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We here strike upon the really mmt nmdnmentnl 8

of the day, — namely, shal! we have a State ? or shall the State
i to the mbo of fools as a_good-for-
nothing institution ? *

I write this letter in order in state my own poam«m, and to
learn yours. I have the pmfounden sympamy with the idcas
you express in regard to human liberty, ‘while at the same
tie we have, I think, & ditferent view of the Altlma.te usci‘ul-
ness of the State.

As T understand the State, I am in fa.vor of ns preservn.tion.
but 1 wonld limit its fanctions.

¥ am just as much opposed to “Order,” as" you dofine it,
a8 yourself, and just as much in favor of * Disorder.” With

| all my heart I believe in that * disorder which is the flowering
-of the most beautiful passi
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and the grandest ifiens,”

1 accept your philosophv of right end wrong, und ihe defini-
tion of these terms.

Now, to the question what is the State, and lhn‘ we have a
State ?

By the term Staty, I understa.ud the organizes phymal foree
| of humanity.

In the past this orparized force has been ascd for vuxious
purpoees, religious, moral, legal, and nocinl, nnd lige Ve, no
doubt thee source of immense wrong:'.

But can we, afford either now or at any, time %o put it aside
altogethy tmd rely upon a natural order proceedmg from per-

: iy
1am utt.erly opposed to the State havlue nnything todoin
regard to religion ‘or morals.’ Every one uhould have the

Hugo says, my . freedom is limited by the freedom of every
other. -Now, suppose. I, by physlcal force, invade the tights
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so. that, at ﬁut ou tic, he 1s now our convert,
Within a very fow weeks he has publicly. answered
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lication, * This World ” We have not re
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The 3aliot-Box Craze.

Little Rhody!—wee sister on the map of this
bogus Unicn of States! A few weeks ago her work-
ingmen held their first great reunion at Rocky Point.
It was a surprise to her politicians and spindle-
souled oppressors. It was a grand affair, — this
meeting of tive thousand toilers wit: their champions
and friends.

Among the speakers who were to edify the work-
ingmen were Robert Blissert, P, J. Maguire, Dr, T.
D. Stow of Fall River, Victor Drury, Post of the New
York “Truth,” and a sterling band of coadjutors,
some of whom manifested a truly religious devotion

1 to principle that was indeed grand.

As the fervid eloquence of Blissert filled tha air,
it caught up even the cold heart of loitering capital-
ists, partly hidden in the rear. It was a scathing
indictment of soulless mammon ard a brave, manly
assertion of eternal nghts. But, as'the ir;: passioned
eloquence ueared its' crisis, the orator shouted :
 And there is but one remedy for afflicted; humanity,
searching, God-given, omaipotent, that ‘shall make
us conquerors, and anchor our salvatlon on ‘solid
rock. It ¢s the ballot-box !™

Then did the cheers go up. Then were the bulk
of the agitators palled with thé sublimity of the rem-
edy. The organizer of the Knights of Labor was

‘transfizsed. The capitalist under the eaves of the

hotel — quailed ? - Even the earnest and devoted Ma-
guire raised his quivering hands und clapped lustily.
Oh, how sublime !

- We refer to this incident as typifymg the astound-
ing blindness which darkens the senses of ‘even the
foremost reformers, with rore, rare sxceptions. The

| very swindle that alone makes the poverty and deg-
| radation of labor possible is held up for adoration
.and glorification ir the very house of humanity’s |¢
friends. It is this very ballot-box itgelf that only
“|needs to be rolled off the neck of labor in order to
-1 put it into the arena of a fair fight with the oppressor.

All these grievances of which the reformers com-

“i plain were born in the very principle of despotism
.| which creates the ballot-box and perpetuates it.
| The ballot-box itself, as an accepted assertion of the
right of a majority to rule a minority, is the very

3,

t that must first be cast out and buried. There

a8 to whether we lhnll hsve nny ear-cur

is Where the reformers still toddle in the very mfancy

°| of true reform.

| We ask Messrs. Blissert, Magmre, Post, and the
rest to to go home first of all and settle these gues-

ns: Has the ballot-box any right to rule in natu-
ral justice? Is not the ballot-box in its incipient
principle the negation of liberty? Is not'the very
beginning of privilege, monopoly, and industrial
slavery this erecting of the ballot-box above the

¢, | individual? Is not the ballot-box unscicutific, anti-
“ socml and a simple transposmon of the equation of

| from fraud and modern exploitation.  They have shown how '
it subsists on the bleod of the laborer, and little by little has

Until reformers

alaces. - Friend Bhssert can ‘lee a«e enemy when

mﬁed in the palace, but, when dxsgmsed and packedk e
. ﬁxrongn twin hrothm' and sister, they have . gone. on haac .

imaginable, Don’t ucg'e.

good friends !

your primers longs&'

During the resent Froethinkers' Convention .at
Watkins, N, 7., the following mossage was recei.d
by the president pro tem., Mr. T, B. Wakeman, fr.
C. . McCsabe, secretary of the Board of Methodist
Church Exicnsion: * To the President of the Free-
thinkers' Convention: All hail the power of Jesus’
name.. We are building more than one Methodist
charch for every day in the ycar, and propose to
make it two a day.” Mr. Wakeman answered as
follows: “To C. C. McCsbe, New York: Let us
hear less about Jesus’ name, ard see more of his
works. Build fower churches, anid pay your taxes on
them like honest men. Build beiter churches, since
liberty, science, and humanity will need them one of
these  days, and won't want fo pay too much for re-
pairs.” ‘Had we been at Watkins, we should: hav-
proposed an addition to Mr. Wakeman's telling reply
in these words: * Meanwhile we Freethinkers, dis-
ciples of the devil, who first put man on the track of
knowiedge against the will of God, who desired to
perpetuate his ignorance, shall bend our energies to -
the reaiization of the poet's lines: ;

‘Wherever God erccts a house of prayer,
‘The devil alweys builus a chapel there.”

Law and Authority.
III.
[Tronslated from * Le Révolté.”]

We have shown in a preceding article’bow.the Law is bom
of established custows and usages, and how it repremxud at
the beginning o shrewd mixture of social’ A
to the preservation of the human race with other, customs im-
posed by th se who use to their ad rantage popular superstitions
snd the right of might. Thie two-fold character of the Law
determines its ulterior develop in uations as they progres
in civilization.”

But, while the kernel ‘of social customs

inscribed in the Law undergoes but very slight ard very slow

modification 28 the centuries roil on, the other portion of the
laws develops, wholly to the advantage of ihe dominant

classes, wholly to the detriment of the oppressed chuea. It
is with dificulty that any law whatever representing, or seem-'
ing to represent, a certain guaranty for the disinherited is from -
time to time extorted from the dominant classes.
then such & law only repeals some preveding law enacted ior
the beénéfit of ‘the ruling ciasses.  *The best laws,” said:
Buckle, * have been those repealing: preceding laws.”

serving to keep the people in chains. . To.abolish the last
vestiges of servitude and feudal powers and to break the

‘strength of the royal camarilia France had to pass through

four years of revolution and twenty years of war. To abolish-
the least of the iniquitous laws ‘bequeathed to us by the past
requires dozens of years of struggle, and, as & general thmg
they disappear only in timesof revoluﬁon. :

“The gocialists have already told over and over again the
history of the genesis of Capital. 'They have described:its
birth from wars and spolintion, from - slavery and sérfdom;

eonquered the entire world. - They have still ‘to tell. t.l:oume

lage, unlucction, and explolmion. the Law has passed thmugh‘
the same”phases of development that Capital has passed

And even .



sustained by the wean
more and mere in prlvm life, mnd, um.ler the pretext of saving
X mfs it 1evies taxes upon all

wouid suppose them to have emanated from a-Council of re-
ligious fanatic: n from legislators,” observes u histo-
rian of Frenc]
At the same time, il proporzion s the ueignior, on his side,
extended his powers over the luborerl f the flelds and the
artisans of the cities, he became also” their judge and legisla-
tor. In the tenth contiry, if'there were any monumenis of
public law, they were but treaties regulating the obligations,
tasks, sud tributes of “the | and vassals of the seignior.
The legislators of that day were a “handful of brigands, multi-
plying and organizing for the ‘prigandage which they. practised
upon & [cople becoming more and more eacefal in proportion
as it devoted itself to ngriuulmre They turned to their account
' the sentiment of justice in the people; they set theza-
~ -selves. up ag-the judiciary, m
Principles of justice & source o
lated to maintain their dominati

Tater these laws, collected
a8 the basis of our modern code!
ing these codes, our inheritanco t‘rom “the priest and the

NUR

The first revolution, the: revolution of the communel. suc-
ceeded in abolishing only a portion’ of :thete lnws, {or the
charters of : the emmcipated commiunes were.for the : most
part only £ compromise between ‘seigneurial or episcopul
legislation and the new rel aﬂons created ‘within the frce Com-
mare. And yet what a diffe between those laws and our
e laws! The Com -did not permit its citizeris to be
imprisoned and guillot&ne for reasons of State; it confined
itself to expellmg whoever spired with the enemies of the
Commune and levelling his house to the: ground. For the
most of the so-called * crimes’and offences * it confined itself
to the ‘mposition of fines; the Communcs of the twelfth cen-
tury even recognized the: pririciple—so just, though forgotten
today—that the whole Commune is responsible for the mis-
deeds committed by each of its members.  The societies of
that day, considering crime as an accident: or as u misfortune
(it is so regarded even now by the Rusmn peasam), and not
admitting the principle of pe: sonal: vengeance” tanght by the
Bible, understood that the fault of ¢ach misdeed rested apon
the entire society. It neaded all of the By

§ reﬁned cruelty
of the despots of the Orient, introduce into the castowms of
the Gauls and Germans the death penalty and thie horrible
punishment inflicted later upon those considered. crimmals,
just as it needed the whole influence of the Roman civil code—
product of the rottenmess of inipcrial Rome-td introduce those
uotions of unlimited landed property which succeeded in over-
throwing the commaunal customs of the primitive peoples.

‘We know that the free Commiunes werc “unable to'maintain
themselves. ‘Torn'asunder by internal wars between the rich
and the poar, Letween the bourgevisie and tiie serfs, ;hey easily
became the prey of Toyaity. And in:proportion
acquired new strength, the right‘. ‘of legislation passed more
and more into the hands of a coteric_of courtiers.. An nppenl

- to the nation was made 0:\
by the king. ‘Parlinments, ¢
©at the good pleasure and [

h
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to Cn pital the exploimlm and monopoly of the wulch pro-
ducew.  Judiciary, police, army, public teschers, financiers,—

all scyve the same-god, Capital; all have but onc purpose, to

protuct anG facilitate the exploitation of the laborer by the
capitalist. Analyze all the laws passed during the last eighty
years,—you will find nothing else. The protection of persons,
which is usually put forward as the true miesion of the Law,
occupies an almost imperceptible place; for, in our present
society, attacks upon persons, inspired directly by hatred and
brutelity, tend to Jisapperr. If any one is killed today, it is
for the purpose of robbury and seldom from motives of per-
sonal vengeance. An< if this sort of crimes and offences con-
tinually dirainishes, it is certainly not to legislation that we

THE SUPPRESSED
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“LEAVES OF GRASS .
s Truth, crushed to earth, shall rt:e

A new edition, reprinted from the Olgoodn' lp
or emendation, of the book which Ralph Waldo Eme
life, hailed as ‘‘the most extraordinary gluu of wi
that America has yet contributed,” and which, af
suppressed as ¢ obscene ™ by the authorities of M

owe it: it is due t the humanitarian development of society,
to our more and more soclal habits, and not to the prescrip-
tions of our laws. Let thems repeal tomorrow all laws con-
cerning the protection of persons, let them cease tomorrow to
prosecute offenders against thy person, and the number of
assaults arising from personal vengeance or from brotality
will not increase by a single one.

It will be objected, perhaps, that in the last fifty years many-
liberal laws ‘havebeen passed. But analyze these iaws, and it
will be scen that all these liberal laws and the whole radical |-

programme may be sumined up in these words : abolition of
laws that have become troublesome to the bourgeoisic itself

.{and & retern to the liberties of the communes of the twelfth

century extended to all citizens.  The abolition of the death
penalty, jury trial in ail criminal cases (the Jury, more Yberal
than today, existed in the twelfth century), an eiective magis-
tracy, the vight to try omcmln, the abolition of standing armies,
the liberty of instmt.tion, &e.; all that is claimed as the inven-
tion of modern liberalism is simply a retarn to the liberties
which existed before the Church and the King had

beil
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forth their hand over all the manifestations of human life.
All these laws and this wiiole programmie find expression in a
single sentence: The penal and civil codes no longer have the
force of law.

The protection of exploitanon, directly by the Jaws concern-
ing property and i ly by the mai of the-State,~
such, then, is the and su of our d codes
and the purpose of aur costly machinery of legislatior.. Itls
time, however, to have -done with phrases and look at these
things az they cctually are. The Law, which originally pre-
sented itself as a collection of customs useful to the preserva-
tion of society, is'uo 'onger anything but an instrument for
the maintenance ‘'of the exploitation and domination of the
industrious masses by the idle rich. - Its civilizing mission has
gone; it now has but one mission, the maintenance of ex-
ploitation.

Such is the lesson that we learn from the history of the
develspment of the Law. Is it on this ground that we are
called upon to vespect it ? - Certainly not. No more than Cap-
ital—the product of brigandage-—has. it any right to our re-
spect. And - the first duty of the revolutionists of the- nine-
teenth century will be to make an aufy-da-fé of all existing
laws, as they will 6f property titles.

We shall sce the truth of this still mecre clearly after we
have shown the uselessness and mischief of the Luw by sub.
mitting the various kinds of Jaws to the analysis of Reagon.

The George Theory oi T axation.
Admitting the jastice of compulsory taxation (whxch Liberty
utterly denics), the following remarks upon ity submitted: by
Dr. E. F. Miller in a letter to the New York:* Star,” ars
amctly correct and highly fiaportant :

The doctrine in reference to taxation” announced by George,
whick-is, “ that all taxes should be placed upon the land; thas
it i wrong to tax labor or production,” or even ‘ to tax luxu-
ri¢s,” must be regarded a8 a grave error. If anything .in this
world should éscape taxation, it should be land; if anything in

this ‘world-'should be inxed, it is luxuries, and property, or|

Iabor prodnct "It seems o me that those ‘who announce the
doctrine that * all taxes shouid be lnid upon the land ” entirely
ignore the true ohjects of taxation. As we understand the sub-
ject, the object of taxation is to support the Government. The
objects: of Government are to protect. the lives and property |
mx(l promote. the best interests of the people Who, then,
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