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‘e For always in thine eyes, O Liberty!
i~ Shines that high light wherily the wortd is saved ;
Aml tlwugk thow slay us, we will trust in thee.”
JoBN HAy.

' The Congressmen have goue home. Of course the
treasurv is' empty ‘and there is a big deficit for us to

make good. Long live “law and order”!

The Frene Government with the view to encour-

= o become merchants,” is .:fferm'r

bursa.rshxps, to be gained by competitive examination.
e If the French Govemment " says: ‘Auberon Herbert,

“ would grant \tself a perpetual vacuhon, allow France

against me. T
Commd

leave the case practically as it is before the law.
Some rmployers are more liberal than others toward
women iu employments. Moreover it is seldom that
the woman is not handicapped with some circum-
stances creating more or less unavailability in an em-
ployment as compared with a man. Where no such
condition exists and the employment is reputable it
will generally be found that a tendency exists to the
employment of women in that particular branch.
Then the comparatively smaller demand elsewhere for
women’s labor creates. a competition among women
workers in the smaller number of employments well
opeu to them, and so, if demand and supply is to rule
in wages, the wages in such employments under the
circumstances must be somewhat lower than in others
unsuited to women. Any departure from this rule by
an employer would be simply generosity, not business.
What then is the pertinence of the demand for equal
wages when presented in connection with » legislative
scheme, if it be not a demand for legislation fixing
wages to ihe extent intimated as fair and equal?
But employers may prefer men when equal wages are
ordered in some future development of the State verg-
ing upon a Socialistic order. - Hence, after the women
were found to be neglected as workers under the arbi-
trary tale commanding equal pay, the new regulation
of industry would have need: of Teinforcement b 'yet
another rule restraining the’employer from exercising
any discritaination in the selection of his employees as
regards sex. Havmg gone thus ‘far would it be worth
while to in'a pretended adberence to the pre-
sent basis of business relations

48

on the lines' laid’ down b
There is logic in acts and i

the svstem of which such; :
part, as nearly as they are ab

‘Ultimately the ainl
of much which ga.ms the support. of & ma]onty of or- |

1f now he lends his money at interest he is told that he will
be appropriating from among the borrower’s goods a sum
that he will hava done nothing to earn. Has the borrower
po jndgment abount that? The lender who saved * by eco-
nomy and self-denial’”’ has already earned more than he
lends if hie lends without interest, for he has earned $1,000
worth of scarce, interest-commanding money, which is‘a
very different *hing from earning #1,000 in a free currency
that would represent only labor value and that value fully
paid u)- at the time. But the principal thing to which I now
wish to direct further attention is in this question: from
whose goosds is the interest taken? Mr. Pentecost says from
the borrower, and he means it strictly, of course, for he sug-
geats a loan without interest; a loau, mark, of this very
monopoly money which one has worked disadvantageously to
get. But the fact that the borrower pays the interest and
has more left than he would have if the loan had been re-
fused, may be deemed proof that the interest does not come
out of the borrower's goods. 1t -comes out of the general
stock of wealth through the borrower.

One must smile when one hears the asssrtion that the bor-
rower under the present regimen performs for the lender a
service for no equivalent. The borrower who could get
money without interest would compete with others who have
to pay interest and would: put 80 much more proﬁt in"his
pocket. .

To view this subject the better let us sup 086 tlnt the;
owner of the $1,000 locks it up instead of le ito Mr:
Pentacost has aroused the man's conscientious scruples or his
pride and he will not take interest, but he does not fcslin- =
duty bound to lend, neither willing to allow another t i

form a gratuitous service for him, and after all he is not ﬁuch L

a ninny as to pay the borrower for taking his preclous mono-
poly money and exploiting society with it,

fect of locking the _money up? - That the would be botrowerf

and that while the ownet of the money will 1ot
the general store any prod in‘excess of $1,000

‘the interruption of labor cansed by his withdrawal from ir-

culation of ‘$1,000 in motiky under present circumstances will
arrest production so as to leave the total stock smaller than
it would have been if he had accepted interest'and let the
money go-into circulation. - These points also Mr. I’enteoost
does not touch upon, yet they concern one taking any
prehensive view on the subject. :
There is one expression usvd by Mr. Westrup' whxch is per- -
haps questionable.. He says: ‘It is the:very essence of
Egoism that if the ends solight by Altruists are ever attained
they will be reachied through Egoism.” I think that nothing
whicl is contingent or doubtful cau logically of the es-
sence of Egoism, that Mr. Westmp'

8o he does no-
thing. Now society has provided little currency and hasnot
_calculated upon men’s refusing interest, what will be the ef-
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A Brush with Bibliokleptomaniacs.

{Wordsworth Denisthorpe in Personal Rights Journal,
I

On Novewber 2, 1557, my neighbors, or a majority of
them, perpetraced a most unneighborly trick, which nat-
urally hronght about i quarrel between us, lasting till last
swmmer. They decided to rob me of a sum of money (only
Wosti? 1o be spent in buying themselves some novels
sazines,  They were careful to tell mo that the sum
. was very siall — “equal to one forty-fourth part of the cur-

rent Poor Rate.” Now, first of all, I am a bit of a stickler

for a principle, swhich was not affected by the smalluess of

the theft: and, secondly, I have had suflicient experience of

this sort of thing to know that it was only a case of getting

in the thin end of the wedge. I therefore sent my share of

the cost ol lizhting, sewaue, vte,, to our common treasury to-
B gether with the following letter:

‘“January 2, 1888,
“Po Mr. W. 8. Mayers, Rate-Collector.
* Pear 8ir: —1I have pleasare in enclosing cheeque for £11
. 188, 4d. for serviees rendered in the way of lighting, sewage,
- ete. I observe I am asked to contribute twe shillings and
& threepenee halfpenny towards a public library; but with
y this request [ am unable to comply. Having bought o large
number of books, aml baing a subseriber to a lending-library,
I hiave no use for the library you parpose, nor do I feel called
upon to subsidize any such institution. Those who require it
-~ shiould pay for Failing that, there is charity to fall back
e upon; aud inasmuch as 1 am credibly informed that more
® ' than half the inhabitants in this district are willing to snb-
seribe, there searss ne cause whatever for ¢ raquisitioning ** on
the unv’ ling. “1 am yours, &e.,
“W. DONISTHORPE."

In reply to this, instead of a friendly explanation, I got the
frnnicst letter you ever saw in your life, — not from Mr.
Mayers, but from & gentleman signing himself H. B. Hals~
well. He may bea very good fellow (I believe he is), but he
ought not to write so pompously. . Here it is:

. “ February 18, 1883,
*To Wordsworth Donisthorpe.

**Whereas Walter Samnel Mayers, one of the collectors of
N the Parochial Rates of the Parish of St. Mary Abbots, Ken-
sington, in the said County of Middlesex, hath this day made
Oath before me, one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace
in and for the said County of Middlesex, that you, being
charge.! or assessed to the undermeéntioned rates or assess-
ments of the said Parish, made as hereunder set forth, have
refused or neglected to pay the said Rates or Assessments,
althongh the same have been duly demanded of you, I, the
said Justice, do therefore, in pursuance of the Acts of Parlia-
ment in that respect, SUMMON you and require you person-
ally to be and appear before me, or any one or more of Her
Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the said (‘ounty, who
shall be then present at the VESTRY HALL, KENSING-
TON, on Thursday, the 23rd day of February instant, at
TEX o'clock in the forenoon of the same day, to show cause
why you refuse to pay the said Rates or Assessments, so
charged and assessed on you as aforesaid.  Given under my
hand this 18th day of February, 1888, i
- ¢ (Signed) i

This effusion was followed on the 9th of March by a little
note from Mr. Mayers himself:

H. B. HALsWELL »”

~ “Mar h 9, 1888.
““To W. Donisthorpe, qu

“8ir, — I beg to give you notice T hold a arrant for the
recovery of the Libraries Rates which you have refused to
pay, and to say I am instructed to'levy for the amount, un-

less the same be paid to me by Wednesday next. i

“ Yours obedxeutly, L

; “W.S MAYERB.’;’
You wilt have observed that Mr. Halswell spelt’ UMMON
all in large capitals, thérel y, as 1 thmk taking a mean ad-

which'} iid

or course,'i{‘

have made up the
force, they are q
y force, and

- you will let

that the language used by the Majority to the other fellows
is reaily awe-inspiving and majestically conceived, For in-
stance, [ zot a letter from the Commissioner of Police of the
Metropolis last week, in which he “acquaints me that, . . "
A well-edugated shopman would be content to *“ inform me.”
A gentleman would sink so low as to *‘ tell me,”” but an of-
ficial “ acquaints me.”” However, here is the little commiuni-
qué of the gentleman in the gutter:

“Mr. Donisthorpe, or whom this may concern. Take No-
tice, That by the authority and on behalf of r. Mayers,
Collector of Rates for the Parish of Kensington, I have this
21st day of March, in rhe year of our Lord 1888, distrained
the several Goods and Chattels specitied in the schedule or
inventory hereunder written, in your Dwelling House at 52,
Pembridge Villas, in the Parish of Kensingtou, in the County
of Middlesex, for Rates due to the same Parish, and if you
do not pay the said Rates so due and in Arrear as aforesaid,
together with the costs and charges of this distress, [ shall
cause the said Goods and Chattels to be Appraised aud Sold,
pursnant to the Statute in that case made and provided.
GIVEN under my hand the Day and Year above written.
Frederick Church, 266, Portobello Road.

“The Schedule or Inventory above referred to (viz.); —
Gak Side Board. In the name of any other goods on the
premises sufficient to pay the Rates and Expenses of the Dis-
tress. “EF. G

After traunslating all this glorified patter into plain
English, 1 sat down and wrote to the Vestry Clerk, saying
that ““if the rate-collector has no more civility or tact than
o proceed in this insolent manner, he must be taught his
place, amd a suitable servant put in his stead. [ shal' be
obliged if you will kindly look into this matter. -~ Yours
truly, W. Donisthorpe.” I have said I wrote this letter to
the * Vestry Clerk.” I cannot swear to this. It may be
that I addressed it to the ““ Clerk to the Vestry.” Aayhow [
got a reply from the Clerk to the Vestry saying that he hac
handed my letter to the Vestry Clerk, ¢ it being a matter not
under the control of the Vestry.” Three days later, I re-
ceived a singular communication from the said Vestry Clerk.
It is dated March 27, 1888 and is as follows:

¢ March 27, 1888.
“To W. Donisthorpe, Esq.

¢ Sir, — I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 23rd instant, with reference to the recent action of Mr.
Mayers, one of the Rate-collectors of this Parish, in enforcing
the payment of the Public Libraries Rate;-and in reply
thereto have to state that the Acts being adopted upon a poll
of the Ratepayers, the Overseers have no alternative but to
reguire their collectors to collect the rate from all persons
duly rated. T have communicated with Mr. Mayers as to the
steps taken by him, and am informed that as you objected to
pay this rate, you were summoned, when an-order for pay-
ment was made in your absence; and the money still not be-
ing forthcoming, a Warrant of Distress was granted by the
Justices, of which due notice was given you. I am further
to state that the fact of the men having been forcibly ejected
from your premises does not relieve you of your liability,
and the amount will be carrieéd forward and included with
the demand for the next six months Parochial Rates to be
made in April.

"% Yours obediently,
“R. GREEN, Vestry Clerk, &e.”

Now, if it is not libellous to say it, I do not consider Mr.
Reuben Green by any means anideal official. I like a boure-
ing, insolent, vulgar, Bumble: whereas Mr. Green is court-
eous, gentlemanly, and patient, even under some provocation.
He is, in short, just the sort of man'you cannot decoy into an
excess of zeal and then trample upon. He reminds me of
Mr. Gladstoue in the Transvaal. Said he to the Boers:
““The fact of your having blown cnr army to glory on
Majuba Hill is a regrettable circumstance, but let us shake
hands and say no more about it.”’* Said Mr. Green, *‘the
fact of the men having been forcibly ejected from  your
premises does not relieve you of your liability.”

Meanwhile T went to Yorkshire and the Collector went to
bed. - So that it was not till April 13th that I eceived this
polite and charactemtm note from Mr. Green: —

“ April 13, 1588,

“ToW. Donisthorpe, Esq
¢ 8ir, — 1. beg to ackuowledge the recelpt o your let\.er of

owing to the illness of Mr. Mayers the rate-c lects
with reference to that oﬂicer’s enforcmg paym

procedure for the réco!
lsctor, i in defaul

| a; b, ande.
¢ ‘them into a ‘hole and 1 ft. thei

| orain in the same nanuer as for & Poor Rate upon your ef-

S actnatly signed ot the Vestry Hall by the Rev, Darby Reade,

statement made to you by Mr. Mayers, and that in your
absence an order for payment was made by the sitting Jus-
tice.  Also that Mr, Mayers informed you by letter unless
the rate was paid, he should have no alternative but to dis-

feets.  With sespeci b the warrant of distress, it was

M. A. It would appear that as the ratepay-- s have at a Poll
adepted the Aets, and the duty of collecting the Library
Rate in the same manuer as a Poor Rate is east upon the
overseers, their officer has only adopted the usual course for
enforeing payment. May 1 repeat the suggestion contained
in wy former letter to you, that as the Library Rate is now a
recoverahle Arrear, it will be better to inelude it again
in the demand for the six months Parochial Rates sbortly
to be made, and if you care to raise any question as to
the validity of same or otherwise, you can do so at the proper
time.

“Yours obediently,
“R. GREEN, Vestry Clerk."”

On July 7th 1 again paid my rates, less the library-tax,
and improved the oceasion by telling Mr. Mayers u little
aneedote:

“July 7, 1858,
“To Mr. W.S. Mayers.

“8ir,— I enclose cheque for £15 5s. 10, for rates due
next September for the then past half year. " Services are
usnally paid for ¢rter they have been rendered. And:this
rale would seein to apply moere particularly to those se Ces
which are unasked. Yours traly,

LI \ i D.”

“P. 8, —1t may interest the class you represent to learn
that I lost a pocket-handkerchief in a crowd the other day.
The gentleman who annexed it explained that i A
exactly one fifty-second part of the value of all the clothes I .
was wearing; and furthermore that the transaction was in -
accordance with the interests of the great majority — those
who have no pocket-handkeichiefs, This struck ine as'so
satisfactory that I had no more to'say except to apologize for
having guestioned the propriety of his conduct. — W. D.””

1 do not think our Collector sasv the point of the story, far
the next exhibit (as the lawyers say) is another portentous
document, signed H. B. Halswell, in which thie so! ;
word SUMMON is again spelt with the largest capital :
the Municipal case; and *“Whercas” is printed in early
English type, which being utterly illegible to the untutored
mind, must be wonderfully persuasive in'some quarters. .
hardly felt equal to answering Mr. Halsvrellfs,invitatiou in -
the same grandiose style, and so I let it pass altogether
out comiuent. But I did rot go. Whereupon M
took up his p'u'abl(, in goml Municipalese:”

“ October "0 1888,

“To Mr. Domsthurpe. t

“1 hereby give younotice thata warrant has been issued by
the Magistrates for the recovery of your quota of the ‘Public
bemnos Rates amounting to 6s. 7d,, and. unless the same be

with all reasonable Costs and Chargcq atte‘nding‘ the said
distress without further notice.” Dated this 20th dayot cho’
ber, 1888.
“ WALTER S, Mmmns. Collectm-.”

Nothing of importance takes place, beyond an interchange
of compliments and some little Notices, for the next four
months, when I again sent Mr. Mayers my share of the com-
mon expenses, together with the following ultimatum:

“ feb’ru#iy 13, 1880,

#To Mr. W, 8. Mayers.
“Dear Sir: — I enclose cheque for rates £12 2s. lul
that in your bill there is an additional item’ of 6Gs. 10
books and reading facilities of which I have an ‘ample sup-
piy. As I lave beforesaid, if there are persons who have
the will and the strength to come and take my books y
force, — or the value of them in sideboards an
ture, — let them do so openly and above boa
help it. But I positively refuse to ¢and nd dell
“Yours truly, :

“Tsee

under my -Hand this‘Tweniy~third By,
Tl d Eight Hundred and Eight

ten capitals in that!
“W. Donisthorpe, Feb
Muniup&l printe
either. 'And then
my ‘rates from £12 5s

jump’ for a beginner.

themseélves, for they sent three excuses
‘Firstly, the d*scredwed

start and something to go

| the Coal and Winé Dues.
: fe]c it my duty to be ﬂ
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the County Council will do better, or extort less, than the

gang they have superseded.
* Yours obediently,
W, DONISTHORYE,

Saluly D8, (ss0

This kKindly warning was lost on the hvart‘nf Bumbledum,

On Aurgust
me 10 look in and have a talk with him at his little room in
the Town Hall, Kensington High-street, but T had, unfortun-
ately, a4 previous engagement.”  Amd so nothing came of
itafter wll.  hiedune, 1800, I promptly sent my cheque for the
Tates, fess the Librorp-tar, and was greatitied, though sur-
prised, 1o got o ceceipt in gull,

(e word move: in the application for rates made April,
1880, the Library Ruate was printed as a separate item,
that 'of April, (50, it is swallowed up and hidden away in
the Poor Rate.  There is, it is true, a note in small print, to |
the effect that it equals one seventy-fourth part of the total
amanut of the rate.
lation pro hono publico every time I pay my rates?
the seventy-fourth part of £14 8s. 95d.? 1 see that in the
latest application, made October, 1890, the Library Rate is

set down as “*one sirty-sisth part of the total amoeunt of the |
year

rate,”
100 7

At this rate of progress, what will it be in the

Letters from italy.
Tathe Editor of Liberty :

The predictions which we made inour last letter regarding

the elections have been entirely verified, and the government

has had s considerable wajority, almost four hundred de-

puties ont of the five hundred and eight of which the Cham-
ber is composad,

To obtain it it appealed principally to conservative senti-
ments, and Signor Crispi presented himself before the country
as the champion of the monarchy against the Radicals,whom
he accused of being republicans,  As everybody was elamor-
ing for cconomy, he promised economy; as they did not
want any new taxes, he assured them that he would impose
none, The deputies friendly to the ministry said to the
electors:  “ You want economy #nd no new taxes? For that
purpose it is needless to turn to the Radicals; eclect us, wa
will satisfy you.” 3 )

All that went: very well as long as it was a question of
words only; the difficulties’ began only after the election.
Signor Crispi and his party had an' impossible pmhlém befc
them: to establish the equilibrinm of the budget w
ducing the army aud navy expenses and without nnposing
new taxes. To understand the ditlicnlty one must know
that the budget of 1858-80 amounts'to seventeen hundred and
forty millions of franes, divided as follows: expenses which
cannot be touched (interést on the ddu, 2), six Ixnndred
and sixty williens; I
hundred and eighl
dred and sixty-five nnlhuns, ol
hundred and thirty-five millions,
fimits of this lust figure that théy m
most eighty millions in order to establish the
the budget! It is evident that that was imp

But that was not Signor (‘mspx s principal dim !
as well as his majority, could-have very easil
promises made to the voters, an
impose all the new taxes which the
in ic« present ecm'\omiv siiuatiou

her blalc aerucen, three
And it was. within the

itself.

last letter,
largely of ;»emn
Crispi. They suy
and they nemled

" the “elections th '
stronger. thanks 1
t.hin’k tlm( it, conl

;Hze this;  he
of his f

23, the importunate Mr, Halswell again invited |

In;

Now, am I expected to make thiscaleu- |
What is |

much agitated by a law which injured its interests in the

I provinces where the prefectures were to be suppressed,  But

' it was said that Signor Crispi would have yielded and would
! finally have withdrawn his bill.
i pears that he had promised the miuistry of the treasnry to a
; deputy of the Right, Signor Luzzatti, who had reported the

On the other hand, it ap-

bill {for the tax upon aleohol. Everything scemed to be go-
i ing, therefore, in fuvor of the ministry, when, on Saturday,
| January 51, Signor Crispi allowed himself to be led into a
' violent attack in the Chamber upon the ministries of the
i Right which had been in power up to 1876, accusing them of

having presented budgets which balanced only in appearance,
i and npon having maintained a servile foreign policy. ‘This
i let loose a perfeet tempest. One of the ministers, Signor
Finali, who had been a minister of the Right before 1876,
* abandoned the ministry’s bench. Signor Luzzatti, who had

! reported and defended the bill, declared that, after these of-
} fensive words from Signor Crispi, he would vote against it.
Other leaders of the Right made the same declaration. The
telegraph has already told you the upshot of all this; the
{ ministry had only one hundred and twenty-six votes in its
: favor, one hundred and eighty-slx pronouncing against it,
and Signor Crispi tendered his resignation,

This situation is not very well understood abread. The
French newspapers believe that the Chamber has given a
vote against Signor Crispi’s polities; this is an error; itis
" ouly a family quarrel between Signor Crispi and his allies of
_ the Right regarding the number of portfolios to be given the
- latter. The person who should read only the report of the
proceedings of the Chamber would get no idea of this. Here
. were deputies who were all favorable to the biil, one of them
even, Signor Luzzatti, having reported it, who suddenly
voted against it on account of a word which Signor Crispi let
fall, and which he even tried to take back, saying that he
had intended no offence to any one. This seems an enigma.
But the explanation is that Signor Crispi’s words meant
something quite other than a simple historical blame upon
the miaistries of the Right previous to 1876; they meant —
a much more serious matter — that Signor Crispi wished to
govern in his own fashion, and did not intend to give the
Right the four mini which it claimed. It was on this
point that he fell, und any other interpretation could only
lead to error.

Now what will happen? ~When this letter shall reach
America, the telegraph will have already told you whether
Signor Crispi has been charged with the formation of  Liew
cabinet, or whether that duty has been entrusted to some
deputy of the Left, like Signor Zanardviti, or even some de-
puty of the Right, like Signor Rudini; but, whatever the

tribute to the translation, the merits or demerits of which he
cannot appreciate anyway, but attacking the character of
poor Unele Benjamin jn a way that is a disgrace; or l’uxte-
cost has, is . . . but of that later,

That the man, in some hidden eorner of his brain, had a
suspicion of the weakness of his opinion is shows by the fact
that he repeats it several times unnec ily and in a con-
fused manuner, He says something the following:
There are imleed some pearls of wisdom scattered through
the book ; but to my mind to get at them is much like grub-
bing in 2 dunghill. Unele Benjamin is 1 man who devotes
his life to getting drunk and consuming other people’s wares
without paying for them. To be sure, he has much sung
Sroid and “some?’ wit,but one cannot hut wish that hemight
assoviate with more cleanly and honorable people than one
mieets with in this book.

‘This is about all that Pentecost wanted to say, but he feels
constrained to repeat: The philosoply is indeed admirable,
but the character of this Benjamin ought to have been le‘t'in
obscurity; he is & common, worthless drunkard,  without a
single virtua > except a certain goodness of heart which al-
most every frequenter of barrooms has.

Besides the assurance that the book contains one or two
excessively vulgar chapters, the assertion is now also made
two or three times that it is not worth reading, and that he
himself has not been obliged to labor throngh such stuff for
a long time, ete., ete.  But the suspicion lurking in the hid-
den corner of his brain impels this sorry critic to repeat
el nauseam that this is merely his, Pentecost's
that others may think differently.

But this apparent toleration counts for nothing in sucll a8
case. Iam quite intolerant here, and 1say: whoaver judges
cach a book in such a way has sat in judgment on
1f Pentecost were publishing a Catholic paper, 1'should con
sider him natural; for if one cannot strike an intelligent
student of the holy sham splendor in any otheér way it'will
suflice to take up his character, which in such cases must al-
ways be immoral. It has ever been so. ‘That Giordano
Bruno liked good wine just as well as the holy father, that
he did not leave the joys of love exclusively to the monks
and priests as a privilege, must at the preseit day still com-
pensate for and cover up the fact that his philosophy shook
the fonrdation of the church. If Pentecost were a puritan, I
should forgive him; the man who pays his dinner with ki&@ea
and compels a marquis to kiss his [xmterioimu

Iust of power acts the meek to perfecnou.
But hold that is surely one of the chapters which :

solution, the conditions of Italy will be very little ch i

Italy will continue to belong to the triple allinnce, for the
king is favorable to it, and thie bou~gecisie believa that the
triple alliance protects Euroye against the propagandism of
republican ideas, and that it is favorable to the interests of
the Italian dynasty and to those of the bourgeoisie, which
can thus continue to exploit.the country.

Italy shall belong ‘to the triple alliauce; she can searcely
reduce her military expenseu, ‘which are the wuntry's real
plague.

The only dxﬁerence will be 1‘;!!, - that, if Signor Crispi is
no longer in power, more politeness at least will be shown
toward the government of the French Republic. If the Jutter
shall be satisfied: with this; if French capital shall again
come to the aid of ltaly, — the existing economi ,crisis will
be relieved for a moment.  But it will not be siow in reap-
pearing, unless an attempt is made to reestablish the eqni-
librium of the budget by the redm-twn of ‘military expenses.

VILFREDO Pum'm.
FLoxE\'un, h'ALY, FEBRUARY 1, 13‘.)1.

Th’e Poor Devil’s Reply to Pentecost.
When T read the sickening revxew'ol “My Uncle Benja-
min”’ that la'.ely appeared in the ‘Twentieth Cenknry‘, *‘my
first thought was: How Pentecost will ¢ateh § it frora his ad-
miring friend Reitzel for thi: drlvelf And Iwaited ea.gerly
for the next nunmiber
Dcvil) lt came, and I was

as ¢ ively vulgar’ to friend Pentecost. Here

pom'. z.nd expostulates on it, It is'he who is vulgm
whoever reads Tillier’s book unda standingly,
child, will sce that this point, in this case; and in view of the
historical conditions, was a’moral necessity, the on]
faction that could come to sur hero for the lguommy
been made to suffer, .

Bat, our hero? ! To Pentecost he is only a co
ard! I understand the editor of the “’Twentieth Centur
is very fond of beer, very fond indeed.” May hee
many such drunks as Uncle Benjamin's! 1t mll only
to 'the advantage of his paper.  But the ph
does not pay his debtq'

robbery. ‘Here he ought to take chle Beu)uml
ideal. But'if the crm ‘d read uu'ehllly, he _wou

the mighty, the stingy,
at all timés the lnend,

and the helping hand
weary and heavy-laden?

also kept company.
cost left him in the

upinion, and -
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“in abolishing reat and interest, the last vestiges of old-time sla-
very, the Revolution cbolishes at one stroke the sword of the execu-
tioner, the seal or the magistrate, the club of the policeman, the
gauge of the erciseman, the erasing-knire of the department clerk,
all those inziynic of Polities, which young Liberty grinds beneath
her heel,” — IROUDHON,

BQ" The appearance in the editorial colnmn of articles
over other signatures than the editor’s initial indicates that
the editor approves their central purpose and general tenor,
though he docs not hold himself resg)onsible for every phrase
or word. But the appearance in other parts of the paper of
articles by the same or other writers by no means indicates
that he disapproves them in any respect, such disposition of
them being governed largely by motives of convenience.

A Trip to Chicago.

The friends of Liberty and of liberty of Chicago
having secured for me an opportunity to present iny
Anarchistic views on the ‘modern social problews to
their Eccnomie Couference, I visited Chicago in
February for the purpose, and passed a few days of
busy and delightful activity. ~Some of the things I
have seen and heurd there I now wish to communicate
to the reader, taking his interest in them for granted.

I arrived Saturcay evening, February 14, and met
all the “plumb-liners” at the office of Comrade Schil-
ling. Chicago, by the way, has sixteen “plumb-liners,”
and many sympathizers, or candidates for that title.
I was assured that individualistic Anarchism-was

growing and making excellent progress in Chicago,
while so-called *Communistic’ Anarchism ” ‘was speed-
ily Lecoming @ thing of ‘the past, ancient history.
The wmeetings of the revolutionary Commiunists are
very poorly attended, and intelligent men have ceased

© paying them attention. -~ On the other haxd, th
est in radical individualism, in phllosophlcal Anar-
chism, is spr eadmgamongstudents of social movements
--and principles. . .
The Sunday evening meetmg 1 shall‘never forget.
The Lall — Recital Hall, in' the Audit
crowded, over. six hundred- men and wo en bemg

opera.txon. At; the meetin
were" present all sorts an
reformers. Workingmen we
bankers, m'mufacturers

hurts a sound ease so much as loose and faulty argu-
wents advanced in its behalf; and T had not been
able to prepare any careful essay or address, and was
obliged to do my talking and thinking simultaneously.
Lven the few disjointed notes I had jotted down I had
forgotten to take with me. But a pleasant surprise
was in store for me. I had not used up ten minutes
of the hour allowed when I was made aware that the
audience was friendly, — I may say enthusiastically
sympathetic. The most radical of my utteraunces,
whether in reference to the condition I advocated or
to the condition I denounced and ridiculed, were vehe-
mently endorsed, and the favorable demonstrations
continued to the end, not merely of my address, but of
the eveuing’s programme. My answers to the many
questions from the different schools represented in the
audience seemed to be regarded as more than satis-
factory, and such of thequestioners as attempted to be
sarcastic at my expense at once incurred the displea-
sure of their feilow-auditors. I mention all these facts
because nobody was more astonished at them than
myself. The enthusiastic endorsement and cordial
treatment which I received al the hands of my audi-
ence was, and is, really a great surprise to me; and
not to me alone, but also to my comrades in Chicago.
Schilling could not account for it, or any other of the
plumb-liners who was present.

All the Chicago papers had reports of the lecture,
and many contained editorial criticisms of it. But as
the reports, with one exception, were misrepresenta-
tions, the editorizl criticisms, based upon these reports,
were not, of course, critivisms of my position, but of
the reporters’ interpretation of my position. I am
positive, however, that none of the reporters meant to
do me an irjustice; on the contrary, they vied with
one another in paying me compliments. But the un-
familiarity with the thought expressed made it next
to impossible to them to represent me fairly. Kven
the editor of the Chicago “Arbeiterzeitung,” who
ought to be able to grasp the ideas and point of view
of his individualistic opponents, showed in his report
that he had misconceived my position and that my
elaborate explanations on certain important points had
been utterly wasted so far as he was concerned.*

Besides the Economic Conference I addressed the
“Working People’s Social Science Club” at the Hull-
House on “Socialism and Individualism” and spoke
at a “parlor meeting ” arranged by Mrs. Charlotte C.
Holt, the Hyde Park plumb:-liner, in her own.house.
Both these gatherings were truly successful. I regret
not to have been able to accept the kind invitation of
that other remarkable Chicago institution, the Sunset
Club, to attend their gathering on February 19 and
discuss the money problem. Nothing would have
pleased me more, had circumstances permitted it, than
to lay before that intelligent body the plan of mutual
banking — which was the subject they themselves
suggested for treatment by me; but there were so
many things for me to do, to see, to hear, and so little
time to accomplish all that in, that some had to be
sacrificed.

For the people of Chicago — of the city ltself

(stockyards and all) T am too charitable to speak —T°

have nothing but praise and admiration.. A more
tolerant, hospitable, social, liberal people it would be

unreasonable to wish to deal with.  The manners,‘

spirit, and habits of the New E ng]anders had almost
led me to doubt the validity of the generah/ahon re-
gardmg man’s being a social animal. | My Chicagoex-
periences, however, have strengthened ‘my confidence

in the: correctness of that mductlon, and I now am |.

ready to look upon the New anlanderq as’ exceptlons

that only prove the rule. I am aware that many will |
smile sadly and wonder at my unstinted: pr ise for the~ :
‘ people oi Chlcngo—-the people who a few years smce

1in'the # Freihel

strikers, boycotter
- Most bused his comments on a

i th Y cmmoﬁ cnncm’n ‘me; L'am

put to death soine of the noblest and best men they
ever were called upon to honor and appreciate; T am
aware that during the eutire period between the de-
served punishment of the ruffianly police who under-
took, contrary to express orders, to suppress a
peaceable meeting of workmen, and the execution of
the Communistic reforimers on the charge — never
legally proven — of responsibility for the death of the
police in the street, — that during that whole period
the people of Chicago, with but few exceptions,
shiowed  themseclves bloodthirsty beasts rathier than
hwman and rational beings. I am aware of those
facts, and they are facts. But what I have personally
seen and heard in Chicago are also facts, and I state
them a5 such, withunt pretending to explain the ap-
parent peradox.  No doubt the growing convietion
that the treatment of the Communist; was a shameful
outrage and a <riminal blunder has a tendency to
malke the Chicagoais somewhat -aors tolerant to those
on whom, broadly speaking, the mantle of Spies and
Parsons has fallen; but human nature is not revolu-
tionized in the course of a few years, even in the West,
and it would obvicusly be absurd to attribute all the
good qualities displayed by the Chicaguars to the
anxiety to atone for previous wrengdcing. My
Chicago comrades claim that their fellow-citizens have
alwaye been distir juished for liberality and simplicity
and sincerity, I am obliged o admit the justice of
the claim, and content myself vith noting the fac's
which are certainiy strangely and strikingly incon-
sonaut with the flattering view of Chicago humanity
which my comrades take and which ‘my own limited
opportunities for observation appear to warrant, -
But to proceed with the story. 1 was taken by
friends to the famous Cook County bastile, the jail in
which Spies, Parsons, Lingg, Fischer, and Engel were
murdered according to Gary-Grinnell law, and was al-
lowed to inspect the cells which the seven prisoners
occupied. The exact spot in the north-side corridor
upon which the gallows was erected was poizied out
to me, as was also every other spot of interest con-
nected with that memorable tragedy, including ‘the
scene of the police riot and the bomb-explosx
Haymarket monumeut, and the places where the s p— :
posed conspirators were wont to congregate. :
With Schilling I went to Joliet and had an interview
with Fielden, Schwab, and Neebe, I found them in
good spirits, and was sincerely glad to percei*ie that
Fielden and Schwab took a philosophical view of the
situation. They are not without hope, ‘an :
friends in Chicago are not inactive; but they
deavoring to make the most of their present condition.
They are treated well by the officers, and are mot -

obliged to work hard. “ They have plenty ‘of time for =

reading, and a good library to make selections from.:
Painful as it was for me to see them in convict garb,
the hour’s chat we had was of ‘a nature to inspire -
optimistic sentiments. Schwab and Fielden, I. can -
state positively (and, I think, Neebe also), how realize
the utter idiocy of the revolutionary programme of -
the “whoop-her-ups ” and have lost all faith in.the ab-

surd method of the revolntxonary Communists. They ;
read and gleat]y enjoy Lx‘»erty and the “Twent. th

servatlons, and: generally wutch
'movements w1th mterest

n, the
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will it be found easier to gain support for a movement
against government monopoly of money, mails, and
similar functions, than in Chicago. Many years ago I
heard Johu Swinton speak, on a New York platform,
of the rapid growth of labor organizations and the
sentiment in favor of labor reform in Chicago ¢ under
the genius of Geo. A, Schilling.” T am happy to as-
sure the grand old man, John Swinton, that Geo. A.
Schilling now finds more important work to do than
agitating  for tradesunionism. e leaves that to
others, and successfully works for the popularization
of the principles of true individualism and Anarchistic
Socialism. He is a power in the community, and he is
ably supported by his comrades.

T am deeply grateful to the Chicago plumb-liners for
the honor and pleasure which they accorded me in ar-
ranging my trip to their city, and rejoice in the know-
ledge that they think that my visit may result in some
good to the movement. V. Y.

Inexcusable.

One is always anxious to place a charitable inter-
pretation upon the conduct of a friend when he sud-
deuly takes a surprising course that has a very
questionable look. Hence, when I saw in the Chicago
“Fackel ” Mr. Bechtold’s editorial assault on Mr.
Yarrow's lecture in Chivago, in which the most despic-
able wurives were unhesitatingly attributed to the
lecturer and outrageous sentiments placed in his
mouth which he never uttered, I tried to think of it
as some woful mistake which would be followed by
adequate explanation and rectification. But this hope
ahnost entirely disappeared when I was shown, a few
hours later, the following extract from a letter writ-
ten by George A. Scln]lmg of Chxcago to George
Schumm

If you have suuh a severe censure for Mr. Schultze, what
must you say of our plumb—]ine friend, Mr. Bechtold, who, in
two columns of Sunday’s * Fackel ,” ‘roasts Yarros on what
he did not say ? I confess I do not understand it, because
Bechtold was at the meeting, and, on account of hig poor
hearing, I gave him a chair in thé front row. . Notwithstand-
ing thig, he takes the report ¢ e Times," which was full
of falsehoods, and uses i :

Schultze yesterday, who ]
*platform, and he admitted t )
warranted by the facts.
Unless Mr. Bechtold ca
which'1 do not dream, my former feeling of great
spect for him will speedily change
contempt. His course seem:

of Mr. Yarros at the hands of our enemies the capital-
ists and the Communists, we did look to Mr. Bechtold
of the “Fackel” for enlisting in his defence against
calumny and hostile eriticism. We had every reason
to entertain such a hope. - Mr. Bechtold is one of the
very few German editors who understand individual-
istic Anarchism, and he is neither a Communist nor a
State Socialist. Besides, he had warmly bespoken the
attention of his readers for Mr. Yarros’s lecture. His
conduct in this respect, it will be remembered, was in
noble contrast to that of the editor of the % Arbeiter-
zeitung.”  And last, he is generally known as an emi-
nently just man,

However, notwithstanding these promises of fair
treatinent at the hands of Mr. Bechtold, we were
sorely disappointed. Instead of getting a faithful re-
port of what Mr. Yarros said and commenting on
that, he accepted the report of the “Times” and
made it the basis for a bitter attack on the lecturer
and on what he slightingly ters the Quaker school of
Anarchism.  According to this report, Mr.” Yarros
denied some of the cardinal principles of ‘Anarchism
and spoke contemptuously of August Spies and his
comrades. And on the strength of this version, false
on the face of it, Mr. Bechtold charges Mr. Yarros
with having made a bid for popularity among the
ranks of the capitalists and with having proved recre:
ant to the cause championed by Liberty. He does not
seem to have verified this report. No misgivingsasto
its correctuess appear to have entered his mind, for he
uses some of the most objectionable passages therein

attributed to Mr. Yarros as if they were literal quota.

tions from his lecture, passages which ought to have
aroused the suspicion of any fair-minded man, espe-
cially when put forward by a journal with the motive
and the cue for misrepresenitation that characterizes
the “Times.” Such conduct is indefensible, ai

grieve to think that Mr. Bechtold made himself guilty
of it. I readily admit that if Mr. Yarros had betrayed

his cause in the manner charged, and had employed‘

the language in reference to the Chicago r
a.scnbed to him by a prosmute press, he. would have

capitalistic audlence.
gravxty of thxs oﬂ'e

he would bethe' last to
know him here it would
to belie his tlre past

could have anythmg but
the men who are now sleep:
thing but absolute horror f
of November. But I‘have

puted to him.
his lecture and w
trustworthy -

well to monopoly in things nmterml pr
labor.” In his third article, he clai

principle of equal liberty proper ty in i
“the same sanction as propelty inn

“where absolute justice cmmot‘;,beklm i 1
plotection is a(:corded y As to litenuy ol

tlm be so) for anyone to entertmn the noi
petual monopoly ‘of ideas, a 1
breakdown’ of the gencml
Is it too silly a notion to ne
Yarros's refutation does not

pected to kuow off-|
be violated ?

copyright: perpetual as tb the exact I
rary as to the ideas,
plagiarism. In baymg
question’ how far form
far it is labor. T feel quite
bined in:varying proportions
say of form, to eliminate all ¢
here “is" a" book with
page.
\Ir. Yarros pro

in the other for all
xtes and *he Amal
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tion to these fae

troduces )
self-evident,” « 1t is clear,”: L
Mr, Yarros prmlicmcs

hereas Spencer in-
es 1 ¢ It g tolerably
further manifest,”

liberty.” bp& JGer's laui.,uawe does not lead me to
think that Speacer would m
finds himself prepos

ideas, and, as far us show
not perceive any vmlat,lon
vest from th

iberty in :rea‘pmg a har-
s whom he may assume

repeal even the la
winding up a repl
prohibition. In

well g8 satisfaction.

and sober-minded “V
appreciate in-a cou

do well enough in s
paper, but to see |
of and sorry for
I cannot” but derive

angry, this is ar
failure and: weakn
“'As'the“ Voice”
change of the line
with.a reitcration
the two charges ui

| whieh I answer:

impracticable for government to interfere exeept
where equal liberty is violated.  And I, for the sake of
the argument, coneur in its view, adding only that
where equal liberty is violated, government inter
ference is imperative, and that government is equally
bound with the rest of us to respect the principle of
equal liberty.

Now, I claim that it is no violation of equal liberty
to buy or sell intoxicar.ts, that the liquor traffic is a
legitimate activity. The “ Voice” denies this, saying:
“T'he whole question is begged by ¢V. Y.’ The very
point he assumes is the point in dispute, namely, whe-
ther it is a ¢legitimate activity’ to sell liquor. Ile

-assumes that it is, and trivinphantly asks whether the
'govermuent. has a right to interfere with such activi-

ties! Before such a circular argument, which ends
,just where it begins, we drop our pen in despair.” To
No, good friend, I do not beg the
question, and do not assume the point in dispute.

‘| You must have been in despair before you took up

your pen. Didn’t you admit yourself that, «if A
wants a drink and B sells it to him,” “no one is
wronged if A does not drink to excess” ? That ad-
mission disposes of your case. I am strictly within
my right in wishing to buy or sell a drink.- To pro-

| hibit me from doing this is to violate equal liberty.

‘What right have you, or. the govern t, to

to your starement that taxation without consent is robbery,
he says, “if men seceded from the State, the result must be
social war,”  Ile takes no consideration of the fact that m n
who would or do withdraw from State protection, withdraw
because protection is offered at a lower rate by an organiza-
tion or organizations in competition with it (that is, if pro-
tection is at all necessary).

His criticism of State Socialism was rather good. While
not making any philosophical argument against authority
per se, he cited numerovs eases of State enterprise which
performed the functions in a slow, cumbersome, and ‘extra-
vagant way, concluding Lis criticism by saying that he can-
not see how government which does the most simple things
badly should do everything good. No doubt he wus uncon-"
scious of the fact that his criticism of Anarchism fell flat be-
cause of his criticism of State Socialism.

He knows absolutely nothing of economics. ‘He says the
working people are receiving a larger proportion of thetr
product than they ever did and that that proportion is eon-
stantly increasing, and looks to the time when they will re-

ceive all they are entitled to. . Oue of the obstacles to this =

atiainment is the tariff. The attendance was not extra‘
large, about 23! persens being present

The Importance of Money.
[Galveston New: ]

livered addresses in Faneuil Hall, Boston, on th economiz '
condition of the conntry with spedal re{erem,e to tl e mo

| that T wil! drink to excess and comnit acrime? Does
.| everybody who drinks drink f¢ excess and commit
Id | crimes? No. Then it is a erimc to prohibit men
' | from buying and selling intoxicants, and prohibition

is a violation of equal liberty.
{drink to excess and commit erimes, but thia has no-
| thing to do with me.

Some men, you ery,

Is my liberty to be violated
because other men misbehave ?. Nobody objects to

_your punishing the criminal, be he drunk or sober.
‘And this is all that equal liberty warrants you in do-
ling.
, | that, in oifering to purchase or' sell ‘ardent spmts, Ilin 2
| most prominent feature in

| this is the case thron

If, however, you are so illogical as to pretend

violate equal liberty because some other mau
drink to excess and com crime, then I poi
to’you that'it is equally a violation. of equ

buv or sell a kmfe because some‘man

The article may be profitably reviewe
mixture of sound sense and ;nnconsciq
lacy. It says:

Senator Stewart’s economic theories se
the notion that money is a more important facto
prosperity of a cnmmunny than almost any or all other ci
cumstances. He asks why it is'in this age of plenty, whe
there are g'xxl crops, no famines, no pestilence, no
millions are starving for bread; that willing worker:
of employment, and that baukers st behmd their counver
learing isaster. i .

There is ludeed much ground-for e pllasiz g the

4 Herald ” says

Asm [ lor the argl ent’s’

cture: of our present:condition

$1,000,000,000 of additional cirrency, e
or: paper, Would materially. mend
_trouble, we are now contendiii;
Stewart sees i, threatens the ;comme

medium, for'it-is conee¢ivable that zold a‘ ll silver might; 7
ennrelyexhausted witho t xakmg men any| poor
now are.







