“Lookmg Backward,” he would have learned of the
arrival, half a eentury ago, 9( a man who reconciled, |

labor, with the perfect liberty of man,

Carmers’ Sons, published by the Twen- | (

tjeﬂl Century Pubhshmg ‘Company, may contain some |

good thing; have not read it, — but it eertsmly ¢h

is the latest manifestation of the ¢illogical mind.”
istency and perspicacity

le expressing contempt for books,

rcl ase and read his own book ?

proper or wise to consult any

other matters, but not in the treat-
but they will be apt to think. t.hat 1
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_MIn abolishing rent and i ferest, the last veshgu qfold-tunc sla-
- sery, the Revolution abolisies at oue stroke the aword of ihe execu-

tioner,: the seal of the mlgmmk the club of the policeman, the

gauge of the exci ife of the department clerk,

all-those insignia o' I'olitics, which ymmg ‘Liberty yrmdl bemth
5 lm- hee? Pum*mm\ .

‘ ‘The lppoaram in the editorial oolnmn of artlcleu
over other signatures than the editor's initial indicates that
“thie editor approves their central purpose and general wnor,
though lLe does not hold himself res "gonsible for every phrase
“or'word, 'But the appearance in other parts of the paper of
articles by the same or other writers by no means: indicates
that he disapproves them in any res, , such-disposition of

hem behxg govarnad largely by motives of convenie -

E.C. W.u,mm orme:
ow A regular contributor to the
ed agent for Liberty
by Beunj. Ri Tucker

A NEW BoOK GIvEN AWAY WiTh EA(‘H RENEW,
ayment of subscriptions and of renewals s required in
advance. The f hocribeu ‘not_heard from within
‘two weeks after of’ B emy ved from
the lisi. - But to al
one year, accompanied by the cash, so tlmt it rew es
publisher not later: tha 0 weeks after will
nt, postpaid, any book published in the Unite(l States that
e subscriber may select, provided that its retail price' does
not exceed 50 cents if published by Benj. R. Tucker, or 25
Tma-
~_ nent offer, and ‘enables every promptly-paiing subscriber to
get a’new. book each year free of cost. ' But only one book
a tlme, no matter how low the price o! hi

will -be given
book sel

standard of value" ¢
governed in ‘making his next pnrclmse by w
‘with in his provious sale

ard that is thus arrived

- ﬂxct with othel

by othér éxch

_ simultaneously ¢ )

gold and silver come in ébnﬁicc now.
‘that the idea of a standard is insej
Moreover, them s no danger in a ¢

cal one,
pendent existence, but, unlike mathematical quautmeq,
value has not even existence as a quality of one object. It
cannot be compared to 4 measure of length, which possesses
the quality of extension in itself: Gold is assumed to vary
little in relation to other things, md they to vary much in
relation.to gold. Nobody can know how much gold does
vary in the relati The notable steadi isin the t
of labor which will prodlu.e a given quantity and the length
of time which it will last. Theé basis of the assumed steadi-
ness of gold is thus found. But if the standard for use in
making ' valuations be couissedly empirical and value an ;

elusive quality not of things separately but of things in rela- !

tion, there is a countervailing difference between a standard
of length and a standard of value, which results in disposing
of the objection that the standard is empirical.. Why would
it be a serious objection to a yardstick if it were longer or
shorter from day to day? Because thus the customer would
get more or less clot! than was intended. But why is that?
Because the tunction of the yardstick is to measure for de-
livery asgreat a length of cloth as its own length. - But now
let us visit a bank or insurance offics: - We:want a loan of

circulating notes or & pollcy of insurance.  The property of-

fered ‘as lecnrity is valued ~Assume that gold is taken as

r-the policy is for $600 on a-

atter in these cases’if the
it doee not vary to: exceed the
The

" h the same - ¢ The
lms a needful compeusation

Sdiant

yardstick or ‘other measure neither has

lning ‘goods doea not deliver them.

1d and the same. money borrowed is
borrower

loan, the: goods are
pam bnck, but the resxdne goes to t!

avoided by giving the borrower

sclosure. It is.

'y
standard of value is not ndlspensable, it was speak-

ing of barter ouly, 1 may point out nevertheless that |
there was a slip of the pen; and that the words actua]ly;

used conveyed the idea that something more than
ter was in view. Let me quote’ from the orxgma.l

‘arm.le :

It is'ma~ifust thata ruedmm of exchange is absolutely. ne-

cessary to ail trade beyond barter. A standard of valuo'is

hxghly desirable; but perhaps this is as much as can'be s.nfelv
on that quesnon. i

its office of mea.surmg values.
he “News ” now makes it

money, thereby takmg common “ground
agamst the posm nof Com ade \Vestrup.

Like mathematical quantities, valueﬁir‘n no inde- 1

It'is there-,

the standard, or make t. im
by a rise in the value of

pul
facturer. When the _mortgage expires a ,y\eat later,
the borrower fails to lift it. Meanwhile gold has de-
clined in value. The farm is sold under the hammer,
and brmgs, m&tead of &5,1)00 in gold. #6,000 in gold.

the mauufacmrer ,whe‘too ;
ment for the impl
can hhe manufacturs

gold. has gone dom

facturer a suﬁerer fi

ferer from the variation
The claim that s stan

every v:luable commodlty
were no standard of value

arrarguruent ag
va]ue.’ If every
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Satire and Fools.

“Today " attempts to justify its foolish remark con-
cerning “My Uncle Benjamin's” “gratuitously blas-
phiemous” raillery by the following argument: «If
a man has absolutely no belief in the God of Christian-

ity, be will not be much interested in blasphemy

against this God.” Men, on the other hand, who have
some faith in Christianity, find blasphemy distinctly
disagreenble, There can be no doubt that the great
majority of people in this country belong to'the latter
class.  Surely oue may remark this without setting up
for au authority upon the doctrines of Original Sin,
the Atonement, the Incarnation; the Resurrection, the
Trinity, and what not. . Doubtless there are a few, re-
cently emancipated from a narrow ‘conception of
Christianity in which the: terrors threatened take up
most of the attention, or who have a lingering fear
thav what they have been taught in their childhood
may after all ‘be true, and these like to blaspheme,
very much as boys whistle .in the dark to keep their
courage up. We ‘would be the ‘last” people in the
world tointerfere with  the expedients of ‘these in
which they find solace; but a book designed for the
“general public cannot pander to such tastés very mueh
without losing in’ the opinion of a far miore numerous
and, on the whole, not less mtalhgent class.” © At first
blush this appears exceedingly reasonable and:even
_convineing; but a little thought suffi

“réalize its” unfath : 1]lmess and exclaim with
Editor Reitzel, “Bewa who absolutely lac
‘the sense of humor, this grande gift of the gods1”
T ’e writer-of the above apolog : rtamlv lacks the

“he must-be dead and blunt. to the exquxsxte sat f
Rabelais; Voltmre, Byron, and other Oemuses, who
pandered to the depraved taste of the 1mperfectly
_emancipated and nervous. viLtims of superstition!
“Bub wlule sympathy oy be freely lavnshed _upon

~man-who cannot see that, when f

~satire should be the song. To. be sure, the 4
_writer says that: the great majority of people ‘in this
couutry, those who, as he alleges, have some faith n
Christianity-and turn’away in disgust: fromblasp
“are,-“on -the \shole, not less xutelhgent than |
who regard the Christian religion with the contempt
j:w}nch it deserves. But he begs the quesiion when he
'tﬂlk% of: theu‘ bemg on lhe wlmle not less mtelhgent

< 10t less mte]hgent. on the whole than t
. mmont,y may be left an open: queshon :

‘the infidel is in scoffing at them. So
 Christians are fools (and they are fools ju
‘they are Christians), satire may wisely
when they are the theme. Moreover, it

Only a small and. fanatlcal mmonty
~The majority ¢ of Cliristians rel
a8 “ \ly Umle Ben]amm s” and-d

ly o behef in Chnstlamty ar not
é Hlasphemy.  They are very much in
“isucklas are not without the s

Reform in Many Spheres.

The way of the transgressor is hard, and every re-
former and progressive innovator is looked upon as a
transgressor to whom no quarter should be given and
uo mercy shown® Not that the mysterious law of
compeusation entirely fails here: in reform stil)
abidath much fun.  But the fun is of & peculiar kind,
and none but the trained and hardened devotees ever
experience it. It is not easy to reform the world,
which, naturally enough, objects to being incessantly
lectured upou its faults, bad habits, vices, and ignor-
ance. The reformers caunot reasonably condemn the
average man for his determination to make the most
of the few good things he is allowed to enjoy, and for
his decision to bear resignedly the ills he is habituated
to. But no more can the average man justly con-
demn the reformer for refusing to heed his vain ery
for peace when there is no peace and when real peace
is impossible to the great majority. The average man
never falls into a more comical error than when he
supposes that his practical philosophy, his happy and
wise policy, are totally unknown to the restless and
nervous agitators. The reformer is fully aware of the
graat truths that half a loaf is better than none, and
that life is short; but he cannot forget, at the same
tine, that, but for him, things would have been far worse
than they are.  His successes in the past encourage
and stimulate him’; having given the world so much,
he is fain to complete his task and give it all that he
deems worth having. - The reformer is often guilty of
injustice toward the present, often oo reckless and
contemptuous and hasty; ‘but it is to be remembered
that his conservative antagonist too often displays ex-
treme  cowardice, suspicion, and’ blind aversion to
change.  Still, for these extremlsts only explanations
may be found, not excuses.” As for indulging and fol-
lowing them, that is out of ‘the question. _Fortunately,
real and literal extremists are few and far between ;
most of those whom' the world lumps with the extrem.
ists are s:mply victims of the world’s dulness or
carelessness.  Theore )ca]ly every reasoning and logical
person is an extremist, — a bold and fesrle.s explorer
and champion of truth. Practically, no reasoning man
is an extremist ; for he who grasps a s;reat problem in
all its complexnty and plenitude cannot possibly be
deceived as to dxfﬁculhes in the way of accomphshmg
a radical reform.

No reform is easy, but the heav1est burden is carned'

by the pohucal (usmg the word in its broad slgmﬁca,-

routine,” custom, even when not backed by brute force;
how much more senous an undertaking it must- be

ty and ]ealously de-
' Vhere there is nothing but popular

;not even neglected very long by the cultured elements

At first ‘the opposition is bitter;

:but. t.he struggle is usua]ly brief and terminates in

of progress Social retorm

mitted ‘to t:arry on their ‘work and:

ogress, — nevertheless the strug:

m and the beneficiaries of privilege |

omises to be Jboth' long ‘and bitter.
in xphcable or um)afaml in thls,

doctrines and ideas from spreading and influencing
the thought of Kurope. While mediocre respeetability
and learned littleness preserve the attitude of indiffer-
ence, Spencer’s philosophy is conquering the thinking
world, The petty and dwarfish enemies are forgotien,
disregarded, or dismissed with & contemptuous smile,
while he, almost without a struggle, triumphs over all
opposition. Or take Ibsen,  Have the paltry and
venomous “critics” of the obscurantist press suc-
ceeded in alienating. the sympathies of the intelligent
admirers of the drama from him? Have their stupid-
ities and denunciations and affected sarcasin interfered
to any appreciable -degree with the growth of his
fame? They have only made themselves ridiculous in
the eyes of their discriminating readers, who have
learned to despise them aid to expect nothing good
from them. And Zola? No novelist was ever more
cordially hated, more intemperately abused, more per-
sistently misrepresented and misunderstood, than this
greatest of modern mlagmatwe writers. Yet, wh@re
are now the cantmg moralists, the hypocritical pietists,
the bourgeois optimists, the defenders of huarary tradi-
tions and conventions{ 8
excited liliputian m‘m

yields similar signs o]
ideas ? What success:

the possibility of compemnon and expenment,
other, there is a total a.bsence of
ltv The brute force Qf orgam N

form. In"the one case there is nc Iaw and o ord
except as these %prm f 'om hberty and are embraoed :

Where there is hberty and opportumty, there .»buses :

are very short-lived and'evils tend to defeat them%lves.
What, for instance, does this movement ir fwvor of so- 1
called independent theatres teach us? 'The managers

‘| are after cash, of course, with no vares about the pre-
sent condition or ‘the futvre prospects of the drama.

They pervert and corrupt the public taste, and render
the production of artistic and fihe work unprofitable

and impossible.
casy, and there are never wanting prophets of evil and
pesumxsts who can see no salvation save in the sup-
pression 2f hberty
freedom, it i3 ‘perishing, dlsappearmg and {he State
alone can rehabilitate it by protective, if not prohibit-
ive, measures. - So'it seems, and ‘so it is argued.  But
suddenly ¢ne or two young aid ardent lovers of the

| drama and of liberty ‘appear on the scene and plan

and build an mdependent ‘theatre, a theatre for art
and not for money, a theatre which creates a public.
No State patronage, simply private enterprise, and the
drama is saved, revivified, glorified. . Paris takes the
initiative, Berlin and London foIlow, and Boston has
a dream which is ot all & dream, . "

. Thls, as evex;ybody knows, 1s an age of maga.zm

tha rest of the noisy and

. It indeed appears to be a hopeless

The drama cannot survive under -
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a second time, and the author’s reputation suffers with
that of the publisher’s imprint. The magazine which
this year sells on account of the contributors’ names it
presents attached to' poor materials feels the mistake
next year. 1 was talking on this point with an editor
only a few days ago, and he said: ‘I find that the
reading public is becoming more and more impatient
with big names. The question is, 1s the story s zood
. one? Isthe poem meritorious ?  Why, the iour most
successful hits in my magazine last year were two ano-
nymous contributions and two from: authors whose
names no one in our office even knew when the manu.
script came in,  We hieard more from those four stories
and articles than anything'elsé, although we published
some big authorslast year’ And I find much the
. same state of aﬁmrs in other offices where I inquired.
The change is a good one; for. it means that-editors
and publishers will be nore than ever ready and w:ll
ing to help the rising school of authors.

A step in the right dlrecnon, to be sure; buf. xt
seems that much ‘more is needed to make our maga-
zines what they ought to be. Th need for an inde-
a pendent magazine is certainly not as urgent as the

need for an mdependent theatre, yet even that is com:
ing. +There is in" the air: h . says a New York
co’ cespondent of a literary. ]ourna.l “rumor of a maga:
zine whicki ‘may see light before very long.  ITt'has one
thing in its favor from the stax‘t,; it is’ umque, ‘and
will be unlike anything ever attempted before in the
periodical world. The policy of the magazine will: ‘be
based on  the belief that the very best things written'
today never see publication.” The reasons are that the
¢ editors are afraid of mnovatxo'xs, from" experience
they know what pleases their readers most, and month
after month they sail in the same waters. A striking
piece of work comes along, the ‘editor recognues ‘its
distinet 1ndxv1dualxty, but he'is afraid to put:it into
his magazine, and ! s'apprehension is more than en-
dorsed by the publishing department and from the
proprietor’s chair. . :Ncw, this is the very piece of work’
upon which this new magazine  will-thrive. What
others concede is strikingly meritorious but somewhat
out of their line will be directly within the scope of
this literary newcomer. It-will not be sensational in
any respect, on the contrary, it will cater-to the best |
intellects. It will be Ligh in price — probably a dollar’
a single issue. The business department will be made
distinctly secondary — advertisements will be taken,
but' not solicited. ‘They will also come high: The
aim of the magazine is not a pecuniary one, but en-
tirely in the interest of creatirg an Americau literature
which, it is claimed, is smothered by present editorial
policies.. This scheme is the idea'of J. M. Stoddard,
the editor of ¢Lippincott's Magazine.” It is'he who
’ has the whole plan in hand and is working it out. I
can say for it the idea is in no'sense visionary.”
Another abuse that has been the subject of warm
debate and passionate attack is anonymous reviewing.

Now those who walch literary tendencies cannot fail’

to see that this abuse shows signs of decay, and that

and honest revicwing is certainly coming into vogue,
to the advantage ot literature and human nature. =
1t should not by inferved that I look forward to the

less the reign .- £ perfe n is s'tyill‘ remote; other
abuses, other e xls, w:ll!ydou‘)hless be geuemted h

whole of Spencer s long
Bondage ” he saysof it:

‘other prominent labor leaders into the camp of the

‘Labor” says that we have nc influence worth mention-

_rules it is impossibleto compreheud much lesstoobey. You

“institutions.”

its days are numbered.. The practice of responsible:

1 Well, then, when the sum borrowed is returned, together

speedy and total ‘usappearance of all v1ce and all im-

| ‘éure more than this if there were not a monopoly of the

| world.

1'moral ciphers as the leader of New York’s worthless Four

coercive nssociation in the industrial world, I am
myself of that opinion. And yet this necessity largely
springs from the vestriction of free competition brought
about by legislative enactment for the privileged clusses.
There is probably no trade unionisy but regrets the
necessity for this coercion. It should be noted, how-
ever, that the voluutary priuciple dous run through
most trade associations. The man who does not in-
fringe upon the industrial rights of nthers — in doing
whieh he properly comes within the scope of coercion
~— is left virtually free to choose his own pathway. A
Socialistic State would greatly lessen this freedom, for
what is now accomplished by moral suasion and appeal
to the social faculties would then be enforced by the
arm of the law. Mnr. Spencer’s article should at least
stimulate thought, and the objections he raises to the
Socialistic réyime cannot be pooli-poohed away. The
test of actual affairs must be used to demonstrate their
wisdom or fallacy.” The words which I have itali-
cized contain the essence of the Anarchistic position.
They cannot be pooh-poohed, as Mr. Foster says. On
this point he ought to be good authority, for he has
spent many years in trying to pooh-pooh them. It is
only within - fow months that he has perceived the
futility ¢f the endeavor. Mr. Foster is far along in
the path which has already brought Joseph A. Labadie,
George A. Schilling, Thomas F. Hagerty, and many

Anarchists. And yet the “Journal of the Knights of

ing.

Plumb-Line Pointers.

‘The Comstock — Tyner — Blair — St. John people might
put their time to worse use than devoting it to t’ = + dy of
these sentences of Bulwer’s Paul Clifford: *Oh, .ankind,
what noble creatures you ought to be! You have kej's toall
sciences, arts, and mysteries but one! You cannot frame &
tolerable law for the-life and soul of you. You lay down

call each other you t q the im-
possibility! You invent all sorts of vices, under pretence of
making laws for promoting virtue. You make yourselves as
uncomfortable as you can by all sorts of galling, vexatious

~ 1 think you wrong in your condemnation of the payment
of interest.  As it is for the advantage of the community
that the people should not consume all they produce, but
‘should economize in their personal consumption to add to
the funds employed in raising useful products, it is desirable
‘that, out of the produce raised by means of their savings,
they should receive some remuneration for their abstinence.
— John Stuart Mill.

It would seem that abstinence is its own reward. If a
man abstains from spending the sum of ten dollars in harm-
ful indulgence, he receives remuneration in three ways for
that abstinence. He has, first, the increased virility of cha-
racter which resistance to temptation gives to all who thus
put forth their strength; secondly, his physical vigor has not
been impaired ; and, thirdly, ke has the ten dollars, which he
Gid not unwisely spend. 'Why should some financially un-
fortunate or mentally decrepit person be taxed to bestow
upon him an additional reward for doing that which was
wholly for his own benefit? If the borrower restores intact
the sum borrowed, what more can equity demand? But
there is the risk, you say? Al! then interest is a premium
to cover costs of insurance, not a reward for abstinence!

with such further sum as represents the x¢.ual expenses in-
‘curred by the lender in the various stages of the transaction,
is not the demand of equity satisfied? Could the lender se-

opportunity to issue money ?

The New York “‘Sun’’ reports Ward McAllister as saying
hat ¢ the Princess of Wales is the best-dressed woman in the
1 don't believe that she ever wears the same dress
wice, and she has ler hair dressed in Paris overy day. She
wears false hair, you know, and she'sends her wigs over to
aris daily.. While one wig is going across the channel to
“France to be dressed, the other is coming to London.”” Are
he lessons of history utterly lost upon such intellectual and

‘Hundred ? If hie possessed the sense of a common pickpocket,
would-he flaunt the wicked extravagances of the parasites in
the face of the robbed producers of the world?  Did it never
“oceur to him that '8Y was the rotten-ripe fruit of a tree of
‘spoliation . of the:saine species as the one of which he is in-
‘anely babbling 2 Will the multitndes of English women who
are fortunate if they get one cheap dress aplece ench year

alwsys contentedly moil in® hopeless dmdgery in order to
provide the Princess of Wales with  costly gown ‘each day
of their sorrowtul lives? ' Is he too dnll to imaghm tlm

a robe which she would wear but once and yet never lay

aside? Were they not sunk in the abysses of ignorance,
how many of these mothers would willingly deny their chil-
dren food that the wife of a scion of the blood-sucking “ouse
of Brunswick might have her wigs dressed in Paris?

The State-Church vampire is never really fulfilling ;. mis-
sion exeept when producing misery. A dispatch from Colun-~
bus, Ohio, states that a raid was made on the Casino Theatre
for giving a performance on Sunday, Among those arrested
was H. B, Keller, scenic artist. His wife, learning of her
hushand’s arvest, followed the patrol wagon to'the station.
When she started to leave, she was prostrated by a stroke of
brain paralysis and died within an hour.: Keller had iuva.ded ]
the rights of no one, yet he was ar d, and the :
thereby induced in the mind of his wi!e killed ber.  This i is:
but one crime among millions which the authoritarian mon-.
ster commits. Is it possible to awaken thought? -

The case of Clarence 1. Swartz is.one that I mlut tespec
fully refer to Mr. Eugene M. Macdonald and: other secular~ :
ists who think that a press < orship is not , ly
unless d' by “the: Federal Governmem
State and municipal mec ‘ling with the reading matter of the
people, so these gentlen. «. have maintained in various con-
troversies with me, was not likely to ultimate in any serious
abridgment of citizens’ ngh'.s 1t was the" Fedeml courts

alone which constituted a grave metuce to the liberty ot ex-
'RH 4 and 13 qi x
Ge‘\ 8. Harman and E. C. Walker were arrested in Kansas

under the Comstock statute; the bail for each was fixed at
five hundred dollars, which .sa: readily furnished, and tke
accused parties were at ouce releas~1 from custody. Sub-
sequently, continuvances and postponements were guuted,;
and the bail was not increased.  Clarence L. Swart.z was
arrested under a State 1aw against sensationalﬂhterature,
law passed last winter by the ‘“Reform” (Alliance) legis-
lature, and for weeks he lay in ja.ll because he could not give
bail in the sum of four thousand dollars.: Under State law
lhe was required by a State court to give a bond EIGHT times.
greater than that exacted of us by the Federal court under;
the Federal law. The Supreme Court of the:State subse-
quently reduced the bail to two thousand dollars,—anil';‘
Jfour times greater than the one fixed by the Federal court in
our cases. When & mere law machine occupies the bench,
does it make any particular difference’ to the accused what
the jurisdiction of the power is ‘which' licenses said law- -
machine to grind and crush the flesh and TDones of the help- ’
less victim ?

, pu

A large number of peoplefwho‘think that they ixre the‘
friends of civil and religious liberty are active workers in
the new * People’s Party.” ~As-an earnest of what they in-
tend when they get into power, nationally, take the anti-
sensational literature law passed by the Kausas legislature
only a few months ago. In that legislature the “Pcople’s -
Party of Kansas’ had an overwhelming majority in-the
lower house, and it could easily have defeated the intended
legislation, the first fruit of the operation of which was the’
imprisonment, through failure to obtain the .:.orrmous bail
demanded, of C. L. Swartz, a clearer thinker and purer man’
than any one who oceupies any position in the People’sParty -
today. And yet scores of men and women who privately as-
sure us that they are with us for the end are active hustlers
for the People’s Party, chaplain-fenced and Comstock-blessed !
Hull, Todd, Diggs, Hill, Shearer, Frey, Wilkins, Norton, —
to you and your class in general I peal the Macedonian ery:
1 exhort you to separate yourselves from the unclean thing
and come over and help us. Have you noted the banner
under which you serve? It is the ominous black cross of
sacerdotalism, stained and clotted with blood.

At the Cincinnati Conference I 1net active workers for the
¢ Third Party,” lucluding public speakers and editors, who,
when I pr Proudhon’s : works, i ly asked:
“Who is Proudhon? I never heard of him!” Aud these
are of those who expect to rejuvenate the nations by a few
“ Be it enacted,” ete. No wonder,

E.C. W.u.mm.

Gen. Ordway’s Removal Demanded.

The following, taken f - the Washingtou “Star” of
May 25, shows that the l\mght of Labor are after the scalp
of Gen. Albert Ordway. I h they may get. it. I mey
do, theu‘ success will establish an excellent raison d’étm for
an organiznhou seﬁmhxgly at the door of deserved death. It
is gmtifying to know th the prime mover in the mner g
a subscnber to Liberty, Paul T, Bowen‘

Secretary of War and pmsenmd
dier Gen. Allmrt Ordw.\y, commandmg
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This assembly is con. posed of delegates from labor organi-
zations of this vity, as follows: Plasterers, carpenters,
paintars, tinners, bakers, tailors, butchers, engineers, ma-
chinists, barbers, plate-printers,  drivers, paper-hangers,
molders, carriage-makers, ‘musicians, clerks, and five local
assemblies with miscell bership

By direction of this district assembly we charge that Gen.
Albert Ordway of the District National Guard, in a lecture
to the ofticers of said guard, delivered the 4th instant, as ve-
ported in the * Evening Star” of the 0th instant, a copy of
which is inclosed herewith, used language that was treason-
able and incendiary and caleulated to create in the minds of
the militia officers a sense of their superiority to the law, an
excessive fear of the dangers to be ered in the line of
their duty, and a bitter hatred and bloodthirsty vindictive-
ness toward such people as they may be called upon to re-
strain in the interest of peace and good order.

We charge that, when he abandoned the field of instruc-
tions in the proper military tactics to be used in the sup-
pression of civildisorder, to elucidate, compare, and condemn
social, political, ‘and economic doctrines, he exceeded his
proper function.

‘We recognize the propriety of mstructing the militia-as to
their relations to the civil powers, but we assert that they
should be taught their responsibilities to the law, and: not
their independence of it.” We charge Gen. Ordway with
treasonable utterances whe: he denied that the law ‘‘ from
its exalted-throne judges both its assailants and'its defend-

ers" and:declared that * the impression'is too general-and
has been too long uncontradicted >’ -that a military ofticer is
responsible to. civil or military courts for the manuer in
which he performs his duties, and that to admit such a doc-
trine ‘‘ would paralyze the efticiency of the military force
and make all their efforts weak and vacillating.”

‘That to which Gen. Ordway *‘ canunot agree’’ and which he
“ ventures to contradict” has been a *‘ general impression’’
*“long uncontradicted ”’ because it is the law and the only
law that could be tolerated vy a free people. - Gen. Ordway
has given perverted and false instruction in military law to
his subordinate ofticers and shown himself thereby to be un-

- fit for his position.
We further chiarge that Gen. Ordway, in depicting a coun-
“‘try “overrun with hundreds of thousands of the most crimi-
nal and ignorant classes of Europe,”” in whose wake ‘come
the ‘professional agitators, who may be called the pimps of
the professional leaders,” but who have ‘had a military
education ’’ and *‘ experience in:war,”” and in warning the
militia that if they * ever have occasion to meet thess men”
they will be found ‘* no tyros in the art of war and a match
for the best intelligence that we:can bring to bear against
them,” has done what he could to’ excite alarm and panie
where coolness and courage should prevail, and to precipi-
‘tate the catastrophes in the shape of shooting women, chil-
dren, spectators, and passers-by, which so often characterize
the -action of timid and panic-stricken miliia. . We assert
that the picture is almost wholly fanciful, and, so far as this
community is’ concerned, is absolutely so.. That it is so
generally may be inferred from the fact that in Fot rmies,
““France, where desperate and martial rioters might be sup-
posed to abound if anywhere, ihe collision between. the
troops and ‘‘rioters’’ on May 1 resunlted in _he Jeath of two
score people, of whom eight were women, six were children,
and the rest were wage-workers. "The lambs Mtacked the
wolves ” again! :

‘We charge Gen. Ordway vmb .mjust diser.mination in the
discussien of the characters of mobs. Hav'.g entered upon
the subject of *‘ internal disorder,” he should not have singled
out labor organizations, Socialists, and Anarchists for sole
comment.
led by lawyers, doctors, and policemcn, after two days’ ad-
versisement of their intentions, breaks in a jail, takes from
the custody of the law and murders eleven hely.ess pecile?
Is it the duty of the militia to disappear with the nasyor
and governor?  What should soldiers do when a soldier mob
at Walla Walla breaks into a jail and kills a man?.- What is
the duty of the militia when a mob of Pinkerton d:tectives

" invade a State with murderous intent? What shall*he mili-
~tia do when two inen, as in Connecticut, or three, asin Ne-
braska, backed by, their respective adherents, ingist on being
governors 2 What shall the militia do when fraud, bribery,

. intimidation, vioiencs, and false counting return a false re-

Gsnlt a.t Mecuon ‘and the real majomy refuse to submw?

nore imn; inent questlcns than

Z bo'ut, but
Ordway seems not to know that the militia has any

neern with them.

" We charge ihat Gen. Ordway gave a false. 'md malicious

Thesc aré *‘ internal disor xlen” ‘worth talki

represuxtauon of the cha
adroitly and with a pu pose “ove “thers in with his allusions
to ¢ professi-mal rioters”’ and orgamizations with unpopular
names to convince the militia that there are no diﬂj‘erénces
_betweea them. His snmmmg s that ¢ suy mob wiich has

What are the duties of the militia whea'a mob .

acter of 1abor organizations, and -

““ dreamers ” are the followers of * Anarchists ”’ and deserve
the same fate, and rejoices that *efectually eradicating
them,” which might *‘otherwise be a duty, will become a
pleasure.”

Gen. Ordway seems to have observed the natural relue-
tance of soldiers tq sho ¢ their own neighbors which is mani-
fested so frequently of late in Europe, Unless he had
misgivings that respect for the law on one hand and * com-
punctions "’ against * eradicatiug ** people on the other would
impair the efficiency of the militia, his remarks bhad no
point.

He argued: first, that the militia need have no fear of the
law; second, that they need have great fear of mobs and
their leaders; and third, that all the people in a mob are fit
only to be ‘‘ effectually eradicated” not only without * vom-
punctions,”’ but with * pleasure.”

There are two safeguards against the catastrophes to
which Gen. Ordway’s instructions tend. One is that we may
reasonably hope that his subordinates are so far superior to
him that they will ignore his foolish talk. The other is that
a street riot in Washington, so far a3 labor organizations,
Socialists, or Anarchists are roncerned, will never oceur,

Another safeguard can be added by the War Department
in the shape of thbe removal of Gen. Ordway from the com-
mand of the District National Guard and the appointment of
some fit person to the position,  There are undoubtedly men
who combine with the necessary military qualifications a due
seuse of the supremacy of the law, a spirit not appalled by
imaginary dangers from * labor agitators,” a humane regard
for human life, even when it is necessary to take it, a zeal
for the protection of property withott a zeal for the destrue-
tion of men, a capacity to keep his instructions within his
profession and his knowledge and to hold his tongue upon
matters of which he knows nothing, and other things which
in a soldier make the difference between a man and a bully,

We, therefore, request the War Department to take ihe
proper steps to discipline Gen, Ordway and to remove him
from a position where he is a menace to the peace and good
order of the community.

We have also to state that it is the intention of thisdistrict
assembly to call the atCentxon of Congress to the matter as
soon as practlcable

Free COpynght and the Devnl’s Advocate.

To the Editor of Lzbert vl

Mr. Yarros was once frank enough to expiv.s with regard
to myself the most exalted contempt for debate with an in-
dividual who was -— well, who was so completely the reverse
of everything that Mr. Yarros manifestly is. And notwith-
standing that since that time my comrade has several times
unguardedly permitted himself to notice my existence and
even my intellect, T am too well aware of his settled convie-
ticus, not only concerning myself but indeed the majority of
his contemporaries, to be thereby deceived. Now, I have
too great a respect'for tlié rights and benefits of the boycott,
in all its degrees, not to meet any man half-way who pro-
poses to boycott myself. I therefore hasten to assure Mr.
Yarros, if he should hdppen to read this, that what I am
about to say was not written with any desire to provoke him
to discussion. ' It is addressed to the general reader of Lib-
erty, and -merely’ ‘describes a mental debate suggested by
reading hiis * Land and 1deas as Property.”

And of course ideas so crude, not to say idiotic, expressed
in terms so unscientific; will be beneath his notice.

Having premised so'much by way of a sop to Cerberus, yon
and 1, dear reader, dre free, perliaps, to amuse ourselves in
otit vwn childlike way. -

Now, I have a habit of keeping a ‘‘Devil’s Advocate,”
and, whenever I hear arguments that conflict with my con-
victions, I 'zippomt him to plead their cause before me in op-
position to my Own Advocate. ‘The Devil’s Advocate is a
good fel” ow, who aniuses ‘me greatly, and very oiten con-
vinces me, and obliges me to give sentence in his favor.

The arguiment that he this time placed before me was to
this effect: ' May it please the Court! ~— If a man first dis-
covers, ‘occupies, “and -uses a certain train of thought, ex-
pressed conceretely in a certain form, — a book, for instance,
— T claim that; by reason of such occupation and priority of
discovery, all other men- are-as rightfully excluded as they
would be from a'piece of land wkich the first discoverer occu-
‘pied in usufruct. As a farmer is entitled to the whole pro-
duet cf his labor on his-land, even so is‘an author entitled to

‘| the' 'whole produet of his labor’ on"his domain ‘of ideas.
Therefore copyright is justified by usufruct, and it is Just as|
clearly an invasion for one man to'copy another man's book |
as it would be for one farmer to copy — to =’ Here it ap-

penred to the Court that the I): A. was confused or had for-
gotten something; however, after a momentary pause, he
-1ooked complacently around and sat down as if hu had made
‘a‘good finish.

To: this my Owun Advocae promptly rep]ied “Your
Honor! — This question eo' only be decided by reference to
the principle of equal libexty. If A takes up and ocenpiess
bit of Jaud suftieient only for his maintenance, it is manifest
that B cannot sreupy, or attempt to occupy, the
“ont invasion. ' But ‘this' is'a matter of usu(ruét,
all of copyright. "The fact that A ceeupl

and not at

' -of land prevents

B from occupying the sawme |

and uses a piece

of vLnoccupied land and farming it in pr 5
manner. This is imitation, not invasion. There is nothing
in the agricultural ethics ¢f any country to prevent B

is & good imitator, from copying all the original exper!

of A, who is a good inventor, exactly. ~ It is recognized
among the unsophisticated sons of the sofl that B has as good
a right % use his faculty of imitation as A his faculty of ori-
gination, and adjudged tbai B’s doing 8o does A no harm,
Now, your Honor, 1 ciaim that it was a sudden perception of
this that caused my cpponent to break down, He knows
there is no question of copyright among farmers, ~ They all
copy. And, your Honor, first discovery has nothing to do-
with just ownership anyhow. It is not the man who first
discovers a bee-tree, but the- man who first chops his mark
on it, who owns ii, according to the law of the woods. Not
the hunter who firsi sees the deer, but he who kills'it, has the
venison. "The man who first finds a diamond and leaves it as
a thing of no valne does not own it, bui the tinder who picks
it up and polishes or sets it. It is labor ihat gives a valid
title to p and aband t annuls even that. But
all this again, your Honor, is a matter of ownership, and -
not of copyright. Discoveries can be repeated — that is,
copied -— indefinitely without in F naviga-
tors, indifferent alike tv usufruct and liberty, have indeed
set the example of claiming for themseives, or their tyrants,
the new countries they aiscovered, people and all (a poor
precedent that for a teacher of liberty), but I never heard
that they forbade the imitation of the act of discovery.  And
indeed, your Homnor, I think ‘none of ,these- monopobsts oi
copyright care anything about the uct of

reward of that act that they plot to'st~al away. They are
like the medical monopolists, =~ anybody may prescribe, but
only the ‘ regulars ’ may take ray.. Not the patxent, lmt the
doctor’s pocket is * protected.’

“Pruth, from which ideas are derived, mr, wat.er, sun-
light, land, are all alike in this; — that everyone may us¢
what he needs of that which is not in use. ' It is only in <he,
domains of the first and the last that monopoly has often
been attempted, and always with disastrous results.  And in
all these uuiversal human _experience has proved that imita-
tion, free aud feq is of mable value.  Usufruet
never forbids it.. Ths owledge that is in my braj
clusively miae, bui another, ‘may. imitate every .ot in its ac- |
quisition and possess similar knowledge. - Another may not
attempt to inhale the air Whlc am nhalmg withount in-
vasion, but the unoccupied atmosphere Iree to him, and be'
may imitate every act of my. breathing. “Ii is the s same with:
water, light, and, as 1 have before shown, land. :
absorb the same suu-mys, I caunot drink the same water, 1
cannot occupy the sanie position in space, 1 cannot possess
the same land, I ¢annot perform the same ‘acts as my fellow
but I may always, where nature ‘fails not, do acts similar to
his, and in so doing vindicate my own rights and mvwde not
his. Nor is there any miracle or break in the na,tural se-
quence when we come to mental function or lite
The universality of law is the first dictum of science.
cannot think another man's t.houghts, or write his book, but
here, as everywhere; I may imitate him and do no wrong.
Of course, this justification does not include the addition of
falsification. ~ Falsification is justified ‘only when used de-;
fensively against invasion.” All other deception
vasive, for all inoffensive men’ ha e a right to know the tru
they need to use. B !ms a ngm to copy A’s book provtded
he copies the author’s name with the rest. . He has no Tight
to print on the title-page, *This is B's book,’ but he has a
right to say, * This'is B’s copy of A’s bcok and in s0 domg
fulfils all just claimsof honor:: : ;

1t is just as great tyranny to force al) men to he ongmal .
as to force all Lo be alike.”

The arguments of my Own Advocate appeared to' n‘e :
self-evidenced, and attested by analogy and’ common sense,
that I unhesltatmgly gave sentence in his fa

To the Editor of Liber
I Liberty, No. 184

one by Mr. Yarros

the other against **C

there is absolutely no reason for appl ying
dccupying ownership to the sphere of id

and control of ideas egual’ lilxmy neltl\er
tenances any resmctio 5

part of the body of the producer. _The workin
cannot be sold; Snly the material of nature, t

| labor, \\hethet memal r

clally.””
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logically, each
Consequently ] {

There is no f ying
anarsmp 0‘ las : eas.
sarily

nble. No concelver of an
idea can &ranst‘er it llodll,y from his own brain to that of an-
other, anl thus deprive himsel of it;. Henea it ,; not ‘A Mmer-
chantable or ecenomie quantity.
of exchange, - But since ideas cannot
they are necessarily outside the re [
mx‘e. it is only embodaed ideas t

[While I ‘am with Mr., Ha.mon in t,u kmg that
ideas are not properly economie q\mntltmq, t must not
be inferred that I endorse his statements that there is
no correlation between occupying owne: 'p of land

and ownership and control of ideas, ‘that 0 one can
rightfully own land, and that 1deas are human pro-
ducts, — ]unm)n LmuuY.]

Is This Book Worth Reading P
Gal {(,hncago }lt.uld]

T lxe l‘wentieth Century Publishing. (’Jompau has ublishedf
- a book entitled ¢ Letters to Farmers' Sons on the Quescmns

of the Day, being Familiar Talks on Political mouomy,” by
Henry $. Chase, M. D. At :he outset, <he doctor assures the
‘““dear Woys ' that: What I say will bé my own th

for 1-shall consult no books whatever.”  After ruad
assurance, one is not surprised to find ‘him defining po!
economy as ‘‘the knowledge or sclence of carrymg on
affairs of cmes. emmues, and staues in the best mannoj

the science of medicine.  What I say v

o thoughta, for ;I shall consult no books

tongue as a healing iuﬂueuce is not to be compared to the

top of tha head, but we are free to say that we are not posi-
tive about anything to the contrary.. We are not prepas
to believe absolutely, with him, that the root of playfulneis
is in the shoulder blades, but we do agree to the proposition,
struek with a bold die deep into the cover of his book, that
this work is n revolution in biology. Ti is a whole team of &
revolution, with a yellow dog under the wagon. We trust
that the Doctor’s map of soul spots may prove a source of

honor and emolument to him, ~Artemus Ward is dead, but
Mark Twain would be able to tell him how toget n properly

before t.he publie.

A Spectacie for Gods and Men.
[Ambrose Bierce in San Francisco Exaininer]
In my poor judgment this’ entire incident of the Presi.(ent’s

visit is infinitely discrediiable to President and people Ido

not:go into the question of his motive in coming.. Be ‘that
what it may, the manner of it seems to me, with all sincere
deference to my editor’s contrary opinion, an outrage upon
all the principles and sentiments underlying republicau in-
stitutions. In all but name it was a * royal progress,”’ — the
same costly ostentation; the saine civic and milltary pomp;

the same solemn and senseless adulation; the same ubase-,

ment of spirit of the \[nuy belore the One,

cinating ‘but terrible: past as. survnvals of servitude.  They

-1 -speak ® various language of oppression and the superst

of man-woralnp, they earry forward the traditions of the
steptre and the lash. Through *“ihe plaudits of the people o
may be henrd always the faint far cry of the beaten slavc:
Respect ? Respect the good. Respect the wise. . Respect the
dead. - Let the President 100k to'it that he belong to one of
these classes. His going about the coun gorgeous state
and barbaric splendor as the guest of u thieving corporation,
but at our expense,—-shm ng and dining and swining, — un-
souling himself of clotted nonsense in pickled platitudes cal-
culated for the meridian of Coon Hollow, Indiana, but
ingeniously -adapted to each water-tank on the line of his

would begm his familiar talk to the " dear boys
own seience in'just that way. But it would be as reasonable
as the beginaning of his famxllar talks on pohtical e(.onomy in

) instead of expressmg eon=
that is, t‘or the recorded . tlxongbts of

economy is not the art of nrrymg on public affairs any

‘more than' th 'science of medicine is the art of putting up

He might lmve 1eamed ‘that polnic:l economy

turbance thau hxs predmtxons, but that is not hw fan ; - We
are a wncked and fri olous people, if we cai enjoy tlie ol

_There is richness in

" Joseph Rodes Buchanar

inference

|in any country
- progress is bein
‘of capital under’ good security. In the works of the eco-

purchases of vario:
bonda, State bonds,

ducts, - then the" use o(; ¢l
“Dhusiness’’ leaves the nse
to pwducta.

sion of check business- we

ii
incidental wldmonal demaads for qauh,.zl-‘ n paying fees and

| so forth, than supersede the- existing demand for money.

‘This leaves the questict what ‘3 the déemand for coinanen-
tirely open ;uestion. It simply dlsposes of the percentage

/| fallacy as an.insinuation thal mouey is scawel needed.

WARsAW, May 1. i
suspecting the poli
;uarters “be searched

criminating nature.

absurd progress does not prove it, and the  pr
s great office” is aga.mst hin. )

Can you: not.see, poor, misgaided fellow-¢ itxzens,” how
you pemm: your.political tiskinasters to forge leg-chains of
your follies and load you down with them?  ‘Will nothing
teach ‘you that all this fuss-and-feathers, all this ceremony,
all this official gorgeousness and brass-banding, this ‘‘ mani-
festation of a- proper respect_for the Nation’s head,”’ this
monkey-business, lias. no decent place in American life and
American polities? Will no experience open: your stupid
eyes to the fact that these | shows are but absurd imitations of
royalty, to hold you silly while you are’ plundered by the
managers of the perrormance?-—- that while you toss your
greasy caps in air and sustain them by the ascending cur-

‘| rent of your senseless hurrahs the programmers are going

through your blessed pocket. and exploiting your holy dol-
lars? - No; you feel secure: ‘power is of the People,” and
yoii can efféct a change of robbers every four years. . Ines-
timable privilege — to pull off the glutted leech and attach
the lean one! . ‘And you cannot eéven choose among the lean
leeches, but must accept those designated by the  pro-

grammers and showmen who have the reptiles on tap! But |

then: you are not ‘‘subjects”’; you:aré ‘“citizens’’ '~ there
is maueh in that. Your tyrant is'not a “King’; he is a
+ President.”. He does not occupy a *‘throne,” but a
“chair.”’ . He does not sueceed to it by irheéritance' he is

d pltchforked into it by the ‘boss. Altogether, you are dis-

tinctly better off than the Raussian mowjik ‘who wears his
shirt. outside his trousers and has never shaken hands with

ce as regards the probable necesnity for mmxey? t
avoring an | a

gures have the effdet
t th need fo;- money ‘must be very much
smaller than it was at the time when something much less

| than ninety per cent. ‘of the business was done by means of .
‘checks., Even 1f this be true, it does not answer the question |

how nuch money is uceded. " The declining rate of interest
ade in the accumulation and mobilizatio
nomim the use | of money is depicted as a facility replacing

A3 barter:is the exchange | .
that i is kept in"view is th

“doubtless the most hopeful sign that:| .

police,.and dxsco ered that t

fa.ctur*ng cases &,
the greatest pnb T
;gone to St. Petersbury

anburg w ha
Sunday night at.
lows:
In answer to yo
would be directly contrary to law ior Mr. Ingersoll to }ocmre
tpon_ the Sabbath day or evening where an adriission is
charged. I hope will not attempt to have & lecture de-
livered; for it will be my mperative cuty to prevent the
same. . This letter is written after consu'tavica with the at-
wrney ot \‘,his de rt.men ‘with referen

unah,erably {
Sunday qnemonV ‘We ha:

pemphlets relating to 45
ing all stones, legends
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a bounty of two-cents a pound on:sugar produced in this
country, requires the planters to prusent an application to
the ~ommissioner of internal revenue, early in the year,
annouuecing how much sugar they expect to raise, and fur-
nishing bonds proportionate to the bounty they ask from the
government. So far 36 of the 842 planters in the State have
pr ted their lications and offered their bonds. They
expect to produce 51,375,000 pounds of sugar. This will be
an average of 1,408,000 pounda to the plantation, so that each
plantation Wil recoive over $28,000 bounty, and the 36 alone
$1,007 500, Mr. Leon Godehaux, clothier, of New Orleans,
asks for 248,800 ou his five plantations; Messrs. B. Leliman
& Bro.. of Donaldsville, call for $115,000; Mr. H. L. Mennot,
of New Iberia, for $100,000, and a nmunber of others will
take $30,000 or more out of the Federal treasury, unless
there is an overflow or an early frost to injure the cane, 1f
the applications keep up as'they are doing, Louisiana aloge
will call for nearty $10,000,000 of sugar bounty. .

o All with bottles tonight,” remarked the Heutenant of
station 3 in Boston-on the night of Decoration Day, as he
took a bottle from-a prisoner just brought in. The holders
of first, second, and third-class licenses were obliged to close
up on Decoration Day, but the wholesale dealer and the
fourth-class grocer did a rushing ‘business, and the rogular
Ssiurday night quota o{ drunks was- reglstered at all the
stations. :

Paris, May 2. — The zlurd art salon was opened in’ this
city today. A sensation was caussd by the police seizing
two of the pic Emp William on horse-
back, tr ,." on um pr te Tigure of France and carry-
ing off women representing Alsace and Lorraine, the other
depicting a desert strewn with skalls, one of which bore a
likeness to the features of M. Jules Ferry.

WASHINGTON, June 3 Postmaster-Guneral ‘Wanamaker
has directed Maj. Pollock; chief of the free delivery service,
and Mr. Scott, chief of the salairy and allowance division, to
go to Boston and make an investigation into the needs of the
gervice in that city. The Boston postmaster, among other
things, considers that G4 additional letter carriers are needed
in order to properly serve the postal wants of the people of
Boston. While this is true of Boston, ‘the same demand for
more clerks and more carrlers comes froni other cities. = Alto-
gether, if the demands from the oftices throughout the coun-
try are acceded to, there will be at least 1,000 additional
letter carriers appointed on the 1st of July next. This would
increase the-army of letter ‘carriers to about 11,100 men.

Congress, however, only appropriated sutficient money for |

the employment of 450 additional letter carriers, and if this
1.. mber could be distributed around there would be no diffi-
culty. But, acrording to the figures of the last census, there
are 75 towns where the population is sufticient to bring them
within the legal limits of towns which have s right to the
free delivery service. AHowing four cazriers to each of
these towns, there would be left only 180 carriers to supply
the demand which no‘w aggregates about 1,000. It is, there-
fore; very evident to the post-oftice department oflicials that
all the cities'and towns are not going to get as many carriess
as they have asked for, and.that they will be compelled to
get along as well as Lhey can wtth substantially their present
force. . .

The Devnl, Myself and Hell.

. BY

He was an excessively modern devil, and, as he languidly
goated himself in the arm-chair opposite me, he looked as
though he had just stepped out of * Faust np to Date.” He
wasa pufect dress-suit Mephisto.

My surprise at seeing the devil so-cloge to'me gave vent to
itself in’ the question, which I asked in'a voice combining
volume and expressxon in‘about equal propomon.

“ Where'in Hell did you comie from?’

~‘The devil laughed loudly. ;

“Really,” le said, * your- quesnon strikes me ju a Iudi-
crous manner: it'is so lxke prof.mxt) Excuse my mirth,
please.”

He leaned back und laughed i

RGE - ! 'ORREST.

i loudet.
remark, the tenor of which
erally. painted was not of a

‘Walter Besant’s.

 the number i8 limited. The first: four . vol

He winked at me, and said:

4 Of course we — the iatelligent devils — pay uo attention
to theological argument, nowidays; but then, what would
the poor laborers do if they had no one to preach a heaven to
them?"”

I was stupefied. **Go on,”” Isald.

““We," he continued, * pay more attention to sociological
problems. We are bringing heaven nearer to the poor devils
than the theologians did. We tell them that in the future
Hell itself will be a Heaven — we generally keep this future
far enough ahead to be quite misty. There are some, how-
ever, who are drawing that future nearer; and still others
who declare that the only real heaven istoday. The Nation-
alists, now "’ —

“What! " 1exclaimed. * Nationalists in Hell! "

“They are in the majocity there,” he replied.

I took the devil by the hand, and said earnestly:
lieve you. Goon.”

“Yes,”” he continued, ‘‘ the Nationalists are in the major-
ity. Their Heaven is quite popular, — only about a genera-
tion ahead, — and the old devils tell the young devils that
perhaps their (the young devils’) children will live to see it.
It’s a delightful theory, theirs, and sosimple: All willgovern
each, and each will govern all, and there will be no majority
rule; don’t you see — all will govern all; that will settles
it. It is just as simple as two and two are sixty-four; the
fact that two and two cannot- be' sixty-fcuar has nothing
whatever to do with it.”

The devil paused for a while in order to switch to another
phase of the question.

“1 be-

“Then there are the smgle-mxers—-but smgle-tax is.

about burned out in Hell; and the Individualists and ‘Anar-
chists, they are coming forward with their brilliant argu-
ments. Their discussions usually end in a thoroughly
individnalistic manner, something like this: o

¢ Affirmative - - Having proven that my opponents don’t

know what they are talking about, I leave them still talk-

ing.

““Megative — Having firmly established the case in- my
favor, I may consider the question as settled.”

Again the devil paused, and again switched his thought.

““ We have societies in Hell,”” he said, ‘* for the suppression
of vice and for the suppression of literature, and the voice of
our postmaster-general is frequently heard in both these so-
cieties; and it is whispered that he is as familiar with the
object of one as he is unfamiliar with the other: need I
specify ?

*'Then there are the middle-classes.in Hell, tte dear old
tourgeoisie. They are patriotic and make suel: ;. sod citizens,
and they are very. respectable.. ‘They are quite literary also,
and read the magazines and novels: respectable magazines
with articles about Africa, and respectable novels, say like
They cultivate art also, but only moral
art, remember; and the drama, the respectable drama (Mr.
and Mrs. Kendal), how they love it! * —

1 interrupted the devil.

“ Do you know,”” I said, *“it is as though I had been there,
in Hell; it seems very familiar to me, it is so like " —

¢ Perhaps you have been there,” he interrupted.

“Then where, what, is it 2" I asked.

‘1t is & caniera,’ he replied.

* And it pictures'what?”’

He threw open the shutters,

“ Look,’” he said.

And I icoked out on ihe street.- Pedestrians were passing;
trucks, buggies, horse-cars, baby-carriages; fat men,:lean
men, women to mateh; ‘dogs — . Then a sudden light broke
upon me, and I cried:

*“Ah! T know what Hell pu,ture'x.

But when I turned, the devil was gone.
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