensed
house were taking advantage of the situation to make
the licensee pay for the privilege of retaining his
license unobjected-to.  Apparently, indeed, the oppor-
tunity of doing so was beginning to be reengnized as
ar appurtenance which added to the marketableness of
real estate, and })re~~au|1\‘1l)]\’ to its price; at lmst, a
prominent judge said that he had lately received from
a real estate agent a card offering ccrtain property
for sale, and mentioning, among nth r advantages,
that it was next door to a lxquor saloon,—a ﬁne oppor-
tunity. What it was such a fine opportunity for was
not stated: but probably the opportunity to step in
and get a drink was not what was meant. Cascs of
actual blackmailing were also cited in detail. Mest
critics objected to the action of the abutters in such
cases as unethical, but at least one minister in a sermon
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Y

RIGHT TO

MONOPOLIZE

came forward as their eulogist. e said that, ws joug
as the State was taking a license fee for permitiing a
man to selt liguor, it was equally right for the abutter
to o the same that vou had no business to call i

= graft ” when colleeted by the abutter, unless vou
also ealled the legal license fee of the Btate ™ aratt”
the two being of precisely the same nature: and that,
so Jong as the State continued its present policy. he
wished more power to the ebutter’s-elbow.  Sowe folks
may think this a very wicked elerg yman, but those who
are familiar with prohibition agitation will recognize
that his purpose was exclusively to bring the license
Jaws in general into condemnation and contempt : and.
if vou judge his argument from this point of view. 1
think you will find that its legic is so perfect as to pro-
tect it against all condemnation. Hawever, the agita
tion about abuiters has died down, and has had no re-
sult, so far as T know, except to cali the attention of a
larger number of abutters to their special

opportunities, Stevex T. Brixcrox.

THE RIGHT TO MONOPOLIZE THE
COUNTRY

s Purther restriction of immigration ™ is again a
popular subject of discussion in the press, in congress,
and in current books. The act which was passed
two or three vears ago has not, it appears, Pxcluded
any considerable number of aliens, and the restriction-
ists are determined to secure a more effective piece of
legisiation from the present—very cheap and Teddy-
ized—housc of representatives, hoping that manu-
factured * public sentiment ” and the f rankly selfish

39
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»u.;,p()rt of vricn Inbor may subscquently enrry suf-
ﬁ'« et weight in fhe wenste to pecsont e ‘h-vl'\'ing of
o neasure.

s Bardiy neccssary to say that the most asiuine
and Buasbyidd conteibntion to the disctssion of tie

i

swrtivn geostion is to he feund in the Roeosevelt
messige of st Decomber, Reoseveltian intolligenes
docs not ohjeet to = inmigration of the righi ‘«i:«l "
onany stde it s opposed to any immigration of

- ti.n- wrong hind.™  What the wrong Kind is the fol-
lewing charncteristio passage sets forth for the bene -
tit ot the perplesed nwmakers | Italies mine |

Ao e as possible we wish fo limit the immigration to this
counlry ta per-ans wha gropase o become citizens of this
«-fnm!r)‘/. and we can swell afford o insist upen adeguate seru-
t“m‘\ »f the character ot those who are thus proposed for
futare t'_ih/mMup. There should be ar inerease in the strin-
zeney ot the Tnws to keep out insane, idiotic, cpilqrii«'..:m(l
panper inanigrantss But this is by no mears enoagh. Not
the rely the Anarchist, but every man of Anarchistic fendeneics
.!‘il :ii'i(‘ll{ andd disorderly pvuy«'h'. all people of bad character h
the dnreoppe fen?, the Qs the vicious, the physically unfit (l«:-
fective, or vegenerate should be kept out. The stocks nn{ of
which American citizenship is to be built should he strong and
healthy, connd in bodu, mind, and character, ‘ o

On the definitencss, the simplieity, the practical
value of these suggestions T need not dwell.  Here
are l‘::u}_\" fosts, plain distinctions, unerring indica-

! vlav.

‘I¥x:@ it ix not my purpose here to deal with Roose-
veltian flatulenee or vicious quackery.  The above is
t’u ~erve s an introduction to a brief quotation and a
few Tines of comment thereon. The guotation is from
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» ~\,;~ ST PONOY 3, 0 L COUNTRY
23{_,3 i i RIER N

T e s o

anew ool on® BNy ‘ .
< American Polle Problons Phe b I‘rrw.nlt
F.o ol neenifesis ad the oot et crendizing sense of
Hie et dnnd the oo of proot 1s on the advoentes
of vestriction (he e o heang by the wag, and the

owdy of the book pres b= nod \{n;‘r theat as \\‘ui‘”\..\ ot
foe abtent on o Bhartariies d and that o
mevie oub i seppoit o the prinviide ol Al genvral
P AN '

i crise st be

exelsion ows,
Fooee s bis whole aresivent s

poration «pnwh-' :
< this centinen? <o it

I poprlor disenssions of the i
often said that all who have com ‘ Lt
discovery shoubd be conside sred eqae S as iiarants, and tha
only the aboriginal inhabitants can be properiy catled n,n‘lnzu.
Tn o certain sense this is, of course, true l\n.i R ﬂln_r it .\.
entirely pids Sading s tor one eannot xp« RN xs;-'m:x‘.du'm fo
nnnh\ until that conntry has entered upaon v earest of nas ‘
tional existenee, Aceordingh, a distinetion nas wonwaedey
with revson, between those who teok pnl in building the po-
litical framework of the thirleen eolonies and of the 1 ;rn'
union. and those who ar=ved to tind fhe United States govern-
ment and its social sdnd ).nh(u 1 institutions in \wlrknvr operi-
tion.  The former class have been eatled eolonists, the LIH:r
are insmigrants proper. In (!hun-.m;_r‘ the 'mnn;!cn;.un.qm.\»
tion this distinetion s important: for it does not ,n._l..“ that,
Lecouse, as against the native Indinns all eomers might be con-
sdered s intruders and equaiiy without claim ot right, N
those who have built up a comy eated frame werk of nationa
ainst others who seck to enjoy the heoe-
hout having contributed to its ere: ation,

ity hive no rights as
fits of national life

I¥ this i< the best the restrictionists can say on the
fundamental issues thes desepve ather pity or con-
tempt. intellectu ally ~peaking.

The emigrant who comes to a colony ix a colonist:
the emigrant who comes tan fuil- 11«(1~u! nation Is an
inmigrant. Lot us aceopt this’elassification. It has

2372
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none but verbal significance.

Does it foilow from this distinetion that the colo-
nists and their descendants have rights as against im-
migrant-cmigrants?  On what are \h('sc nnhtw based?

Apparently on their work in constructing the
* complicated framework ™ of naticnality. This sug-
gests several questions,

In the first place, did the colonists emigrate to
America for the altruistic purpose of ereating and
establishing a new government, or for that of improv-
g their own lots, of bettering themselves materially
and spiritually ? The answer is obvious.

True, after coming and scttling hLere, they did
participate in the i(\rcsdld work. That was not nec-
essarily sacrifice.  Some worked for pay, some for
glory and popularity. Some were upright and sin-
cere, others demagogical and corrupt.  In the most
favorable cases, the wok was incidental ; the primary
motive was individual and family benefit. A pretty
poor basis, assuredly, in all thxs, for rights as against
later immigrants.

In the socond place, granting for the sake of the
arguinent that the work on the fr: nework conferred
rights, were those rights inherited by the descendants
of the workers?  That would be a preposterous con-
tention. The descendants enioy the benefits of the
work of their ancestors without any cost to them-
sclves; isn’t that enough? What gives them the addi-
tional right to exclude others?

It may be re)mncd that the descendants are not
getting the benefits i in question grati:, for there is
st p]cnt) of work to do on the structure. This is a

e
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2807 MURDER ENTIRELY SATISFACTORY

good point—but one that is fatal to the whole argu-
ment. There is plenty of work to do. The structure
is not complete: it never will be, while the parts that
are complete need to be watehed anfl kept in a state of
repair. The descendants are working on the strue-
turc. But so are the immigrants, and the would-b>
immigrants are perfectly willing to participate.
Where is the difference between them and those already
here?

» The benefits of national life,” indeec! What
about the burdens and cost of natienal life —the army,
the navy, the swarms of politicians, the p:lmsﬂ.os?
How long, in any social state, could a people live on
the work of past gencrations? o

I conclude that it is not safe for restrictionists to
display cither candor or reasonableness in presenting
their demands.  The moment they invite argument
they are lost. “chey had better stick to Rooscyeltian
flatulence and empty generalities. S, X.

MURDER ENTIRELY SATISFACTORY
In reply to widespread eriticisms condemning the
massacre of eight hundred Joros President Roosevelt

has issued a eertifieate which not only exonerates
Butcher-General Wood and his command from all
Llame, but enthusiastically commends them for having
s perforined a most gallant and soldierly f:c-at ina .
wav that confers added credit on the American army.”
By the same authority, “ they are entitled to the )
heartiest adiniration and praise of all those of their
fellow-citizens who are glad to see the honor of the

43
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flag upheld by the courage of the men wearing the
American uniform.”

The moral obliquity of this official endorsement of
wholesale murder ean be appreeiated by reducing the
facts to their simplest terms. Gn the other side of
the carth lies a group of islands whose unfortunate
inhabitants, through stress of war and conquest, have
beer compelled to submit to the demination of the
great American nation.  The conquerors assert that
the natives are unfit to govern themselves s that, even
it they could do o, some other aggressor nation would
take advantage of their weakness, scize their terri-
tory, and proceed to rule over them. To prevent such
acalamity our American rulers, from motives of pure
philanthropy, have undertaken, at much sacrifice of
men and money, to govern them. They are now train-
ing them, by slow and gradual steps, in the delicate
art of self-government on the approved Ameriean
plan.

While the partially civilized inhabitants of the
islands have made a virtue of neeessity and with sceret
reservations accepted the rule of the conqueror, there
are still in the outlying islands some who have not vet
been brought uader the benign influence of our civi-
lization, and who rctain cnough of their savage in-
stincts to set great store on liberty. These intract-
ables have so far resisted the combined efforts of
school-teachers, wissionaries, and military adventur-
ers, sent expressly by the American government to
civilize, educate, am! culighten them. A tribe of these
ungrateful barbarians, in their unpardonable desire
to escape foreign domination, betook themselves to
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the mountain, and established their stronghold in the
jaws of a erater. The foreigner then quite properly
classed them as robbers and outlaws.  Wherefore they
were sought out by the ** courageous men wearing
the American uniform,” who by means of block and
tackle were enabled to hoist their implements of civili-
zation up the side of the mountain to the erater mouth.
During a desperate and prolonged conflict, in the
interest of humanity, in which some fifteen American
soldicrs were killed, he rebels, men, women, and chil-
dren. to the number of eight hundred, miserably per-
ished.  The whole band thus caught like rats in a trap
was annihilated by our gallant soldiery.

Al hail, the mighty Wood!  Once more order
reigns in Jele.

This incident personifies that aggressive spirit of
suceess at any price, lust for power, dominton of the
strong and contempt for the weak, commen in every
age, but always seen at its worst in acts 6% govern-
ment.  The American flag covers no blacker crimes
than have been committed by other predatory powers.
Only the other day, in Northern Nigeria, a Britizh
expedition kiiled a thousand of the natives, who are
<aid to have objected to the building of the Mombasa
railroad through their country. The story of Ger-
man conquest in Africa or (*hina, of the French in
Tonquin, of the English in the East, unfolds horrors
that have not vet been outdone by American prowess.
King Leopold’s campaign of cxploitation for private
profit in the Congo is siill in progress, despite the
vrotesis of respectable people in the United States.
It will be interesting to note how many Christian

16 2819 LIBERTY
p‘ulpits will now ring with denuneciations of Butcher-
Genvial Wood and his abettor, Theodore Roosevelt,
as they have rung against official massacres in Russia
Armenia, and other plices where the butcheries ’
were perpetuated by governments and troops not
Aweriean. '

In former times the State, the government, meant,
not & people, but a dynasty.  Wars were carried on,
whole nations were deeimated and beggared, for ao
thtcr. reason than to further the ambition or folly ot
some irresponsible throned despot.  Not so to-day.
Powerful classes with vast and varied financial inter-
ests control the State. The modern ruler, be he
k:}lscl‘, prime minister, or president, represents the
}nll of these dominant classes.  Business, whose aim
is profit, is the final arbiter of national and interna-
tional policies. The great financier, the money king
is the oracle of peace and war. ~

Imperialism, the dominant national spirit, is the
outcome of the concentration of wealth, the grow:n
of a very rich and therefore very powerful class,
whose grip is tightening upon the chief industrial
sources of income. Roosevelt, the temperamental
swashbuckler, is but a tool ready to the hand of the
controlling business interests. His bluster over rate-
making by governueut process in no wise invalidates
‘!ﬁs fact. He stands for Authority, the concentra-
tion of pewer, a larger army, a big navy, heavier
national expenditure, an aggressive foréign policy.
All this harmonizes with the dominant business inter-
ests. A little more official regulation, say of railroads
and incidentally of labor unions, will not check the

L.392
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healthy growth of profits. Individual groups of
-ailroad managers may vesist, put, as a c:lus§, the
proprictors and business men will not .suﬂe_r in pocket
threugh government regulation. Besides, it 1s §llre\\'d
polities to advocate laws which give the mass of the
people the impression that the gm:crnnmnt is wres‘tl—
ing with big monopolics, endeavoring to ‘cul‘b their
greed and protecting the public against illegal modes
of cxploitation. o

It is an old trick of the politicians to play upon
the credality of the people. Therc is scar(:,e]y any
limit to public gullibility. The outcome of the pres-
ent snarl between president, senate, and house of rep-
resentatives will disclose another game of bluff. None
of the purposes for which the Interstate ('ommer.co
Commission was ereated have been fulfilled. Its.t unc-
tions soon became ~masculated to the mere compllmg
of railroad statistics. Under the Sherman anti-trust
law all moncypclies and combines in .rcstrs.int of trade
became illegal. Yet most of the big trusts have, .been
formed since the law was enacted. During the fifteen
vears of its operation, the federal government has
i)msecutcd in twenty-six cases. Ten of these cases
were won by the government, of which f.our were
against comb’nations of la.bor. ) Of the six cases de-
cided against trusts, decisions in favor of th_e people
could have been secured in three at least without
resort to the anti-trust law. The grand record of
the Department of Labor and Comfnerce, whlcl} was
created to investigate and curb the illegal workings
of trusts, is too well known to call for comment.

Thus discounting the importance of the presiden-

2812 L-392
tinl policy of reform, it becomes apparent that the
advantages of the hig-stick régime and Rooseveltian
ideals to large business interests ar: posi-ive and over-
whelming, A military and naval establishment, the
annual cost of which expands in alizost geometrical
progression, forms an inupensc Loon to certain groups
of capitalists and business men.  Consider how many
free libraries Carnegie has contributed out of the
profits on armor-plate; toe philanthropie deeds per-
formed by Morgan from the proceeds of commiszsions
on government loans ; the arsny of profituble private
freight cars Armour was able to bu'ld but of hix gains
on the embalmed beef sold during war-tizne to the un-
suspecting government.  All classes of business men
that see an oppertunity of profit in furnishing sup-
plics or eredit to the government will surely favor a
policy involving generous expenditure.  Moreover,
our modern industrial system in its latest develop-
ments, whose mainspring is capitalistic profit, thrives
best upon national waste and extravagance. And
what can be more effective to this end than war or
preparation for war? In other words, the economie
interest of the dominant class, which judges every-
thing from the standpoint of profit or revenue, does
not coincide with the best interests of the whole people.

The cost of government, normal and extraordinary,
is porne in the long run by industry. The masses
nrast bear the ultimate burden of national extrava-
gance. War to-day is a business proposition, a mat-
ter of commercial profit.  Though the people have
everything to lose and nothing to gain by an imperi-
alist policy of commercial expansion, which entails
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fubulous expenditures for armaments, even if actual
war is aveided, they are casily m]mu] into believing
that what 1s good for business——that i 15, for certain
vrivileged groups of capitalists—is also good for all
the pee pl( Hence they aceept and endorse whatever
pelicies the ruling class demands.

Herbert Spencer believed that the industrial régime
would tend to widen human liberties and bring nearer
the eraof international peace. But he never compre-
hended it development as o\w)pllhul in mudicern busi-
ness methods  The industrial régime has fully ar-
rived: yet who will deny that its Iatest gumth 1s ini-
mical to personal liberty, or that it favors warlike ag-
gression. The world’s market becomes more and more
@ bone of contention among the industrial nations.
Furthermore, each is striving to seceure for its own
use and behoof tracts of territory, plus inhabitants,
that ean be exploited exelusively for c: wpitalistic profit.
International complications almost invariably arise
out of disputes over these acquired or conqhond pre-
serves.  Of this nature was the recent affair in North-
ern Atriea between France and Germany.  The
Russo-Japanese war was fought because of the effort
of Russia to sceure the Manchurian preserve,  The
Bocr war originated in the demands of British capi-
tulists to exploit the mines without restraint, and
ended by adding the Duteh republies to the field of
British commercial development, with inealeulable

opportunitics of capitalistic profit.

In pursuit of commercial advantage and territorial

expansion with a view to profit the industrial nations
have hecome vast armed camps, each jealoasly watch-
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ing the other. Year by year, despite the Haguc Com-
mission and hypocritical talk of pecce, they increase
their armaments,—because reiative strength alone
counts,—until most of the European nations are in-
dustrially erippled and impoverished through their
futile aud senseless attempts to outdo cach other in

readiness for war. Aiming at business ascendency,
Hu ¥ pursue a course which must defeat its own end
by sapping the very source of profits—the industry
and pmsperitv of the masses.

Thiese are the results we are bidden by our shallow
rulers to emulate.  America is yet far from the stage
of exhaustion from which continental Europe suf-
fers.  She is still a young commercial giaat, vigorous
and aggressive.  Her capitalists and industrial leaders
have here at home the largest and most lucrative field
for expleitation the world affords. But commercial
greed has corrupted the national spirit.  Roosevelt
proclaiming the ruthless extermination with machine-
guns of savages armed with bolos to be  entirely
satisfactory ™ typifies this new American spirit, which
points to recrudescence of militarism and consequent
attacks all along the line upon individual liberty, to
the decay of the ideals from which the American

nation first sprang. Wirriam Barvie.

THE FIRST AMERICAN ANARCHIST

William Bailie’s ¢ Josiah Warren ” is the first and
an admirable attempt to meet what has been, in the
real sensc of the term, a “ long-felt want.” With the
exception of Warren’s own writings, all too few and
for some time practically out of print, and Stephen
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Pearl Andro.:8’ exposition of Warren’s ideas in the
* Science i Society,” there has been no direct eluci-
dation of the principles which Warren discovered and
enunciated other than the active propaganda carried
on by Liberty and its auxiliary publications. The
time was therefore extremely ripe for just such a
work as Mr. Bailie has undertaken to produce, and in
which production he has in a large measure succeeded.
Wherein he has failed to take advantage of his rare
opportunities I shall later poin: out.

We are taken, in the first chapter, to Warren’s
carly life, which in many ways was the most remark-
able part of this most remarkable nian’s iife. [* has
not often oceurred, in the history of the world, tha:
an ardent social reformer has been at the same time an
inventive genius of the highest order; vet it is no ex-
aggaeration to say that Josiah Warren was such an
one.  Whenever he discovered a human need, he ap-
parently set to work to supply it, and his inventions
covered in their scope a list that ranges from illumina-
tion to a new system of musical notation. There was
seemingly no problem in industrial as well as social
activities and necessities whose solution he did not at-
tempt and, in some way, accomplish. The world will
never know to what extent he benefited it, for he fre-
qriently made no effort to protect his inventions by
patents, and from one of the greatest of them—that
of the cylinder press printing paper from a roll-—he
got absolutely nothing, some large manufacturers
many years later amassing great wealth from the
adoption of his idea. Mr. Bailie has now put the
world in & position to find out something about this

LIBERTY
rare character, who devoted a wonderfully fruitful
life to its service.

It is quite evident that the writing of this book has
been, for Mr. Bailie, a work of love. His style 1s
Tucid and entertaining, and he makes of Warren’s in-
teresting life a story still more intcresting in the
charming way in which he tells it,—a way that is im-
pressive in the fulness of his sympathy for his subject.
Lic tells us how Warren joined forces with Owen at
New Harmony, and then discovered the failure of
majority rule to solve such social problems as were
irvolved in that attempt at colonizing reformers. He
=i Tealized that there was no personal liberty or in-
dividual responsibility in the colony, and therefore
left it.  Our biographer next tells us of Warren’s
famous “ time stores ” and of their success. Warren
was the originator of the idea of manual training
schools, and his views of education were in other re-
spects & half a century In advance of the times. An
especially interesting feature of the book is a fac-
simile of the labor note issued by Warren and used by
him in connection with his time store. An extended
description of the village of Modern Times and of
Warren’s life there is given; a chapter is devoted to
Warren’s inventions in printing, one to the closing
years of the pioncer Anarchist, and then one is devoted
to Warren’s philosophy. The book closes with an
appendix, which consists of a letter written by Warren
(said to be his last published writing) to a friend,
which friend was E. H. Heywood. Mr. Bailie does not
give Mr. Heywood’s name, although it has long been
a matter of public knowledge that he was the person
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to whom it was written. L '372

On page 28 a fact is disclosed which reeent events
%m\'o. lml.(.ic (.i()llb]‘}' interesting.  While Warrea was liv-
mgtllu Cinciunati, he obtained from Nicholas Long-
worth a nimety-nine-year lease on a large tract of I
that now com‘priscs the cent le O}K)lo;tli;:]b«‘)ftlt‘llxztb(l)xtuil;x‘:‘q

8 ; E S5
part of _thut citv.  Later Warren reprehended so fully
the holding of land for speculative purposes that he
voluntarily relinquished his holdings, which thus re-
\'cf*&odito Mr. Longworth without any compensation
In‘x'n,«.;- demanded from the latter by Warren.  Thus
;\lu-o Roosevelt’s husband, a descendant ot the
Nicholas Longworth menticned, was made a vieh man
througl the serupulous honesty and magnanimity
of the pioncer of those Anarchists whom her father so
roundly abused in his message to congress !

Another indication of Mr. Bailic’s great sympathy
for his subjeet is his negleet to point out that, not
only in his later life, but alniost from the beginning
of xhuodcrn Spiritualism, Warren was a holievo?- in it.h
This may be a venial sin, but it is clear that a bio-
grapher’s fidlity to his subject should prevent him
from exercising too great consideration for the results
of a candid exposition of his subject’s character and
beliefs. ‘ |

It is noteworthy, too, that Mr. Bailic has neglected
to make any mention of Lysander Spooner’s nar;nc- in
(‘mm?ction with Warren, although his motive in this
ase is not so clear.  Spooner’s political propagandism
always closely paralleled Warren’s, and, dlli'illg the
last months of Warren’s life, at any rate, he, Linton,
and Spooner were a notable trio fr:}qucntly together.

5t 2818 LIBERTY L-392

_% most astonishing fault in this volume, however, is
Mr. Bailie’s failure to wention the fact that Sidney
11. Morse, the sculptor, was, during the last two years
of Warren’s life, his most active propagandist.
Furthermore, Morse’s efforts were so great that they
did not fail of appreciation by Warren, and the lacter
showed his full recognition of their value by making
Morse his literary executor. Mr. Bailie’s biography
would certainly have been the place to record these
facts, as well as the further incident that Warren, at
the time of designating Morse as his literary executor,
stipulated that, at the latter's death, the Jiterary
cffects should be passed on to Benj. R. Tucker.

1 have alrcady mentioned Mr. Bailic’s apparent
sympathy for his subject ; and certainly the greater
part of this volume, as well as Mr. Bailie’s contri-
butions to Liberty, would proclaim him a sincere parti-
san of Warren. This makes all the more imcompre-
hensible the fact that, on page 82, he apparently gives
away Warre:'s whole case. T'o quote:

How far they [Warren’s principles] will inspire the indi-
viduai to undertake and carry out functions with which society
in its collective capacity alone can adequately deal remains a
speculative question. It may well he doubted, for example.
whether Warren's teaching would inspire an individual er group
to plan and carry out so far-reaching a pablic enterprise as the
Metropolitan Park System of Massachusetts. Here we have a
commission with adequate powers and resources devising and
executing comprehensive schemes, requiring for their comple-
tion many years. In this instance, the community reaps bene-
ficial results of a lasting character, despite the drawbacks now
incident to public undertakings supported by compulsory
taxation.

In this we seem to have Mr. Bailie as a special
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pleader for State Socialism, and scarsely to be recog-
nized as the same writer who, two pages previously,
penned the following lines:

Even Socialists, in proclaiming the du'rine of the Social
Organism, insist on subordinating the individual to the aggre-
gaticn we term society, unmindful that society exists and is
maintained for the good of the individuals composing it, rather
than that the individuals ¢ sist for the benefit of socicty. For,
unless society subserve the welfare of its members individually,
what valid reason remains for its continued existence?

In still greater contrast to the first quotation are
the following extracts from pages 103, 104, and 105.
Here we have the real Anarchist speaking:

Its [the State's] function can be carried out with greater
efficiency and certainty by a system of free association, a kind
of protective insurance. Voluntary organization has accom-
plished even more delicate and difficult tasks in the social
cconomy.

But, if the arbitrary authority of government can be dis-
pensed with, the numercus and ever-growing functions it has
assumed, ostensibly for the good of the community, can equally
well be taken away and the like kind of scrvice be performed
by voluntary ageney . . .

There is no servize undertaken by government that could not
be more efficiently and more economically pertformed by asso-
ciated or individual effort springing up naturally to meet the
needs of society.

It will be generally considered, Uthink, by these who
read this book and who are acquainted with Mr. Bailie’s
other writings. that his lapse into advocacy of col-
lectivism was but momentary and inadvertent, and
that, after all, his implied criticism of Warren’s atti-
tude toward government was noi intentional. TLet us
at least give him the benefit of the doubt.
1a describing the life-work of a public character,

" 2820 Y L.

<uen as Warren certainly was, the account of what he
accompiished during his lite is not complete without
some enumeration of the things that have resulted
from his work, thu+ demonstrating its viability and the
soundness of the principles upon which it was based.
1t is true that, in his introductory ehapter entitled

= T'he Anarchist Spirit,” Mr. Bailic has given a sur-
vey of all the Anarchistic tendencies of the past. and
~hows that there have heen other forees at work upon
ines simifar to those of Warren®s efferts: but in this
chapter Mr. Bailic has written in a general way only,
and has not calied attention to what is practically the
continuation of Wirren’s work.  In thus failing to
point out the manner in which Warren's life-work has
been earried on sinee his death, and to deseribe in some
doetadl the agencies <o engaged, a serious injustiee to
Woarren has been done. "There is material enough in
the literary enterprises that have been engendered iy
Warren's ideas to. at least a brief additional chapter
in Mr. Bailic's book, and many Anarchists are going
to miss it.  Morcover, no greater value conld be given
to a biography of s reformer, espeeially in his own eyes
were he living, than by adding to it wha* had been
accomplished by the forces that were set in motion by
his work. In fact. the vesults of his work are actually
a part of it, and should be so taken into account.

The book is nieely printed and hound (coming from
the press of Small, Maynard & Co., Boston), except
for a few typographical errors which have erept in,
none of which, however, are likely to confuse the
reader, unless it be one on page 53, sixth line from the
bottom, where the word * mill ” should be ¢ land.”
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2821 “AT THE GATES OF THE CENTURY”
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1 have pointed out these minor defeets simply be-
caurse they ave not likely to be noticed clsewhere. They
are really negligible, however. in comparison with the
areat service to Anavchism which the hook renders by
its excellence. C. Lo S,

= AT THE GATES OF THE CENTURY ™

Such is the title of the fourth volume of the Poct-
ical Works of Hearry Lynuor Koopuian, one of the
povts of Freedom. The reader must not expeet to
find, however, any such tempestuous denureiadions of
tyrany as, for example, Swinburne’s ode on ** Rus-

st 3 any Philistine might read and enjoy these poems,

-~ i some eases, perhaps, without knowing what they
meant.  Koopman's art is of the subtlers keener finer
sort, which convineos witheut one’s knowing exactly
why. Iis style is not bizarre, or complex, or vet an
imitation of thet of any other poct : for the most part,
he glides smooihly along in conventional iambies, oc-
casionally trinping into trochces, resorting still more
rarcly fo anapests, with which prosodical weapon the
vouthiul poctiea! mind finds it so ensy to commit met-
riesd murder.  The sssentially Iyvrieal quality of Koop-
man’s work is apparent in the fact that his verses melt
into melody almost as one reads.  In this category
micght be mentioncd * Music’s Waif,” ¢ Sca Kinship,”
and * The Love-Song,” were it not that this would be
ignoring dozens of others cqually beautiful.  Among
tiv pocms of grander import are ¢ The Egoist,” ¢ Na-
ture.” © Self-Sacrifice,” * Ugg the Dwarf,” and

* Letting in the Jungle,” this last slightly reniais-
cent of Longfellow and ¥ Hiawatha.”  Impossible as
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it scems to be for any modern poet of froc life to avoid
the Whitmanie form, Xoopman has almost sueeceded,
the only approach to it being * The Extrouist,”

“ Youth,” and * Asses,” aithough the Lubbling dic-
tylies of the latter remove it practically beyvond the «~
persion of imitation.  Brevity, the soul of poctry «:
well as of wit, is a charming characte: Jstic of this v ol-
unie, few of its poems exceeding a pag? in length.

¢. L. s,

JUDICIAL USURPATION
[ Satanel Milliken in the * Philadelphia Record 1

T'he fiasco known as the Hill trial, the decision by the judge,
his ** binding instructions ” to the jury, and their slavish ac-
quiescence, suggest to a thoughtful se:n how far the great idea
of " trial by jury ” has been weakeued.

Does any sane man hold Hil! guiltless because his acts ard
omissions were formally and perfunctorily sanctioned by official
supervisors? Testimony (however weak or strong) was pre-
sented that indicated Hill's guilty knowledge. What strictly
moral right, therefore, had the judge to say that the case of the
Commonwealth had not been proven, and thereuron to issue
* binding instructions ” to the jury to acquit the defendant?

‘The original idez f the jury was that it should ke absolutely
independent of the “king and his parliament.” The jury of
King John’s time, drawn by loi “ from the country,” might
accept or not, as it chose, the judge’s instructions as to the law;
it certainly would not have allowed the judge to comment on
facts, and to usurp the jury’s prerogative by summarily deciding
for him:elf (and for them) or tie gu.it or innocence of an
accused person. In other woids, the jury was intended to judge
not only the facts and the law, but even the justive of the law.
‘T'he country was not supposed to have a slavish and superstiticus
respect for either the king's law or the xing's judges. Both
are at times wrong, even when the peoyi is king.

The very phrase “ binding instructions " is an insult to the
average intelligence of the country. which indced the jury is
also supposed to represent. The jury is not an aid to or servant
of the judge, but a co-equal part of the administratior of

- TR TN IR FRVR



2823 A BULWARK OF EXTORTION

justice. 'Uhe judge is chosen by the people to serve them; the
jury is the people.  Juiies should listen to testunony, aud draw
conclusions theretrom for themsclves, and not by way of the
jroge's gray mat! o

In strict cc. form by with the basie idea of “ trial by jury,”
any jurvimai wou'c - justitied in resenting * binding instruc-
tions.” “Indee?, the jury should resent the average * churge” of
the judge whenever the judge comments on testimony, and
draws conciusions therefrom; for in so doing the judge ceases
to be a judge, and becomes an advocate for one side or the other.

In Pennsylvunia the self-respect of juries is not high. In
some States—DMassachusetts, for instance—comments by a judge
on feots weuld subject him to impeachment. But in Pennsyl-
vania judges become advocates, supplementing lawyers’
speeches, cither for one side or the other. 'They issue © bind-
ing instructions,” and even sometimes openly insult juries
when verdicts are not according to the judge's expectations.
Always such juries submit quietly to the public insult. but some
day a courageous juryman will tell an impudent judge to mind
his own husiness, and to let the jury mind theirs. We should
have =n abiding and reverent respect for natural law, but this
sespect should not extend to statute law, unless that law is in
line with the eternal equities. And judges should be treated
with respect, not necessarily because they are judges,” wear-
ing foolish gowny, but only when they prove worthy of respect
because ** leep dyed with justice.”

A BULWARK OF EXTORTION

In a letter to the New York “ Evening Post™ Mr. James
M. Beck, one of the most prominent eorparation lawyers in
this country, comes very near to taking Anarchistic ground.
An extract follows:

Among the many valuable comrauincations iwhich are made
from time to time through ihe columns of the * Evening Post”
by vour correspondents, I have noted some discussion with
reference to the patent system of this country. Instead of
discussing the mere detail of this system, it has always scemed
strange to me that there is not more considcration given by as
practicable a people as ours to the utiiity of the patent system
in any form.
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Its influence upon our material welfare has lieen much
exaggerated by muny, who confuse the inventive genius of our
people with an artificial system designed to preteet it. Next to
the unequalled resources of the United States and the con-
suming euergy of its people, its greatness is due in large
measure to an inventive genius, which never rests until it has
cither done a new thing, or an old thing better than before.
This invaluable quality is innate, and in no respect dependent
upon statutory legislation. Our people would have had the
samie inventive instinet, had there been no patent ~y:tem, and its
results might not have been appreciably less.  Frankli, the
first, and a typical, Amerivan inventor, abandoned a luerative
business to pursue his discoveries, and declined to take « patent
on the most useful of lus inventions. I believe that nearly all
the useful inventions would have been developed, had there
Leen no patent system.  There is always an adequatie incentive
for invention without the monopoly of a patent.

A growing distrust among thovghtful men as to the real
volue of the system was evidenced some years ago by a com-
mittee of the English parliament, which, after a careful in-
vestigation, recommended the abolition of the system; and the
sane view was shared by Prince Bismarck, who, when charcellor
of the German empire, made a similar recommendation.

Whatever its merits, the patent system is to-day oi € the
strongest bulwarks of extortion and injustice which our laws
afford. A\ corporation with large resources can take a patent
of doubtful legal validity, and, by prolonging litigation through
the life or the patent, tax the people at will. It can do this
indefinitely, for il can gain such a position during the life of
the patent as to be almost impregnable, thereafter, to any
competition.

When the dead come back to earth, although they have had
an opportunity to complete their education, one does not per-
ceive it. We are compelled to observe, rather, that they are
much more stupid than hefore, for their mentality resembles
astonishingly that of the pcople who evoke them. When Na-
poleon has a drummmer for a spokesman, he reasons like a
drummer. It is a very odd phenomenon.—II. Harduin.
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A Picture of Civilization at the Close
of the Ninetecenth Century

Translated from the French by

BY i BLNJ. R. TUCKER . “x

In this story Zola takes four typical marriages,—onc from 1 has e
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JOHN HENRY MACKAY | the nobility, one from the bourgeoisic, one from the petite seien
bourgevisie, and one from the working-people,—and describes, i
. . i L whicl

with'all the power of his wondrous art, how each originates, by )
what motive each is inspired, how each is consummated, and walk
how each results. the r
A new edition from new plates, and at a reduced price. gone
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Translaied frem the Qerman by

GEORGE SCHUMM

Price, 10 cents
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‘r“‘-‘ o Vew York Morning Journal.—* ‘ The Anarchists’ is one of

5 nt I the very few books that have a right to live. For insight into

}t)ll;:l ; life and manners, for dramatic strength, for incisiveness of

> phrase, and for cold, pitiless logic, no book of tms generation
equals it.”

St. Louis Republic.—* The book is a prose poem.” . ANA RCHIST STICKE RS

Aggressive, concise Anarchistic assertions and arguments, \‘
in sheets, gummed and perforated, to be planted everywhere as vario
. . . broadcast seed for thought. hims
Cloth, One Dollar; Paper, Fifty cents The post-office department has ruled that these stickers may fashi
[ be placed upon mail matter of the first, third, and fourth p
classes. There is no better method of propagandism for the
money. One dollar circulates 2,000 stickers.
F.ach sheet contains 25 stickers; 1 sheet for 2 cents, 3 for 5
cents, 20 for 25 cents.
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The Philosophy of Lgoxsm
BY
JAMES L. WALKER
(Tak Kak)
My nose 1've used for smelling, and I've blown .ir;

But how tu prove the ricuy by which 1 cwn ity
SCHILLEE, frecly trunshuted

* No more coneise exposition of the philusophy of Fgeism
has ever been given to the world. In this book Duty, Con-
seience, Moralism, Right, and all the fetiches and superstitions
which have infested the human intellect since man ceased to
walk on four fect, are annihilated, swept away, relegated to
the rubbish heap of the waste of human intellizence that has
gone on through the progress of the race from its infancy.

Liberty.

Cloth, 75 cents; Paper, 35 cents

Slaves to Duty

JOHN BADCOCK, JR.

Assailing the morality superstition as the foundation of the
various schemes for the exploitation of mankind. Max Stirner
himself does not expound the doctrine of Egoism in holder

fashion.

Price, 5 cents
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%.d and the State

MICHAEL BAKOUNINE

TRANSLATED FROM ‘THE FRENCH BY

BENJ. R. TUCKER

«One of the most eloquent pleas for liberty ever
written. Paine’s ¢Age of Reason’ and ¢Rights of Man’

consolidated and improved. It stirs the pulse like a

trumpet-call.”—Zhe Truth Seeker.
Price, 15 Cents
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