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“ For rllwaul in thine eyes, O Liberty!
Shines thal high light whereby the world is aaved ;
And though thou slay us, we will trust in thee.”
Joux HAy.

On Pickszt Duty.

: There must be a limitation to great fortunes, says
| Henry George, “but that limitation must be natural,
not artificial. Such a limitation is offered by the land
value tax.” What in the name of sense is there about
. a tax that makes it natural as distinguished from arti-
. ficial? If anything in the world is purely artificial,

“ taxes are. And if they are collected by force, they are
~not only artificial, but arbitrary and tyrannical.
It looks very much as though Anthony Coinstock
were about to renew the campaign against Freethink-
" - ers which, after several reverses, he dropped a few years
ago. - Probably he has been laying his wires in the in-
terval, and thinks now that he has only to say the

 word to rush into prison all those who dare to think
' and coramunicate their thought.

Following the a:rest
‘of M. Harraen; G, S. Harman, and E. C. Walker ir
Kansas, with which it is not unlikely that Com:tog':

- was in some way indirectly connected, comes the ari»st

. in-Virginia by one of his agents of that respectahle
old lady of Quaket lineage, Mrs. Elmina Drake Slen-

“ker, who so frequently contributes to nearly all the

- Liberal papers and regularly edits a department of the
Boston “Investigator.” Her offence consists of the

" circulation through the mails of what some people con-

sider a very naughty book called “Diana.” One is not

required to pass upon the wickedness or the wisdom of
this work in order to determine that, if it is Mrs. Slen-

Xer’s pleasure to circuiate it, it is also her prerogative,

with which if any one inte.feres, he must expect to en-

‘counter the hostility of all by whom such prerogative

is valued. As Liberty is certainly to be numbered

among these, it will cordially codperate in an uncom-
promising struggle against Anthony Comstock or any

of his ilk. If my readers feel like taking a hand, I

would advise them to put th lves in cc

tion with Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 120 Lexington Avenue,

New York City, who, as Comstock’s most vigilant an-

tagonist, wiil tell them in what way they can be of

most service. Of Mrs. Slenker it shculd be added that,
wher. she was arraigned at Lynchburg, she admitted

" eirculating the book, defended her conduct, declined to

take the oath on the Bible, refused lawyer’s services

until she could get counsel from New York, was placed
ds, md could not farnish bail, in consequence

of which 3he is now in jail at Wytheville, Virginia,
awaiting ber trial, which will probably occur in Abing-
don next July before the United States Distriet Court.
am expecting now from day to day to receive the
number of & new Anarchistic journal from Mel-
bourne, A.unt.ra.l a, Which was issued, if the promise of

1 fulfilled, on- April 2. It is a child

“been' christened Honesty, and will
doubt, a chip of the old block. Itan-
~“a fearless journal of radical social

y and: eriticising all the *live’
tical and sccial natute,

ica-

«1, Equal Liberty for all; 2, Equality of opportunity
for all; 3, Freedom of exchange and distribution; 4,
The right of the laborer to the full fruits of his labor;
5, The total abolition of all imposed authority, privi-
lege, monopoly, and exploitation.” The first of these
includes those that follow, but it has been used so
unintelligently anrd indiscriminately by antagonistic
schiools that it has to be amplified to secure explieit-
ness. To the readers of Liberty it is needless to say
that our intelligent, earnest, brave, and active Com-
rade Andrade probably has the principal finger in this
Anarchistic gie, which alone should be sufficient recom-
mendation. “Honesty” will be published monthly at
threepence a copy. The yearly subscription price is
not given, but I am sure that one dollar would cover
it and pay the foreign postage also. Remittances
should be made to “The Cooperative Publishing Com-
pany, 9 Alexandra Theatre, Exhibition Street, Mel-
bourne, Australia.” Let us help the new enterprise
all we can. Liberty feels safe in the assertion that
this latest addition to her progeny is born after the
normal period of gestation, and that there is little dan-
ger of its following in the footsteps of that produet of
~ miscarriage, its elder brother in London. Long live

. “Honesty ™!

I am in receipt of a commumcahon from E. C.
Walker and his wife which it is not my purpose to
print. It protests because I did not accompany my
recent statement that they “have paid the costs which
they were never, never, never going to pay, and are
out of jail,” with a statement of the reasons why they
paid the costs. Inasmuch as iv was not my intention
in the paragraph quoted to reflect npon the wisdom of
these reasons, and inasmuch as I entirely approve
them, and inasmuch as an exhibition of the excellence
cf these reasons, some of which at least were operative
at ihe time of their previous determination to stay in
Indl, could only bring into sharper contrast the silliness
of this determination, and inasmuch as it was at the
latter that my paragraph was aimed, I do not see why
I was bound, even in fairness, to print the reasons.
Neither their strength nor their weakness were essen-
tial to my point. But granting that fairness required
this, it is still a great piece of impudence on the part
of any editor of “Lucifer” to appeal to me for fairness.
When Mr. Walker, after his arrest, outlined his de-
fence iv a iciter to me, I at once wrote him my objec-
tions and informed him what course I should have to
take. In reply he sent me an elaborate defence of his
defence. I printed this reply ir full, and answered it
squarely from the standpoint of principle, carefully es-
chewing personality. *Lucifer” printed Mr. Walkerjs
article, but never printed my reply or my original let-
ter. From the beginning up to the present it has never
presented to its readers the grounds of my criticism.
On the contrary, it has printed attack after attack up-
on me from corre:nondents who, if they had any ac-
quaintance with my position (of which they generally
gave no evidence), did not gain it through reading
“Lucifer.” Further, its editorial columns have teemed
with uncalled-for reflecti on my motives and un-
warrantable impeachments of my courage, and ir vne
instance it has gone su far as to aid and abet a tattling
busybedy in the circulation of meddlesome gossip
about my private affairs. And now, in a communica-
tion headed “Hear All Sides, Thon Decido,” E. C.
Walker and hiz wife coolly. write to me: “ W ask for
fair play from iae editor of Liberty.” Let Messrs.

the assassins begin,” said Alphonse Karr, in answer to
the opponents of capital punishment. So I say to the
“Lucifer group,” when they plead for fair play: Let
those Legin who first were unfair.

Of the attitude of Liberty towards the compuleory
methods of the Knights of Labor I did not suppose
there was any room for doubt after the criticisms of
them that have appeared in these columns; but, as a
friend of the paper seems a little fearful that the para-
graph in the last issue regarding the boycott of the
New York “Sun” may mislead, I give here, from his
private letter, the words which he writes about it:
“When you support K. of L. boycotts, do you take in-
to account that they are decreed by the majority of a
representative body and are enforced by penalties,—
that is, that any one refusing to boycott will lose his
employment if the leaders have the power to get him
discharged? Agains. a spontaneous boycott I have no-
thing to say. That the ‘Sun’ is deserving of boycot-
ting I am ready also to admit; but the majority of
those who abandon it do so, not because they have be-
come disgusted with its course, but because they have
received orders from above. I think your experience
with leaders of the McNeill type ought to convince
you too that ‘they will ordex.a -boyoott on & journal,
not because of its unfairness, but merely because it is
in their way, and that they would adopt more expedi-
tious measures, were they in their power. These
people differ only from the State by not resorting to
physical fcree, and that 1s simply because the State
won’t let them.” To all of which I have only to say:
Amen and A: .nl My friend’s criticism would apply
equally to my support o. the original Irish boycott,
which, as events have proved, was clapped on and
taken off at the bidding of leaders some of whom were
knaves and some cowards, and from motives quite as
questionable as those which actuate the leaders of the
Knights. Further, the tenant who did not choose to
boycott was often boycotted. Nevertheless I did not
sympathize with the howl of the frenzied landlords
against the right to boycott, and I remain equally un-
moved to pity by a similar howl on the part of the
frenzied “Sun.” If the “Sun” would base its protest
on the Anarchistic grounds where my friend stands, it
would have my sympathy, but it does not; on the con-
trary, in declaring that it is but a step from the right
to boycott to assassination, it is as distinctly Archistic
as are the Knights themselves.

That Famous Victory for Anarchy.
[Moses Hull in New Thought.]

Mr. Walker and Lillian are out of jail, Mr. Harman heving
paid their costs, He could not well ran the paper without
their assistance, and so, under protest, he paid the costs and
took them out of jail. Now, we understand, Edwin and Lil~
lian are in something of a quandary as to what to do.  The
court has pronounced them legally rarried, yét they dare
not live together as husband and wife, for their enemies are
ready to pouace upon them again, They do not like to live
apart, for that is a der to their jes and a violati
of their own feelings. They will uot leave the State; that
would be fleeing before their eneinies. They do not wish to
take out a license and get marriec legally, for that is an ac-
knowledgment of the very thing they deny, —that is, that
the State has a right to interfere with their love affairs,
‘Which of these roads they will pursue they have not yet de-
clded. After due deliberation, they will, under protest, take
the one which seems the most consistent.
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IRELAND!

By GEORGES SAUTON.
Translated from the French for Liberty by Sarah E. Holmes.
Countinued trom No. 05,

“We will conguer!”

“Even against numbers!”

« Nowatter how many!”

And the soldiers on the French vessels, who, during useless engagements, might be
prevented from janding for. their work of salvation by regiments unexpectedly ar-
riving from other directions, and might perhaps be triumphantly bombarded by
artillery whose passage would not be obstructed!

These arguments prevailed over the unchained fury, and John Autrun, the sev-
geant of the Ancient Britons, who had joined the Irish on his recovery, worked
with the agitator to convince those most difficult to reach through motives of
prudence.

They came to a halt, and he, perched on an eminence, like a preacher, made a
speech to them.

“Comrades,” said he, with the inspired air of a believer, his eyes lost in vacancy,
“it is a long time sivce my heart was dedicated to your cause. What caused my
delay in actually devoting to you my assistance was my faith in a certain pro-
phecy. 1 have read in the Bible, and more brilliant minds than my ovn have
explained to me by texts too long to quote and which they have marvellonsly -
terpreted, that the resolution of the Irish to shake off the impious yoke of England
would be spent in vain, until a landing of French troops should aid them. This
is about to be accomplished, and our cause will triumph from that very moment;
but if it is not eftected, our hope founders with the vessels which were bringing us
deliverance and will vanish with the wind which shall fill their retreating sails.”

“The sergeant is a Presbyterian,” shouted some of the Irish, eager for the hand-
to-hand fight; “the prophecies of his religion can not weigh on our minds!”

But Edith, up to that time taciturn, buried in her bleeding memories, bent under
the burden of her incipient treason, which she did not consider redeemed by her
subsequent conduct, when she had unmagked Newington,— Edith, straightening
up in her ragged mourning garments, sculpturesque and like an imposing priestess,
emphasized the assertion of John Autrun.

“We are going,” said she, “to the headland from which Saint Patrick once
threw into the sea the reptiles of all species which infested our soil.

“Is not the Englishman a serpent more unclean than all the others? Our
patron, the venerated saint, in inspiring our chieis with the idea of enticing him
to this cliff, has, in his desiyns, decreed that this new reptile which entwines us,
which smothers us in its folds, which dishonors the ground on which it crawls, the
green grass in which i# hides,— Saint Patrick has decreed that this new reptile
shall be hurled by us into the sea, une immense tomb!”

And, believing in this double augury, obeying at last, beginning again the
patriotic song which 3o electrified : iien,, the soldiers of Sir Harvey again took up
their march.

Their steps lengthened unceacsciously, and they very soon drew near and attained
ihe blue horizon of the rocks which scaled the plateau of the headland. These
rocks perforated the cold skies, of a grayish hue like that of oxydized metal; while
on the left, overhanging apparently the road, stretched the broad expanse of ocean,
its thick, gloomy azure spotted with flakes of foam lashed by the north wind.

A unanimous clamor arose all at once, a triple hurrah filled the air, frightening
from their eyries the eagles which began to w%leel about. Gliding over the waves
like a flock of gigautic white birds, the French fleet was distinctly discerned, and
from the perfectly perceptible growth of its sails, they calculated that it would
make land in the course of the day, before the set:iig of the sun which did not
yet touch the zenith.

And the repeated shouts of joy, the cheers for France, for Ireland, for Hoche,
for Harvey, mingled in succession, continu:d, deafening even the gulls poised on
the reefs of the shore, who flew about in hewilderment, like the great red eagles,
in their surprise.

But, at the same time, anxiety founs its way *uio the hearts of some.

The swell, already heavy, seemed to increase with every moment; the crest of
the waves, rising higher each mir.ute, was fringed with a more abunrdant foam,
and on the surface of the sea, very clear till then, the dust of the spray began to
make a sort of mist in which the ships were effaced like fleeting outlines.

And a sudden rise of winc was noted, which blew now with unprecedented
violence, in gusts, causing the vessels to heel to starboard at intervals.

Then they rose again, advaaced rapidly, heeled again, ran along at a sharp in-
cline in spite of the reefs taken in the sails, straightened once more, and pursued
their way without accident, without obstruction.

Nevertheless, anguish seized even the least impressionable, on account of the in-
tense blackness of the sky, which was covered with gathering clouds, piled up in a
disorderly way, in menacing calmness.

The stiff breeze blew the clouds from three or four different directions and piled
up in oue heap all the sweepings of the rest of the heavens, and now the entire
horizon, sky and sea, was black as ink, excepting the spitting waves which were
breaking with increasing wrath. They could feel that the tempest was on the
point of bursting with the utmost fury.

So, little by little, sustained by voices which grew less numerous each instant
and which were scattered over the whole length of the column, and then by isolated
voices, the songs ceased entirely, the universal ardor was extinguished, and a feel-
ing of sad and hopeless resignation spread imperceptibly through the ranks, in
spite of the efforts of the leaders and the attempts of Paddy to enliven by his droll
jests, by his joyous nonsense, all these patriots determined to do their duty, to fight
like dcgs, to die like heroes, but without immediate advantage.

In the future they would serve as examples to their descendants who would rise
again for deliverance; but that was alil

The proy::ecy of the sergeant was now running in their heads, and they were
considering the end which %e had foreseen when preaching submission to the or-
ders of Sir Ilsrvey.

No landing ot the French; it was useless to count on salvation. ¢

Edith’s prediction did not revive their confidence. The widow had no other
source of inspiration than herself; she made an absolutely artificial comparison
of the English and the reptiles, and, to sustain her position, inferred a similar
fate for both. In truth, tﬁe process lacked weight and bore marks of the poor
woman’s mental incoherence.

She now repeated her prophecy in vain; they no longer believed in it; and cer-
tain individuals thought that she continued to hold a shining rn{ of hope before
their eyes from fear that they would remember her treason and blame her for the
approaching defeat of the Irish forces.

A little reflection would have shown them that no counection could have existed

feared for the fleet; they could not bave imagined that Newington, bound by his
son's oath to send no messenger to the reinforcements of the king to urge them fo
hasten, but not bound regarding the hurricane, had let it louse upon the French
vessels,

Nevertheless, refraining from reasoning, considering only the result, these peo-
plu looked upon the mother cof the soldier Michael as a bringer of ill-luck, attribut-
ing to her unconsciously un inituence on events; and in proportion as the fury of
the wind inereased, driving che ships over the waves and seeming on the point of
crushing them between the sky and ses, they made Edith responsible for the un-
avoidable catastrophes.

They arrived at the foot of the hill where they were to take their position, and
the military preparations of Sir Harvey, in distributing the riles for the defence,
caused a favorable diversion {rom the pernicious direction which had been taken
by the minds of the troops, who possessed both the virtues and the vices of the
race,—not only its prompt enthusiasm, patriotic delirium, im%aetuosit of action,
obstinacy in abnegation, endurance of suffering, and disdain of death, but also its
sugcrstitious fear, mental discouragement, and fatal susceptibility to impression.

'he gravity of the moment, the grandeur of the mission which they assumed,
the impatience for the battle suddenly metamorphosed them, restoring their energy
which for an instant had wavered and weakened. Their spirits were revived by
the intoxication of the powder wlich they inhaled while biting their cartridges
and loading their weapons, by the : -uging sound of the pikes and seythes which
they clashed againse the rocks, by t e slightly swaggering call with which they
swinoned their enemies to appear as on as possible, without delay, to measure
themselves with these Irishmen, generaily so submissive and who had borne torture
snd maegssacre without vesistance, today, as they had done two days before, under
Treor s roof. Ah! the cursed Englishman would learn to kuew his gentle victim
as & tiger when once aroused to fight.

The approaches to the cliff guarded by pikemen in case of an assault; each rock
furnished with a squad to vigorously resist the passage of any scaling-party and
cover the mountain like a wall to be pr. tected from the encroachments of thieves;
on each step of the gigantic staircase a post of mowers to hew down the assailants,
cut off their heads like ripened grain, sever their arms and legs, and split their
che.ts in fwo; and, at the summit, ‘the riflemen, all furnished with fire-arms, whose
projectiles, from afar, would riddle with implacable hail every regiment of red-
coats wh.h should present itself, dismounting the chiefs, and throwing headlong,
with their four feet in the air, the horses of the artillery,— with all these disposi-
tions, there would be no God i1 the English should take possession of the plateau.
And if they should not advance further, but should try to turn the cliff and come
back over the sands, then from the heights they would roll down boulders which
would fall like rain on their backs, tlatten them out like ¢:ubs, and drive them into
the sand like nails under the hammer.

Long live Ireland!

Unfortunately the hurricane redoubl-d, the clouds, like a charge of cavalry,
rushed aiong, launching the blinding and freezing rain, the stiff hands of the sol-
diers could hardly hold the frozen Dutt-ends of their rifles and muskets and the
streaming handles of the pikes, and the contingent destined for the occupation of
the summit of the heights saw immense water-spouts shoot upwards to unprece-
dented elevations and fall upon the vessels, which disappeared for an instant
under the brutal avalunche.

And now they had to contend with a head wind and were obliged to tack re-
peatedly, which delayed their anchoring in the roadstead. Provided no new diffi-
culty presented itself, they might impede the march of the king’s troops, in case
they should not succeed in annihilating them.

In the far distant fields Paddy perceived compact black masses, difficult at first
to distinguish from the surrounding wcods with their low vegetation and gloomy
thickets, but impossible of confusion by any one acquainted with the topography
of the neighborhood. Besides, they displaced each other aud approached with
a celerity which was appreciable even at that distance.

Soon, moreover, gleans of light enveloped in white smoke arose, accompanied
by a dry rattlin 5 of musketry in answer to the gunshots from the neighboring
bushes, shots v nich were carefully husba. Jed and expended, and the curious and
comforting spectacle was afforded of engagements begun at ten different points,
in the vicinity of the nelghboring villages, from each of which the bells sounded
the toesin announcing the arrival of the army, calling on the armed Irishmen
roundabout to be on their guard, and, like a sonorous Sursuin corda! warning them
that the hour had struck for supreme heroisms!

The bells of Whitestone sounded so loudly that, to use Paddy’s expression, one
might have thought that he was wearing them as ear-rings.

“Which proves,” remarked one of his comrades, “that the wind is increasing
furiously.” :

« And which diminishes proportionally the chances of the landing of the French,”
reasoned another, in a tone of sad disappointment.

And truly, alas! the foreboding of this man seemed well-founded; suddenly a
sail, breaking loose, slapped madly in the wind, clinging to the masts; disabled
transport-ships, their masts gone, were turned from their course in the tempest;
and waves as high and massive as mountains lifted the vessels to prodigious
heights and engulfed them in bottomless abysses.

The firing on land increased.

All the wood-lands, on both sides of the roads, were crowned with smoke, and
the volleys which came from them were responded to by the marching troops,
whose energetic defence soon repaired the trouble made in their ranks by surprises.

At the first word of warning they plunged into the thickets, to the sound of the
trumpets, amid fuiious volleys; then the reports followed each other only at inter-
vals, growing fainter in the midst of the uproar; and, with oppressed hearts, the
Trish with Sir Harvey and Treor waited with unspeakable anxiety for the end of
the skirmish, the events of which, surely terrible, escaped them.

What unknown would disengage himself from these mysterious hand-to-hand
fights?

g\'Vho would ct. quer,—their enemy or their friends and brothers? On which
side were the dead falling in greater numbers?

Suddenly some isolated individuals would emerge precipitately from the copses,
followed by others, thinly scattered at first and then more numerous, in bands
which would often rest for a minute, then rally, and re-enter the depths of the
woods, but which often also retreated, either stilf coolly firing, while breaking, as
they were pursued step by step, or running away without looking behind, in mad

anies!
P From that distance it was impossible to recognize the nationality of those who
were disbanded. Were the English repulsed, or their own comrades dislodged?
Even with his glass, so obscured was the light by the increasing tempest, Sir
vey could not immediately discern, and they held their breaths until he was able
to docide.

In general, however, almost all the way along the line, the enemy retreated, and

between the bargain accepted by the unhappy woman and the disaster which they | the trumpets sounding the retreat indicated to the Bunclodyans to which side
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victory leaned, which, nevertheless, was not settled, the king’s regiments resolving
not to retreat, re-forming quietly, and rushing back, refreshed, to the rescue.

And through the Learts of Sir Harvey’s soldiers again passed the impressions of
anxiety, of hope, of pain, and of joy. Sometimes the Irish, at the end of one of
these renewed aitacks, would be obliged to abandon their positions, but not as
runaways, only leaving to station themselves elsewhere on the route of the tempo-
rary vietors and to agnin dispute their passage energetically and triumphantly.

In any ecase, though suecess should remuin with the English, some time must
elapss before tuey would reach the plateau; and meanwhile, to occupy and distract
themselves, many of these forced spectators of a long drama, which hever flagped
though et up into many acts, lighted their pipes at which they warmed their be-
numbed fingers, and the smoke of which, driven furiously back towards the sea,
recalled their attention to that part of the tragedy. In that direction the outlook
was bad for Ireland!

Whirlpools of water and wind were assailing the ships; and while, near one of
the vi]lntizes, skirmishers were attacking the unsuspecting artillery on the flank,
cutting the hamstrings of the horses which drew the cannons and powder-carts,
spiking the guns, and setting fire to powder which blazed into the air for several
miles, the tempest was undertaking to engulf the fleet, cr at least to drive it, ter-
ribly damaged and disabled, along the shores of Ireland.

Already tae greater part of the transport-ships were heading in the other direc-
tion, absolutely unable to struggle against the elements, and the rest, sustaining
by turns serious damages, cordage broken, shrouds demolished, and the bowsprit
torn out as neatly as the stem of a fruit, could not be slow in following their

example,
To be continued.

THE POLITICAL THEOLOGY OF MAZZINI

AND

THE INTERNATIONAL.

By MICHAEL BAXKOUNINE,
MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WORKING-PEOPLE,
Tranalated from tke French by Sarah E. Holmes.
Continued from No, 93,

But let us: clearly understand each other. When I speak of the moral force of
nations in general and of the Germans in particular, I take good care not to con-
found it with Zuman, absolute morality. 1 well know that this word absolute, appiied
to human morality, will sound badly in the ears of many of our friends, material-
ists, positivists, and atheists, who have declared waz to the death against the abso-
lute In whatever form it may appear, and with much reason, for the Absolute,
taken in the absolute sense of the word, is absolute nousense. So i* is not of this
absolute Absolute, it is not of God, that I speak. I do not know chis gentleman;
T'am as ignorant of him as they are themselves. The absolute which I mean is
relative only to humanity. It is that universal law of solidari, which is the natural
base of all human society, and of which all historicai developments have been and
are only successive expressions, manifestations, and realizations.

Every real being, composite or simple, collective or individual, every intelligent, .

living being, organic or even inorganic, has a principle which is peculiar to it,
which is not imposed on it from on high by any supreme Being whatever, but
which is inherent in it, which constitutes it, and makes it remain what it is, as
leng 23 it is, aud @11 the successive developments of which are only necessary ma-
nifestations. Without doubt, at least in my mind, this principle, which is, in re-
ality, nothing else than this being’s manner of existence and developmeant, is only
the resultant, more or less prolonged and constant, but never eternal, of an indefi-
nite muititude of natural actions and reactions, of a combination of causes and
effects, ~~a combination which, while always modifying itself somewhat, continues
to reproduce itself, so Jong as it is not forced to change its direction or its nature,
and transform ' «If into some new combination, by tﬁe action of new causes, more
powerful thar those which first gave it birth; then the being which is the product
of this disappears witk: what we sall its principle. Thus it is that ws see many
species of animals r¢::..in today what they have been for more than three thousand
years. Man{ others have completely disappeared from the earih, and, naturally,
their particular principles, which constituted their particular being, have also dis-
appeared with them. “Our planet and our solar system itself, having had a begin-
ning in the eternal Univ:rse, must necessarily have an end; in some millions of

- years the earth will be no more, and with it, and perhaps even before it, will also

gigappear the human race with all its principles, with all thie laws inherent in its
ing.

We have nu oceasion to be troubled. A few millions of years are the same as
eternity to us. The ambitious idealists who talk of eternity, without finding, for
the most part, enough depth in themselves to fill an existence of sixty years, usu-
ally imagine much less than that. In reality, a single millior of years surpasses
the power of our imagination. We have hardly the history of the last three thou-
sand years, and it appears to us ::ternal and iumanity already so old! Let us,
then, fill the present with our best, prepare, as far as our means and streugth al-
low, for the nearest future, and leave the care of far-off times to come to the men
or the new beings of those times.

It suffices us to know that every real being, 80 lopg as it exists, exists only by
virtue of a principle which is inherent in it and which determines its particular
nature,-—a principle which is not im:posed on it by any divine law-maker whatever,
but which is the prolonged and constant resultant of a combination of natural

~ causes and effects; and which is not enclosed in it like a soul in its body, accord-

ing to the absurd imagination of the idealists, but which is in reality only the
inevitable and constant mode of its real existence. .
The human race, like all the other animal razes, has inherent principles which
are peculiar to it, and all these principles are summed up in or reducible ts a single
principle which we cell Solidarity.
This principle may be formulated thus: No human individual can recognize his
own humanity, or, conseqnently, realize it in life, except by recognizing it in others

- and by codperating in its realization for others. No man can emancipate himeelf

save by emancipating with him all the men about him. My liberty is the liberty
of everybody, for I am really free, free not only in idea, but in fact, only when my
liberty and my right find their confirmation, their sanction, in the liberty and
right of all men, my equals.- E ¢
hat all other men are is of great importance to me, because, however inde-
ndent I may imagine myself or may appear by my social positio., whether I am
ope, Czar, or Emperor, or even prime rainisier, I am always the product of the
lowest among them; if they are ignorant, miserable, enslaved, my life is deter:

“min~d by their ignorance, misery, and slavery. I, an enlightened or intelligent

man, for example, —if such ix} the case,— am foolish with their folly; I, a brave

man, am the slave of their slavery; [, a rich man, tremble before their misery; I,
a privileged man, turn pale before their justice.  In short, wishing to be free, I can
not be, becanse all the men around me do not yet wish to be free, and, not wish-
ing it, they become instruments of my oppression,

This is not imagination, it is a reality, the sad experience of which the whole
world is undergoing today. Why, after so many superhuman efforts, after so
many revolutions, always at first vietorious, after so many painful sacrifices and
so many struggles for liberty, does Lurope still remain a slave? Because jn all the
countries of liurope thers is still an immovable mass, immovable at least in ap-
pearanee, which up to this time has remained inaccessible to the propaganda of
1deas of emancipation, humanity, and justice,—the mass of the peasants. It is
this which constitutes today the power, the last support and the last refuge of all
despots, a real club in their hands to crush us, and, in so far as we shall fail to fill
them with our aspirations, our passions, our ideas, we shall not cease to be slaves.
We must emancipate them to emancipate ourselves.

Considering western humanity, including America, the Roman, German, @nd
Anglo-German nations, as the most civilized and relatively the most liberal portion

f t%le worid, we find even in Europe a black point which menaces this civilization

and this liberty. This point is a whole world, the world of Slavs, which up to the
present time has been almost always the victim, rarely the hero, and still less the
conqueror of history, having been by turns the slave of the Huns, of the Turks, pf
the Tartars, and, ;gove all, of the Germans. Today it is rising, moving, organiz-
ing itself spontaneously, creating slowly a new power, and beginning to demand
with a loud voice its place in the sun. hat makes its demands still more menac-
ing is that, at the eastern extremity of the European continent, there is an immense
empire of more than seventy millions of inhabitants, half Slavs, half Finns, and
in part (Germans and Tartars, as despotic as possible, founding its enormous power
as much on its inaccessible geographical position as on the mass f its innumerable
peasants, and raising against the flag of Pan-Germanism hoisted in a manne: so
grievous for the liberty of the whole world, by the modern patriotism of the Ger-
maus, the no less grievous and menacing flag of an-Slavism.

The Germans, in all their present publications, laugh at this, or, rather, pretend
to laugh at it. For, infatuated as they are with the easy victories which their tra-
ditional diseipline and their morality of voluntary slaves have just won over the
disorganization and the merely transient demoralization of France, they well know,
and have known for a long time, that, if there is a danger which they really need
to fear, it is that with which the eastern Slav threatens them.

They know it so well that, there is no race which they detest more; in ali Ger-
many, except the German proletariat in so far as it is not misled by its leaders,
and except the immense majority of the German peasants who do not come into
immediate contact with the Slav peasants, this hatred is a universal and profound
sentiment. The Germans detest this race for all the harm which they have done
it, for all the hatred which by their ages of oppression they have inspired in it, and
for the instinctive, irresistible terror which its awakening causes them. This in-
tense mutual hatred, mingled with terror on the one side and a deplorable desire
for vengeance on the other, disturbs the mind of the Germans and makes them
commit many injustices and follies.

Their relations to the Slavs are absolutely the same as those of the English to-
wards the Irish race. But there is an immense difference between the present
policy of the English and that of the modern Germans. The English, notwith-
standing the reputation for egoism and brutal narrowness which people have been
ready to attribute to them, have been and are still the most humanely practical
and the most really liberal people of Europe. After having treated the Irish people
like a race of parias for almost three centuries, thev have at last come to see that
this policy was as iniquitous as dangerous to themselves, and they have just entered
resolutely upen the broad road of reparation. They have already yielded much to
Ireland; urged on by the logic of this new road, at once salutary and humane,
they will doubtless finish by yielding to her the last, the greatest reparation, —that
autonomy which the Irish have, for centuries, demanded with a loud voice, an au-
tonomy of which the radical transformation of all the economic relations prevail-
ing there today will necessarily be the inevitable accompaniment and, as it were,
the 1ast word.

Why do not the Germans follow the example of England? Why do they not
try to gain the sympathies of the Slavic peoples by the broadest recognition of their
right to live, to arrange and organize themselves as they please, and to speak what-
ever lauguage they like,—in a word, by the most complete recognition of their
liberty? Tnstead of this, what are they doin%? They are themselves pushing the
Slavic peoples into the arms of the Czar of all the Russias by this odious threat of
forced Germanization and the annihilation of the entire Slavic race in the grand
centralization of the Pan-Germanic State. This is at once a great wrong and a
great folly.

And unfortunately it is not only the conservatives, nor even the modern liberals
and progressives, of Germany, who make this threat; these, on the contrary, are
paying very little attention at present to Slavic affairs, absorbed as they are in the
contemplation of their patriotic triumphs. No, it is the Republicans,—what do T
say ?—1t is the workmen of the Social-Democratic party of Germany who, in imita-
tion of their leaders, confounding Pan-Germanism with Cosmopolitanism, are pre-
tending that the Slavic peoples of Austria should freely annihilate themselves in
the grand Pan-Germanic and so-called popular State.

Let us hope that the General Council of the International Association of Work-
ingmen, which has so well understood the Irish question, as it has recently proved
by undertaking the defence of the autonomy of Ireland against the supremacy of
England, —let us hope that, inspired by the same prineiples and urged on by the
same sentiment of humanitarian equity, it will give to its friends and intimate
allies, the leaders of the Social+Democratic party of Germany, the counse! to recog-
nize as soon as possible, with all its political, economie, and social consequences,
the comdp]ete liberty of all the Slavic peoples.

1f it does not do this, it will prove that, led principally by the Germans, it com-
prenends justice and humanity only when they are not found in opposition to the
immeasurably ambitious and vain designs of the Germans; that it also, like the
leaders of the Social-Democratic party, with respect to the Slavic race at least, con-
founds Pan-Germanism with Cosmopolitanism,— a deplorable confusion, absolutely
contrary to the most fundamental principles of the International, and which can
serve only the Reaction.

Yes, the Reaction, for, I repeat it once more, the inevitable consequence of such
a policy is to throw all the Slavic peoples of Europe into the arms of the Russian
Czar. “And then will arise a formidable strugglo between the disorganized and de-
moralized West of Europe and the moralized Eastern Slavs,—that is, the Slavs
united by hatred of the Germans.

That will be & real catastrophe for humanity; for, even supposing that the Ger-
mans triumph at first; which 1s not at all probable, they must maintain the Slavs

: Coutinued on page 6.
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“In abolishing rent and interest, the last vestiges of old-time sla-
very, the Revolution abolishes at one stroke the sword of the execu-
tioner, the seal of the magistrate, the club of the policeman, the
gauge of the exciseman, the erasing-knife of the department clerk,
all those insignia of Politics, which young Liberty grinds bencath
her heel.” — PROUDION,

The appearance in the editorial column of articles
over other signatures than the editor’s initial indicates that
the editor approves their central purpose and general tenor,
though he does not hold himsel{ res‘)onsible for every pliragse
or word. But the appearance in other parts of the paper of
articles by the same or other writers by no means indicates
that he disapproves them in any respect, such disposition of
them being governed largely by motives of convenience.

Neo-Anarchists.
The London State Socialist papers are constantly

Before n re-rejoinder is attempted, it is important to
ascertain whether the Socialista of this newly-developed
type, frequently met with of late, really and fully ap-
preciato the significance of their admissions and quali-
fications. State Socialism rests on the affirmation of
the supremacy of society over the individual. Major-
itism, the denial of individual liberty, the substitution
of compulsory covperation for private enteiprise and
free competition, State control over the agencies of
production and distribution, State regulation of do-
mestic affairs, ete., etc., logically and unavoidably grow
out of the first fundamental assertion. No considera-
tions of expediency and artificially-created necessities
can come in or have any bearing upon the decision as
to the truth or falsity. right or wrong, of that basic
principle. If that fundamental assertion is held to be
true, then the State is eternal and compulsion the con-
dition of socizl life. “If, on the contrary, the sover-
eignty of *ne individual is acknowledged, and society
regarde purely as a relation, then Anarchy is the nor-
mal and healthy condition of society and liberty the
law of social existence and harmony. All those who
profess readiness to accept Anarchy at some time there-
by condemn State Socialism for all time. Authorita-
rians attribute all our existing maladjustmeunts and
discord to lack of regulation, lack of control over indi-
vidual action, to competition and liberty; accordingly,
law, control, restriction, and individual subordination
are prescribed as remedies. Were their diagnosis cor-
rect, it is plainly in striet obedience to the law that
like causes produce like effects that, if, at any time,

producing new and fresh evidence of the complet
and thoroughness of their “scientific” know-nothing-
ism. Mrs. Besant’s defence of their doctrines was
pronounced excellent by the unsuspecting simpletons,
while, in truth, she was guilty of criminal carelessness
in introducing elements so foreign and antagonistic to
her system in their nature as to fatally impair it and
engender the process of its dissolution. For such
amazing shallowness I have not been prepared, though
nobody can possibly have a poorer opinion of the
mental calibre of State Socialist “scientists” than the
one formed in my inind by observation and analysis.
I rather expected, at the time I made my criticisms,
that the State Socialists would most positively deny
Mrs. Besant’s statements and question her right to
claim membership in their circle. But on such a poiut
to find myself mistaken will always give me pleasure,
and such disappointments are very easily assuaged.
Right here, however, attention must be paid to a
class of thinkers who, though. adhering to author-
itarian Socialism, are yet, withal, not of the hopeless
sort, and may be characterized as “State Sociaiists
with a progressive tendency.” P. Lavroi, for one, is
a good example of this type of Socialists. Very well,
they rejoin, admitting that your criticism is well-
founded and that the ideas of Mrs. Besant are incom-
patible with the immobility and permanency of the
State, whence the necessity for such permanency?
State Socialism is merely a transition, a step, the next
stage of evolution, and, while favoring it for the time
it may require to accomplish our purpose of destroying
monopoly, exploitation, and privilege, we are perfectly
willing, after poverty has vanished and social harmony
is established, to slacken the reins of power, relax the
pressure upon the individual, and allow the largest
practicable amount of personal freedom. You Anar-
chists should undersiand that we love liberty, inde-
pendence, and all the other valuable things of which
you are so passionately fond with as much ardor as
any properly-balanced man can be capable of, but«we
are in a state of war and forced tc submit to some
hardsliips and nrivations fer the sake of achieving a
great and comple.c victory over the ememy. State
Socialism is a reaction made necessary by the logic of
events. But it is not a finality. “It would seem,”
writes M. Lavroff in the “Messenger of the People’s
‘Will,” “that there is no raison d’¢tre for Anarchism as
a distinet and independent movesnent, since even Marx
and Engels declared that the immediate care of the
Socialigtic State, after its triumphant and secure estab-
lishment, will be its own gradual disappearance and
the reduction of its sphere and functions to next to
zero.”

the di breeding elements of competition, private
interest, and liberty should again take root and begin
to develop in society, the present experience will simply
be repeated, and the identical remedies be found neces-
sary for the restoration of well-being. But, if no dan-
ger is apprehended from the growih of these forces in
a new State, is it not highly absurd to ascribe to them
the evils of the existing State? And if it be conceded
that other elements are at work to which the evil can
be traced, what becomes of the claims of the State
Socialists with the progressive tendency? What need
of any intermediate despotism, if it is not individual
initiative and private interest that consiitute the
stronghold of the enemy?

Perhaps, in truth, we hear it said, the Anarchists
are right, not only in insisting upon liberty as the con-
dition of social life, but even in adopting it as a means
of realizing that condition; perhaps, in fact, the thing
to be done by us in the here and the now is the work
of removing artificial barriers and restraints, of abo-
lishing legal privileges and arbitrary interference with
ewcromic laws; perhaps, if we could follow our pro-
gramme undisturbed, we would ultimately achieve our
aims; but we are powerless and helpless before the
coming revolution, we cannot control or direct it, and
the logic of events is independent of our ideas and pre-
ferences. We must prepare for the worst, and try to
do the best under all circumstances. When ths r.vo-
lution breaks out, and general expropriation of - pital-
ists follows, shall we not be forced to adjust - urselves
to a sort of Communistic arrangement, at least until it
becomes possible to introduce changes with safety?

These perplexed minds will easily solve their diffi-
culties when they once assimilate the vital tru*i that
the social revolution will not be accomplished in a day,
and that the economic emancipation of the world can
never be brought about by the methods which have
been employed in political and religious struggles.
‘Whatever trouble the mad folly and violent fury of the
exploiters and tyrants, or the ignorance, passion, and
despair of the victimized and starved slaves, may
plunge us into, we must not be stayed in our work.
Whether they will delay or hasten the true reforma-
tion of society is a question to be considered. But
that reformation will be the result of a slow and gra-
dual process of introducing and inaugurating new
economic forces and elements which will tend to mod-
ify the existing velations and change the conditions of
life. Revolutions may come and revolutions may go,
but the work of enlightenment, of intelligent adapta.
tion to surroundings, and of disseminating ideas of a
happy life full of attractive labor and elevated thought
remains forever. V. YARROs.

The Morality of Terrorism.
E. Belfort Bax has an article on Legality” in the
London “Commonweal” which for the most part is by |
no means bad. He denies the obligation to respect
legality as such, and in the light of this denial dis-
cusses the policy of terrorism and assassination. Re. |
specting this policy, he declares, as Liberty has
frequently declared before him, that it should be used
against the oppressors of mankind only when they
have succeeded in hopelessly repressing all peaceful
methods of agitation. If he had stopped there, all
would have been well. But not satisfied with charac-
terizing the policy as inexpedient save under the con- |
ditions referred to, he must needs go further and
brand it as immoral. Then he becomes ridiculously
weak. He is led to the conclusion that in Russia ter- |
rorism is both morally justifiable and expedient; that |
in Germany, though morally justifiable, it is for various
reasons inexpedient; and that in England it is neither |
morally justifiable nor expedient. Liberty agrees that
terrorism is expedient in Russia and inexpedient in -
Germany and England, but it will be many years older
than now before it assumes to set any limit on the
right of an invaded individual to choose his own
methods of defence.

The invader, whether an individual or a government,
forfeits all claim to consideration from the invaded.
This truth is independent of the character of the in-
vasion. It makes no difference in what direction the
individual finds his freedom arbitrarily linuted; he has |
a right to vindicate it in any case, and he will be jus-.
tified in vindicating it by whatever means are available.
The right to take unoccupied land and cultivate it is
as unquestionable as the right to speak one’s thoughts,
and resistance offered to any violation of the former is
no less self-defence than resistance offered to the viola-
tion of the latter. In point of morality one is as good
as the other. But with freedom of speech it is possi- |
ble to obtain freedom of the land and all the other |
freedoms, while without it there is no hope save in ter- |
rorism. Hence the expediency—yes, the necessity
—of terrorism to obtain the one; hence the uselessness }§
and folly of employing it to obtain the other. So, =
when Mr. Bax says that the Russian who shall kill the
Czar will act wisely, but that the Englishman who
should kill Salisbury would act foolishly, he wins
Liberty’s approval; but when he makes this Russiana
saint and this Englishman a knave, this approval
must be accompanied by protest. . T

Mere Land No Saviour for Labor.

Here is a delicious bit of logic from Mr. George: “If
capital, a mere creature of labor, js such an oppressive
thing, its creator, when free, can strangle it by refusing
to reproduce it.” The italics are mine. If capital is
oppressive, it must be oppressive of labor. What dif-
ference does it make, then, what labor can do when
free? The question is what it can do when oppressed
by capital. Mr. George’s next sentence, to be sure,
indicates that the freedom he refers to is freedom from
land monopoly. But this does not improve his situa-
tion. He is enough of an economist to he very well -
aware that, whether it has land or not, labor which
can get no capital — that is, which is oppressed by cap-
ital— cannot, without accepting the alternative of star-
vation, refuse to reprodu¢e capital for the capitalists.: -

It is one thing for Mr. George to sit in his sanctum
and write of the ease with which a man whose sole
possession is a bit of land can build a home and scratch
a living; for the man to do it is wholly another thing.
The truth is that this man can dc nothing of the sor
until you devise some means of raising his wages above |
the cost of living. And you can only do this by in- |
creasing the demand for his labor. And you can only
increase the demand for his labor by enabling more -
men to go into business. And you can only enable |
more men to go into business by enabling them toget
capital without interest, which, in Mr. George’sopinion,
would be very wrong. And you can only enable them
to get capital without interest by abolishing the mone
monopoly, which, by limiting the supply of money, en-
ables its holders to exact interest. And when you

have abolished the reoney monopoly, and when, in con- ‘
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sequence, the wages of the man with the bit of land
have begun to rise above the cost of living, the labor

tion, as one who is more absorbed in his art.  So, too, the
necessities of nature and society insist upon the reproduction

confusing the idea implied in the words “care for”
with the idea implied in the words ‘‘dwell upon.”

in the question will be nine-tenths solved. For then either of the species, which hecomes tho ulterior object of love; yeb | 7y trye artist-lover refrains from dwelling upon
. R 01 13 . . the lover who thinks more about babies than he does about . . . H
t is by this man will live better and better, or he will steadily ; Labies precisely because he cares more for babies and
. . his caresses (the lover is almost the only artist who deals in N "
espect lay up money, with which he can buy tools to compete | ¢he charms of touch) develops his manhood less, and the knows that that is the way to produce satisfactory
al dis. with his employer or to till his bit of land with com- | womanhood of his fellow artist less, and thus is, everyway, | Ones, but the true artist-painter refrains from dwelling
. Re- B fort and advantage. 1In short, he will be an independ- | less successfully fitted for parentage than the one who thinks | upon his dinner simply because he cares but precious
y has ent men, receiving all that he produces or an equivalent | mainly about the art of loving anud his pleasure in it. little comparatively whether he gets a dinner or not.
o used thereof. How to make this the lot of all men is the YRe“”y',‘l‘l"t:m“ 5':;““5 so ““lii*::‘l" to "‘:’l“‘“t ll belglm to fear | pach of these true artists “cares” less “for his art and
1 the, labor question. Free land will not solve it. Free | oot Wi b6 BCWUng up a littlo war-dance In W's COPNET | 1,45 leagure in it” and his pleasure in the immediate
Y q . N with conseq to y's g her. p . . p N
aceful money, supplemented by free land, will. T. X A results of it “than for its ulterior object.” As to the
Yy supp y But, Comrade Tucker, I am somewhat puzzled by some of X ! J
re, all your other and older criticisms. You first told me positively | nature of Anarchism, I think that what I said in my
, “ chi i » 3 ) 7Y H N o, { el 0 H
harac- Yarros and Tucker, Box 3366. that  Anarchism has no positive side,” and then, in reply to | paragr aph in No. 90 was.suﬂxclently clear, I certainly
8 con- I o titel L ! b - «X,” admitted that the affirmation of individual sovereignty | dc not feel at all complimented at hearing from Mr.
was not a little amused, in my pioneer home, at the con- | was in practice inseparable from the protest of Anarchy; . 5 PR
,l“ at;d tonts of No. 93. ¥ felt as though ‘* Overlook”’ had received | which seemed not only an admission that Anarchy had a po: i;hlozd Athau fh.e thougtlsxt me silly e?:.mgh t? "‘m'll ntain
lously @ surprise party, so many criticisms and compliments were | sitive (i. e., affirmative) side, but, perhaps, opposed to your at Anarchism rests on no positive principle. It
ia ter fired at me together. And Ilaughed to myself as I wondered | previous claim that the positive work of any movement was would be a very weak intellec, indeed that couldn’t
; that what my exquisite Bostonian friends would have thought of | something * distinct” from its negative work. Neither had | see that the negation of authcrity implies affirmation
arious their “artist,” had they seen him that same day ploughing | I before understood you to point out to me that ** Anarchy | of individual sovereignty. When I told Mr. Lloyd
either sand and Im%\u““g logs. Possibly that he took more interest | has no side that is affirmative in the sense of constructive.” | that Anarchism has no p sitive side, the very next
in the ““ulterior " object of his art than in its execution. I naturally supposed that your assertion, * Anarchism has no . ‘e
A entence showed that T »~.ant th “
es thf“‘ Comrade Yarros, that puissant pounder of grandmothers, | positive side,” meant that Anarchism was a pure negation. S “tli » .o d Tndiv; 1 . .at i l}&d 10 “po s“’.we
ent in flaps and crows so long and so loud, and with such perfectly | Now, it seems to me that we do have constructive work to wor odo. n _’ iaual sovereignty is not sor sthing
s older charming condescension, aberration, cheerfulness, and con- | do, and that it is practically inseparable from our negative to be bu't: * exists the moment the obstacles to its
on the ceit, that my sympathies are at last fully aroused. Who | work. Every theoretical scheme, every coiiperative combi- exercise are removed. Mr. Lloyd had been saying that
s own could bear to hit him now? To stick even a pin into such a | nation in the interests of liberty, belongs to this constructive | Anarchism was positive because there was a work of
happy bubble would be atrocious. Though, to be sure, he | side. Was not Proudhon’s Bank of the People such a con- “voluntary cotperative defence” to be done, and I
" would never find it out, but, dimly realizing that something | struction? Is not every book and paper written and printed inted out to him that thi " it ’b
ment, had happ 1, would i diately begin to shout that some | in the service of freedom such constructive work ? pon.\ ed ou im tha 18 Was no p0§1 1ve, but ne-
vaded. other follow had “Dbusted.” Rest thee, my shillalah! The | I raise these objections modestly, not captiously, nor with ga.t,]ve. work. By no means, hqwever, did I say that
the in- man is entirely out of his head now, and there is no longer | any fondness for mere arguments or names. Names are to there is no positive or constructive work to be done; I
on the any sense in whacking that cracked and empty receptacle. | me but tools to be used or disused according to fitness. Iam | simply denied that such work was Anarchistic. Tam
he has Dost thou not comprehend that it claims to have broken thee, | not stubborn, C le, though independent, and would | glad that Mr. Lloyd mentioned the Bank of the
be jus- instead of thou, it? Let be. Let us have peace. much sooner follow than fight you if you will only make it People; it gives me a good illustration. If a Bank of
! %)l But I owe my magnanimous comrade an apology. It | more convenient. he P ! le were to be established . b
"‘1“. €. seems that when he speaks furiously about “war” and | Vive I’Anarchie! J. War. Loy, | ° le People were to be established, '_mt wit any hope
te it is “bomb-throwing on our own account,” etc., he “never | GRAHAMVILLE, FLORIDA, MARCH 27, 1587, of its being allowed to live and do its economic work,
yughts, means nothing, nohow,” and it is * grossly unjust’’ to claim X i but simply for the purpose of propagandism, in order
rmer is he does. Pardon, Comrade, I'll never do it again, Iper-| [The newdressin which Comrade Lloyd clothes his | to direct attention to the outrageous deuial of free
2 viola~ ceive wo are fellow Itoets. error does not make it less erroneous. It is the same | banking and thereby secure the overthrow of the
s zood Howbeit, as Mr. Yarros has button-holed the bewildered | old error still. In its old garb it read: “The true art- | mone; monopoly, it would be an example of Anarch-
v reader and taken him to a peep-hcle in the wall of the Non- | jst cares more for his art and his pleasure in it thax | isti v X, but ; + would be oati g I, h
3 possl- Existent, and there, by the aid of * the light that never was its ulterior object.” In i . T | istie work, but 1t wo negative. If, however,
 other on sea or land,” hilariously revealed to him my utterly for 1. S 1 Perlor ° 'Jec ) n its new it reads: “Arthas | there were no money monopoly, and a Bank of the
in ter- «licked " and discomfited effigy, it may not be out of order for its direct object, first, plefmsure to the nerves of | Feople were to be started purely for its economic bene-
cessity for me to casually remark that I acknowledge no such con- | Sense, and, second, . . . . happiness, or the pleasure of | fits, that would be positive, constructive work, but it
easness version or dofeat. Instead of admitting a *right-about- | seli-perfecting, of healthful development.” As the | would not be Anarchistic. There will be no Anarch-
. So faco,” I gently assert that my face is about right and always | former sentence was written in regard to the relation | istic work to do after the people become free. To the
4 hasbeen. My second article was a straightforward continu- | of the pl f 1 ki th ducti . .
kill the . h bronched i £ 8 of the pleasures of love-making to the production of | amount of constructive work there will be no limit,
A ation of the ideas broached in my first, and I still serenely fFspii it bvi that th d “ulterior” . ) A
i who stand by my “‘truisms,” vice-reform, purity, morality, and ofispiing, 1t was obvious L at the word “ulterior © was | but its object will not be to make the people free, but
e wins grendmother. used in ths sense of later in time of achievement, and | to enable them to more completely satisfy their wants.
ssian a But, seriously, I am very glad to find that Comrade Yarros not in $he sense of incidental or external or secondary | — Epitor L1BERTY.]
pproval and I are after all so well agreed, and that our difference | in importance. So interpreted, the words “ulterior _
T was mainly a misunderstanding about terms and meanings, { object” in the first sentence correspond to the last THE POET SHELLEY ON MONOGAMY,
. —a misfortune ths;t has hs?pened before to much greater | slause of the second sentence. After making this sub- [Epipsychidion.]
philosophers than * we uns. IS . N . 1 never was attached to that great sect
. Comrade Tucker decks me out in an “old, idealistic, reac- stitution, the absu}'dlty of Mr. L'10y d’s orlgm?l state- Whose Goctrine is that each %ne should select
ge: «If tionary doctrine;” and then sets Ruskin, Proudhon, and ment must be manifest even to h‘m"_elf‘ For it would Out of the crowd a mistress or & friend,
oressive Tchernychewsky upon me. “God’s teeth!” as Queen then read as follows: The true artist cares more for And all the reat, though fair and wise, commend
p;' o Elizabeth used to swear, does it take three such mighty men | pleasure to the nerves of sense than for the pleasure of To cold 0"““";8 though it is in the code
etusing as that to whipme? And Ben Tucker behind? Then that's | healthful development. That is what Mr. LI Of modern morals, and the beaten road
Coq s o . Lloyd reall, . !
pital is the most flattering compliment yet. Verily, I had better H P 5 i . Y ~y Which those poor slaves with wewry footsteps tread
. 3 said, whether he fully realized it or not; and that is Who travel to their home among the dead
hat dif- reach for my sling and betake me to the brook for a scrip- . K , " . ses s N
o when £all of smooth stones the doctrine of “art for art’s sake,” which I criticised By the broad highway of the world, and so
) z s s H ith hained friend hi
pressed But, before we fight, let's see if there be no misunderstand- him for thus espousing. Now, however, relying on his ¥he d::::r?eat ﬁd t:: ;lo,;é)gt ;:,’:,’;g;"é‘,’,"’ foe,
jng here. I think there usually is when Comrade Tucker analogy between food and offspring as related to art, ’
e sure, & of > ’ i a
p ? and T fall to criticising. he claims that he meant by “ulterior object” some :i_:“‘: :3":&?3::&???;1? gold and clay,
1 3 . . . Al away.
m ,;"m Let me explain. Ifind there are certain relations of phe- | guch incidental or external object as food, shelter, etc. Love is like understanding, thut’;zrowa bright,
s 81 ‘:‘;’l :";‘;’;: ::;: i‘;l;}::;’:i;:;*iozg ;:‘; ;*:l‘;':o::fuflmmg{ t_A“ But this analogy, instead of justifying Mr. Lloyd’s Gazing on many truths; 'tis like thy light,
Ty Wi P! evolution, . H s . Imagination, which from earth and sky,
r which construction, and reconstruction of these charms, —the skil- statement, simply estz_ibhshes‘hxs confusion .0 f thought. And from u;e depths of human innwsi,
by ca ful production of pleasant relations. Thus the musician For food under ordinary circumstances is properly As from a thousand prisms and mirrors, fills
g N P produces charming relatiops between sound and the ear, the classed as a means of pleasure to the nerves of sense, The universe with glorious beaws, nd kills
> ol star- - painter-between form and color.and the eye,.the cook, the | —in other words, an insufficiency of it means tempo- Error the worm with many a sunlike arrow
talists. chef de cuisine, between viands and the gustatory nerves, | rary physical suffering, and even the total lack of it gf‘"; "ne::::';m “f:' t"bmg{ tl:::w'u
sanctum ete. . R e hea oves; the brain contemplates,
. and the consequent starvation might be more endur- The life that wears, the spirit that creates
ose sole ‘Wherever intelligent action produces charm, either in re- . . . P N ; i} o
1 scratch ality or by imaginative description, there we have art. I able than t}}e life-long suﬁ_ermg whlch‘bad' art migl gn; ::{z;i :lfx:ro;: ::)::i,';:;d builds thereby
or thin find then that art has for its direct object, first, pleasure to cause,—while the production of offspring is a matter
g the nerves of sense, and, second, if it be really and in the best | seriously and permanently affecting the happiness and Mind from its object differs most in this:
the sort Evil from good; misery from happiness;
© 8o sense ““high” or ‘‘fine’’ art, happi or the pl of | development of the parents. Hence he who cares more T: baser f om’t:;”;g, m; ﬁp: inesss
es above self-perfecting, of healthful development. And I fully agree | for his day’s dinner than for his picture is not a true ‘Ana fradl from what Is cloar and must endure.
is by 1;" '::.h t,c°,rf’md° ?‘;;ke.r aI:d h“‘gi '?ts."h;t' i’:l this sense, a1 | artist, just as he who cares more for the pleasures of 1¢ you divide suffering or dross, you may
can on artist’s * superiority in his profession is direc y proportional . : P Diminish till it is consumed away;
- mor); t6 the degree in which he s absorbed by the object of his love-makuzg than for the quality of his offspring is not If you civide pleasure and love and thought,
ble art.” 1In fact, the expression he criticises was iutended to | & true a.rtlst. X Here, I suppose, Mr. Lloyd would bid Each part exceeds the whole; and we know not
y enal assert the same thing. For, lying beyond or outside, ulterior, | me consider his perfectly true remark that the painter How much, while any yet remains unshared,
m to geb to theso direct objects of art, I find various other objects, | who dwells upon his dinner will not paint so good a Of pleasure may be gained, of sorrow spared.
s opinion, which cannot be neglected, but which the *rue artist d ’ 8 This truth is that deep well whence sages draw
¢ ru are | pictt S H i
4 glected, pictare or earn 8¢ good a dinner (not necessarily the lat- The unenvied light of hope; the eternal law
ble them not dwell upon. Thus, in the economy of naturs and society. e ds s s
y 30 S A » | ter, though, unless tomorrow’s dinner is meant instead By which those live to whom thia world of life
he money the artist needs food, money, rep ete., and ", .
. of today’s), and that the lover who dwells upon babies Is as a garden mvaged, and whose strife
oney, en- these become ulterior objects of his art; yet the painter who | . 1l not rtisticall rod Tills for the promise of & later birth
ben you thinks too much about his dinner or his reputation will not | Will not caress so artis y or produce so good a The wilderness of this elysian eartii.

paint so good & picture, or earn so good & dinner or reputa- | baby. Again Mr. Lloyd is in confusion,—this time Percy Bysshe Shelley.

n, in con-
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in slavery by foree, they must sacrifice everything to the formidable developient
of their armed forces, they must, in a word, continue to form a powerful military
State,—that is, they must themselves remain slaves, and a permanent menace
against liberty in all the countries of Europe. ‘This is an inevitable result and, at
the same time, a trivmphant demonstration of that law of solidarity which is the
fundamental law of humanity.

1f, on the contrary, the Slavs trinmph, under the colors of the Czar of Russia, it
will be all over with humanity for a long time. There will remain only a single
way of salvation for the Germans and for the entire West of Europe, —namely, to
liberate and revolutionize the Slavie peoples, including the Empire of Russia itself,
a8 quickly as possible.  In no other way can there be any trinmph except for the
most pitiless, the most brutal, the most inhuman reaction. Any other path can
end only in the ruin of all human civilization, at least for many centuries,

To be continued.

THE SCIENCE OF SOCIETY.

By STEPHEN PEARL ANDREWS.

PART SEcoNnD.
COST THE LIMIT OF PRICE:

A Scientific Measure of Honesty in Trade as One of the Fundamental Principles in
the Solution of the 8ocial Problem.
Continued from No. 93.

63. It is important for reasons of practical utility to arrive at a general or
average estimate of the relative repugnance of different kinds of labor, especially
of the most common kinds, and that i3 done under the operation of the Cost Prin-
ciple, as hereafter pointed out (195); but, as we have seen, if we had already
arrived at it, it would not be a sufficicntly accurate measure of Equity to be applied
between individuals; while, on the other hand, this average itself can only be based
uron individual estimates. The average which now exists in the public mind, by
which it is understood that field laLor, in cultivating grain, for example, is neither
the hardest nor the easiest kind of work, and that sewing or knitting is not so re-
pugnant as washing or scrubbing, rests upon the general observation of individual
preferences.

4. It follows, therefore, in order to arrive at a satisfactory measure of Equity,
and the adoption of a scientific system of commerce: 1. That some method must
be devised for comparing the relative repugnance of different kinds of labor. 2.
That, in making the comparison, zach individual must make his or her own esti-
mate of the repugnance to him or her of the labor which he or she performs, and
3. That there should be a sufficient motive in the results or consequences to in-
sure an honest exercise of the judgment, and an honest expression of the real feel-
inygs of each, in making the comparison.

G5, L.— That some methoa should be devised for comparing the relative repugnance
of different kinds of labor. This is extremely simple. All that is necessary is to
agree upon some particular kind of labor, the average repugnance of which is
wost easily ascertained, or the most nearly fixed, and use it as a standard of com-
parison, a sort of yard-stick for measuring the relative repugnance of other kinds of
labor. For example, in the Western American States it is found that the most
appropriate kind of labor to be assumed as a standard with which to compare all
other kinds of labor is corn-raising. It is also found, upon extensive investigation,
that the average in'oduct of that ﬁ(ind of labor, in that region, is twenty pounds of
corn to the hour,  If, then, blacksmithing is reckoned as one half harder work than
com-raisinf, it will be rated (by the blacksmith himself) at thirty pounds of corn to
the hour. If shoemaking be reckoned as one quarter less onerous tﬁan corn-raising,
it will be rated at fifteen pounds of corn to the hour. In this manner the idea of
corn-raiging is used to measure the relative repugnance of all kinds of labor.

66, II.—That, in making the ison, euch individual must make his or her own

timate of the repuy to him or her of the particular labor which ke or she performs.
This condition must be secured, both for the reasons already stated, and because
another equally important principle in the true science of society is the Sovereignty
of the Individual. The Individual must be kept absolutely above all institutions.
He must be left free even to abandon the principles whenever he chooses. The
only constraint must be in the attractive nature and results of true principles.

67, 1I1.— That there should be a sufficient motive in the resulls or consequences of
compliance with these principles lo insure an honest exercise of the judgment, and an
honest expression of the real feeling of each in making his estimate of the relative re-
pugnance of kis labor., The existence of such a motive can only be shown by a
view of the general results of this entire system of principles upon the condition
of society, and upon the particular interests of the individual. These results must
be gathered from a thorough study of the whole subject, in order to establish this
point conclusively to the pﬁilcsophic mind. The force of a public sentiment recti-
fied by the knowledge of true principles will not be lost sight of by such a mind.

229.) ‘The particular remedial results of deviations from the principle of Equity
upon’ the interests of the individual will be specifically pointed out in the sub-
sequent pages. (72-76.)

68. If an exchange could be always made and completed on the spot, each party
giving and receiving an equivalent,—that is, an amount of labor, or a product of
labor, which; had in it an amount of repugnance or cost just equal to that in the
labor or product for which it was given or received,—the whole problem of ex-
changes would be solved by the simple method just stated. There would in that
case be no necessity for a circulating medium, or for any thing to perform the part
which is performed by money in our existing commerce. But such is not the case.
Articles are not always at hand which have in them the same amount of cost; in-
deed, it is the rare exception that exact equivalents can be made upon the spot in
commodities which are mutually wanted. Besides, it may frequently happen that
I want something from you, eiti":er labor or the products of labor, when you, at the
time, want nothing of me. In such a case the exchange is only partially completed
on the spot, the remaining part waiting to be completed at some future time, by the
performance of an equivalent amount of labor, or the delivery of products or com-
modities having in them an'equivalent amount of labor.

69. In such a case as that just stated, it is proper that the party who does not
make his part of the exchange on the spot should give an evi of his obligati

modity, —say so many pounds of corn, specifying in the note the kind of

and the alternative. ~As it may happen that the party receiving the Labor Not
may not require the labor itself, or that it may be inconvenient for the party pro
mising to perform it when it is wanted, it is provided that the obligation may
discharged, at the option of the party giving the note, in the standard commodity]
instead. On the other hand, alt’}nugh the party receiving the note may not wan
the labor himself, yet some person with whom he deals may want it, and hence he,
can pass the note to a third party who is willing to reccive it for an e({uivalmxt’
amount of labor, or products, received from him.  In this manner the Labor Note
begins to circulate from one to another, and the aguregate of Labor Notes in ¢
culation in a neighborhootl constitutes the neighborhood circulating medium,
dispensing, so far as this Equitable Commerce extends, with mouey altogether,,
or, rather, introducing a new specics of puper-moncy, based solely upon individual)
responsihility, |

70. ‘The use of the Labor Note is not, as has been already observed, strictly @
principle of Fquity, and partakes more of the nature of a contrivance than any other]
feature of the system of Equitable Commerce; but yet it scems to be a necessary
instrument to be employed in the practical working of the system. The Theory of
Equity is complete without it, but the necessity for its use arises from the practical
fact that exchanges eannot in everv case he completed on the spot. Hence a cir-
culating medium of some sort is indispensable, and in order that the agmtem may
remain throughout an equitable one, in practice as well as in theory, the circulat-]
ing medium must be based on_equivalents of labor or cost between individuals,

The features of the Labor Note are peculiar, and the points of difference between
it and ordinary money are numerous and far more important than at first appears.
They are as follows: |

71. L—1Its ch and As it costs nothing but the paper upon
which it is written, printed, or engraved, and the labor of executing and signing
it, it may be said, for practical purposes, to cost nothing. The great fault of ou
existing currency is its expensiveness and scarcity. It is upon these properties
that the whole system of interest or rent on money is founded, a tribute to which
the rich as well as the poor have to submit, whenever they want a portion of the §
circulating medium to use. To show that this is a real and frightful evil in gold
and silver currency, and consequently in all money of which gold and silver are ti
basis, demands a distinet treatise on money. Under the Labor Note system, every
man who has in his possession his ability to work, or his character, or in these ele-
ments variously combined, the assurance of responsibility or the basis of credit,
has always by him as much money as he needs. He has only to take his pen from |
his pocket and make it at will. There can be no such cases as happen now, of re- |

nsible men worth their tens or hundreids of thousands of dollars in property, but
absolutely destitute of money, and forced to submit to the shaving process of bank-
ers, brokers, and Jews.

72, IL.—— Being based on individual credit, it makes every man his own banker. This
feature of the Labior Note system i substantially contained in the preceding state- §
ment, but the more important consequences of tuis fact remain to be pointed ous. |
Bankers are proverbial for their anxiety to maintain their credit unimpaired and |
unsuspected. With them distrust is synonymous with the ruin of their business. |
Under this system every man, woman, boy, and girl, assuming the characier of a
banker, becomes equally solicitous about the maintenance of his or her credit. |
Upon the goodness of their reputation for punctuality of redemption depends tho |
fact of their always having change in their pockets. Honesty comes ther toa

ood market, and finds at once a Eecunia.ry reward. If one’s credit is suffered to
%nll into disrepute among lis neighbors, he is left positively without money or the |
means of obtaining it, and reduced to the necessity of making all his exchanges on
the spot. He is pui pecuniarily into Coventry. Both the superior advantages of
ssessing credit, and the greater inconvenience of losing it, conspire, therefore, to |
install the reign of commercial honor and common honesty in the most minute and
ordinary transactions of life among the whole people. The nioralist who is wise |
will perceive herein an engine of reform immensely important to subserve his ends.
This result is already satisfactorily proven in practice at one point, where this sys- |
tem of exchanges has been introduced, in the fact that every person is anxious to .
obtain the Labor Notes of others for use and to abstain, so far as he can, from is- |
suing his own; as well as in the general solicitude for the preservation of credit, |
aud the general promptitude in redeeming the notes that are issued. Notwith:
standing the fact that, in so small a circle, it is only a part of the pecuniary trans-
actions of the community which can be carried on upon the Cost Principle,
— ordinary money having to be used in ull transactions with the world outsile, and even |
within the community, for those things which were purchased outside and which cost
money,—still these results have been strikingly exhibited in practice.

73. IIL.— 1t combines the properties of a circulating medium and a means of credit.
These qualities have been substantially state? above as separate attributes of the
Labor Note system; but the advantage of their combination in one and the same
instrumentality of Commerce i3 worthy of a distinct observation. At the end of
the third year from the cc t of the settl t above referred to, there
were eighteen families having two lots of ground, each with houses —nine brick
and nine wooden ones—and gardens of their own, nearly the whole of which cap-
ital was created by them during that period. The families, without exception,
came there quite destitute of worldly accumulations. Thirty dollars in money
was probably the largest sum possessed by any of them. Others landed theve ‘wit|
five dollars and ten as the whole of their fortune. They were nearly all families
who had been exhausted in means as well as broken down and discouraged in spi
rit by successive failures of community, or association attempts at reform.
success they have thus achieved, in so short a time, has resulted entirely from their
own labor, exchanged so _far as requisite and practicable upon the Cost or Equit-
able Principle, facilitated by the instrumentality of the Labor Note.

74. A family arrivirg without means at the location of a village operating on
the Equitable Principle, if th2ir appearance or known character inspires sufficient
confidence in the minds of the previous settlers, can immediately commence opera-
tions, not upon charity, but upon their own credit, issuing their Labor Notes
men, women, and youths—so far as their several kinds of labor are in demand, .
procuring thereby the labor of the whole village in all the various trades necessary
to construct them an edifice, and supply them with the necessaries of life, so far as
the size of the circle renders it possible to produce them on the spot. Labor, even prospe
tive labor, thus becomes immediate capital. Interest and profits being discarded
the amount of capital thus existing in labor is greatly augmented. - The fact that
the labor of the women and children is equally remunerated with that of the
agait dds to the amount of combined capital in the family, By the opera :
these several causes, a family which has been struggling for years, in the midst
the tition of ordinary Commerce and the oppressions of capital, with no sac-

’ ],

to do s0 at some future time, whenever called upon,—and this is the origin of what
is called the Labor Note, which is the form assumed by “Equitable Money,” the
fourth among the elements of the:solution of the Problem of Society. The party
who remains indebted to the other gives his‘'own note, provided the other consénts to
receive it, for an equivalent amount of his own labor, or else of the standard com-

.corroborated the theory.

cess beyond barely holding on to life, may become in a short time independen
well provided. Such are the lzgitimate workings of the true system of Commerce,
and so far as it has been tested by practical operations the resuits have entirely |

To be continued.




labor,
* Note

pro~
1ay be
nodity
- waut
nee he
valent
» Note
i cir-
dium,
ether,

tween
pHears.

- upon
igning
of our
rties
p\:hich
of the |
n gold
re the
every
se ele-
credit,
1 from
, of re-
y, but
“bank-

This
- state-

out.
d and
siness.
.r of 8
credit.
ds the
rtoa
red to
or the
ges on
ges of
ore, to
te and
8 wise
3 ends.
is sys-
ous to
om is-
credit,
twith-
trans-
nciple,
d even
ch cost

credit.
of the
2 same
end of
, there
e brick
h cap-
eption,
money
e wit

amilies
in spi-
. fl“})ne
n their
Equit-

ing on
fficient

, opera-
jotes —
lemand,
cessary
0 far as
prospec-
carded,
wct that
he men
ation of
ridst of
no sue-
ent and
nmerce,
entirely

€23

Intelligent Egotism Anti-Social.

To the Editor of Liberty:

Tak Kak savs that langnage is algebrade, and in that 1
fully agree with him: but Uean not help entertaining the
suspicion that his aluchra was learned in the sehool of that
celebrated mathemativian who demonstrated that the moon
is made of green cheese. Anyhow, the method of demonstra-
tion is the same, — that of using one symbol in two or more

s it the s Another reason for the mathe-
matical comparison is that the argument his not convineed
me that egoistic hedonism could ever produce 8 happy soci-
ety except in that mathematician's paradise, space of four
dimensions, in which spheves can be turned inside out with-
out cutting or tearing them, and all sorts of wonderful tricks
performed.  Now, without a happy society, however much a
¢« ghost " society may be, while there may be some happy in-
dividuals, individuals at large (ghosts also?) must be un-
happy, for to say that society is happy is only a convenient
way of saying that the units composing it are happy. That
society is not a ghost to most of us, however, incluling even
sonte of the mest “advanced”; that we are all influenced
somewhat by the thought that “all men barn are mortal, but
not man,”'— will be evident on & little retlection. For the
mumber who would relax their efforts in behalf of a better
tate of affairs on being informed that they had but a few
fyceara to live is comparatively small, while, on the other
hand, searcely one of us would persevere, were we to learn
hat the world's existence was to be as limited. T doubt if
ven Tak Kak himself would subseribe for ten copies of
[Proudhion under such conditions. And, after all, what is
here superstitious in my giving play to the sentiment which
) Iprompts me to respect the rights of others, a feeling deve-
loped in me Dy the same process that has developed all my
pther feelings?

I notice one change in Tak Kak which, if followed up,
might bring us into accord, or at least to an understanding.
f we could only agree on a terminology anmd use it on both

Rides consistently, 1 have no doubt that some of our differ-
pnces would disappear, and it would be much easier to

w0 arguient.

pxamine and disens the remainder. What I refer to is the |
Now, it |

istinction he draws between egoism and egotism.
s against exalting into a system what i3 popularly meant
y egotism that my protests are directed, and it is hecause
BTk Kak scemed, and still seems, in spite of his distinetion,
o champion egotism as a system that I have come into con-
ict with him. I have never pretended that altruism was
pther than a special form of egoism, taking the latter in its
hroad sense; [ have certainly not advocated the suppression
pf personality or of the pursuit of pleasure, and I know of
o evolutionist who has.  On the contrary, the development
f personality was a *‘fixed idea’” with Clifford; the abso.
ute harmfulness of acting in accordance with any imposed
ktandards is the subject of his most eloquent denunciations;
hnd if Tak Kak had looked into those lectures of hig that I
oferred to, he would have found the study of ethie defined
hs the study of that form of pleasure arising from the con-
Leionsness of haviug acted properly. It is the same with all
he other evolutionary moralists. Taking up, for instance,
Bain's ¢ The Emotions and the Will,” which happens to be
bn my desk, I find the following:

Of the narrow iove of self called sc:lﬁsl}ness, I think it
worth while to remark again that nothing implied in it can
ver favor the notion of any one’s heing actuated by motives
ntirely apart from themselves. If a man has been so moved
by his tender scntiments, his love of justice, to include
pmony the objects of his pursuit a large mass of good to oth-
ers, or if, like Howard, he mukes the relief of foreign misery
he one aim of his life, — he is still evidently following out the
ympulses of his own personality, while deserving to be ranked

vith the noblest and best of men. The selfishness that we
eproach not only docs not comprehend others, but actually
obs them. of what is their own,—as in the reckless pursuit
of yain, the suppression of freedom by unbounded author-
ity, and the insatiable yrusping of aftention, honor, or
applouse.

There is then no contention on our side that any action
oan be other than egoistic; but this does not in any-wise
lessen the differences between altruistie, non-altrnistic or in-
different, and anti-altruistic actions; and it is these differ-
ences that we have to consider.

That a man under any given conditions will act s0 as to ob-
tain the greatest possibl nt of pl e is almost self-
o, idert, but part of one’s pleasure is always due to the good
opinion of one’s fellows. It is therefore within our power to
ladd to or subtract from the amount of pleasure experienced

By any or . in performing a certain action. Ithink thateven

ak Kak will not deny that I should be acting normally in
disapproving of any action which tends towards producing
Mgeneral nuhappiness, even though T myself be sheltered from
the consequences of such action. But the moment I begin to
approve and disapprove of actions apart from their influence
on me, the foundation of a moral code is laid, I say that
only the foundation is laid because, although the social sanc-
ion has heen one of the means instrumental in developing
'morality, yet no one can really be called moral until his feel-
ing of right has been s far developed as to make him ready
to defy the social sanction iu its behalf when they seem in
opposition. Sc tar, in fact, are we from desiring to suppress
any part of personality that what we are pleading for is a
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-
L revognition of the moral sentiments as suchoa part, and not | ozige,
fas an external * ghost,”

Thar Tak Kak shoubl misinterpret me in this does not,
however, surprise me, when I see how he fails to eateh the
meaning of my remarks about the social organism amd the
relation of its units to it Toany physical organism the nnits
must act in harmony or lead to the disruption of the organ-
ism, and so to their own destruction,  The units act as they
do, not through any feeling of compulsion, but because it is
inherent in their nature so to do.  ‘They are, if I may use the
term, possessed of physical morality.  During the course of
evolution natural selection slovly sifted out those organisms
in which the coiirdination of the parts was most suitable to
the work to be accomplished, and the existing organisms are
the result of that selection.  So it is with the super-organic
forms, such as human socicty. The units composing it have,
properly speaking, no compromise to make.  They are them-
selves the materialized expression of the ever-varying com-
promise which has been establishing itself for millions of
vears and the perfeeting of which constitutes progress. 1
am perfectly well aware that it would be use to attempt
to restrain an utterly vicious person by telling him that he
is only a societary unit, but I am just as certain that 1 can
restrain those in whon: the moral sentiment is well developed
from many acts by s ing that their commission would he
in opposition to the dictates of that sentiment. And my op-
position to Tak Kak is based mainly on his secking with
Stirner to treat this moral sentiment as something intrusive,
and any one of whom it forms a part as ghost-ridden.

I must confess that 1 have & weakness for keeping a pro-
mise because it is a promise, and 1 fail to see: how a civilized
society can be maintained when that weakness is not gene-
ral.  For, if one’s having promised to do a thing does not add
to the probability of his doing it, promises disappear alto-
gether, and contracts and concerted action become impossible
except under duress. T do not know whether it would make
my ** superstition ** appear greater or less to aay that, in keep-
ing a promise the vxecntion of which is disadvantageous, I
am gratifying my sentiment of personal honor.

The notion that we should repudiate morality because un-
enlightenerd people seeking to do good have often done harm
is about as absurd as it would be to advocate starvation be-
canse people have mistaken poisonous toadstools for edible
mushrooms, or to abandon the study of bridge-huilding be-
cause ill-trained engineers have built poor briages. Or it
wonld be as sensible to denounce the perseverance of the lae
borious scholar beeause it is the same quality that enables the
Indian fakir to persist in his self-torture; or to attick your
motive in publishing Liberty, Mr. Editor, because it is at
Jottom one with that which induces Williain Morris to issne
the ‘“Commonweal.”” In fact, the absurdity of th. notion,
combined with such utterances of his as that on rape, almost
lead me to believe that by morality Tak Kak means only im-
moral abuses; and that he is really seeking a higher moral
state in which the individual will take nothing for granted,
but will decide all questions for himself. If so, however, his
Iangnage is most unfortunate, for it generally gives me the
impression that there is no reason why I should not rob my
neighbor except the fear of getting my head broken. And 1
fear that, were such ideas to prevail,—which, however, I do
not think possible,—there would be very many times more
than the few dozen murders under Anarchy that Tak Kak
talks of.

Tak Kak says that, if all men were egoists, the despotism
of the Pope and of Bismarck could not survive. AsTam not
certain as to the nature of the egoist, I can neither agree nor
dissent. If I take the word in its broadest sense, as all mo-
tives would have to he regarded as egoistic, the statement is
of course untrue; while if T take it in the sense popularly at-
tributed to the term egotist, it is equally untrue. For the
most snubmissive slaves of the Pope are precisely those most
egotistic, those who sacrifice everything in their desire for
their personal salvation. Prometheus, the typical rebel
against the gods and authority, is not an egotist. It may be,
though, that Tak Kak means his egoists to be intelligent ego-
tists. In that case, of course, the Pope’s despotism would at
once fail, having no physical force behind it; but I do not see
why Bismarck’s should disappear. Ifii failed, it would be
because of lack of faith on the part of-its supporters, and not
through its opponents’ strength. For any given intelligent
egotist would prefer making terms with the powers that ke
to risking his life or liberty in an effort to overtbrow them;
knowing, as he would, that pledges were valueless, and that
his colleagnes would sell him out at the first opportunity.
The overthrowers of tyranny are not, and never were, ego-
tists. Whether it be John Brown at Harper’s Ferry, the
Irish rebel facing the pitch-cap and the triangle, the Russian
Nihilist braving Siberia and death, Condorcet calmly writing
in the shadow of the guillotine of a happier future for man-
kind, or you, Mr. Editor, getting ready to meet the * wild
beast,”” —each is inspired with something more than egotism,
‘and, if it be a “‘ ghost ** that inspires them, then is that ghost
a form of the spirit of progress: The intelligent egotist is
‘safe from this ghost, for the thought that ¢ Quand on est
mort, c’est pour longtemps’ is more powerful against it
with him than was even medisval exorcism.

If we accept Taine’s estimate, Napcleon would appear to

be a very good example of the irtelligent egotist, the ** Ein-

Ido not believe that many readers of Liberty will
think i desirable to alevelop sueh characters as his. Tuk
Kak may elim, however, that, were all his contetaporaries
like 10 Napoleon, he workd have been unable to do the evil
he diel, This is Bkely, bt the cont of assuranee is too high,
Any one Napoleon might do less vil, but the total evil would
‘Fhat a socicty vomposed of such units could
never evolve into a harmonions one through the mere action
of hutelligenee seems to me almost self-evident,  Let us ima-
wine for @ mmment that a community has been built up by
the segregation in some way of intelligent thieves, Now,
now can this community suppress or get rid of theft? For,
on the average, all the time spent in stealing and guarding
against theft is Weore all to renounce theft, the total
wealth would be as great as before, and the time previously
spent in stealing or preventing stealing would be available
for the prodaction of more wealth, or the enjoyment of that
produced.  Here, then, is a splendid opportunity for the dis-
play of the powers of intelligent egotism. It is advantageous
to stop stealing; ench one is intelligent enough to see this;
yet it is out of their power to abstain,  For mark that what
is really advantageous to the individual is not that he should
stop stealing, but that all others should: and while this lat-
ter might b hoa gain to him as to wmake it worth his while
to quit stealing himself in order to secure it, yet he can have
no certainty that his doing so would secure it. A contract
to quit stealing can be of no binding effect on men who are
free from the dominion of “ fixed ideas,” who refuse to keep
a promise merely because it is a promise.  Until men are so
far developed that they refuse to steal through innate re-
pugnance to theft, or through dislike of intlicting injury on
their fellows, the chief restraining intluence that can be ex-
erted on them is despotism, spiritual or temporal.  Morality,
instead of being slavery, is the condition of liberty. It is
true that, as Spencer , the development of the industrial
régime means the substitution of contract for status; but, if
men have no obligations towards one another prior to con-
tract, contract can create none.  For to assume that | owe
anything to anybody as the result of a contract is to assume
that a promise is binding, or clse that there exists some ex-
ternal power capable of coercing me into falfilment of my
pledges. One or the other of these positions mnst be ae-
cepted.  On this point, at least, 1 am at one with the disput-
ants on both sides of the question of the so-called * social
contract,” whether, say, Hobbes and Austin on the one hand,
or Speacer and Proudhon cn the other. Thus, therefore,
Stirner and Tak Kak, preaching *egoism’ and contract
and repudiating merality, ve hecome like the great re-
former Chigaloff in Dostoievsky's hm.;k, whose conclusions
were in direct contradiction to his premises.

To a plain mind there is something very amusing in these
loudly-uttered defiances to the “ ghosts,” something sugges-
tive of the small boy who defies all spirits while the sun
shines and runs from a white sheet after dark  And indeed
we find the chief ghost of all reconstituted in the uncondi-
tioned ego. An ego of which ideas and sentiments are only
furniture is to me unthinkable (my lack of metaphysical
training is no doubt to blame). This much [ know, however,
—that, when my ideas are changed, I am changed. The
unconditioned ego seems nothing else than the absolute —
God. (While I write, a friemnd suggests that the uncondi-
tioned ego may he the third of Professor Hamilton’s classes
of things; the three being the existent, the non-existent, and
that which is neither existent nor non-existent.) The at-
tempt to prove me superstitious because 1 retain the terms
ought and should is of the same nature. It seems as if Tak
Kak had so recently succeeded in getting rid of some of his
incubi that he can not believe but that all other people are
bearing such burdens yet. Of course he can scarcely be ex-
pected to grasp the iden, then, that some of us have been free
s0 long that we no more think of such ghosts than we do of
the playthings of our childhood. 1 use the terms ought and
should as they are every Jay used by physicists to whom they
convey no superstitious implication. If, for instance I say
that a stone dropped from a given height onght to reach the
earth in ten seconds, the idea conveyed to those with whom
I am in the habit of associating, is simply that, if the condi-
tions be normal, it will reach the earth in that time. Such
a statement might give Tak Kak the impression that I con-
sidered the stone would fall hecause of the order of a god or
a contained spirit; but, if so, then it is he who is ghost-
ridden, not I. Every day I am asked in regard to some in-
strument: ¢ Mr. Kelly, what ought this measure?” And
to avoid the superstitious ought, my questioner would be
compelled to use the awkward paraphrase: ** Were this in-
strument suitable for the work for which it is intended, what
do you think it would measure?”” T do not deny that the
term ought may have had a superstitious origin, — am not
philologist enough to say,—though I do not think so; but,
even if it had, as the meanings of words change as ideas are
modified, it would not. follow that it implies superstition now,
My use of the names Sunday and Thursday do not make me
a worshipper of either the sun or Thor.

It is perhaps equally amusing to see the attack on *“ fixed ™"
ideas in the organ of the plumb-liners, and app ly
with the approval of the chief apostle of rectitude and no-
compromise. If Bradlaugh's perjury for the sake of per-
sonal advancement is to be regarded as propaganda, then

be fir greater.

asted,




must his vote for coercion in Ireland be cousidereds the |
same, for both show the same lack of principle. In fact,
Bradlaugh is one of those who have translated Whitinan's
“Liberty is to be subserved whatsoever ensue” into: 1
must get prowotion, whatever or whoever suffer.”  Are
these the idens you mean to express, Mr. Editor? 1 »0, then
you shoukd puil down your thag and hoist that of the Viear
of Bray; for, if thees be a “fixed ™ idea, it surely is one that
Teads 1oman to lay down his life for it, And though thou
alay ws, we will trust inthee.”  The egotistic lover of liberty
would phrase his ddress about thus: ¢ From you, O Liberty .
proceed material comforts for me; but, should it ever be
vtherwise, then you may go to the demnition hawawows"'

A “tixed " idea is neither more nor ess than oae so closely
interwoven with all other ideas aid sentiments that i is dif-
ficnlt to dislodge without altering many others.  Now, it is
just those persons whose ideas are not fixed in this way that
remain superstitious in spite of increased knowledyge; those
wlho, as Speticer say s, pass from the oratory to the laboratory,
and the laboratory to the oratory, closing the door of the
one wher they enter the other. A new idea is readily enough
accepted by such people (it either takes up a vacant space or
replaces a single old idea), but the acceptance has little effect
vpon the conduet of their lives. On the other hand, when
ideas are coherent, a new one, to get acecepted, must either
harmonize well with the old, or it must work a transforma-
tion in the whole mass.

I am perfectly well aware that, in discussing *“ the rights
of man,” it is necessary to keep in sight the *mights of
man”’; but [ am also aware that in the matter of social rela-
tions right and might must become adjusted.  Right is &
might, and ultimately the only might. The work of propa-
ganda in which we are engaged consists in proving to those
around us the rightness of our cause. Just as rapidly as we
convinee people we are right, so rapidly, or rather more ra-
pidly, does our might increase. It is a rather curious coin-
cidence, and one worthy of attracting Tak Kak’s attention,
that the man who most ardently preached the doctrine of
might in this century, and who sneered at right until he
seemed @ worshipper of brute force, was a most strenuous
advovate of duty. The companionship is not so strange as it
appears.

In conclusion, [ would ask Tak Kak, if egoistically allow-
able, to complete the two equations following according to
his algebra:

Egoism =

Egotism ==

JonuN F. KELLY.
NEWARK, APRIL 18, 1887,

[In spite of Mr. Kelly’s effort to draw me into this
discussion, 1 do not intend to take part in it at present.
It is seldom that two disputants as competent as him-
self and Tak Kak meet, and I desire their controversy
to go on until each has said all that he cares to. In
their hands I am content to leave it until that time,
and I am very sure that Liberty’s readers are equally
content. If, however, Mr. Kelly wishes me to an-
nounce my position, I am entirely willing to do so. 1
believe that egoism is the sole motive of conduct;
that, as far as motive is concerned, altruism is out of
the question; that men become superior in pgsportion
to their conscious recognition of this fact and the
growth of their intelligence in all directions; that
intelligent egoism is another name for liberty, and
that consequently it is the mother of order. In fact,
T am perfectly willing to accept Mr. Keily's paraphrase
of John Hay's lines, with the understanding that the
word “material” is given the broadest possible signi-
ficance, being perfectly sure that I should take no in-
terest in liberty whatever if it did not increase my
pleasure or diminish my pain, which latter result it
might, under circumstances easily conceivable, be ut-
terly unable to accomplish otherwise than by slaying
me. Thus much by way of declaration of faith. I
hope it is not ambiguous,— Eprror LiBErTY.]
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