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otherwise, of what is_just, fair, and he

all’ men, but as someone is afraid ol |

or may think, or criticise. ‘Is nothing fixed? Is nothing
settied ? “Is expedicncy the sole and -nﬁcunt uat of pub-{°
lic conduct? 8o it would sometimes seem. vile
_heavens never mmd strnighmr dun whm timph i
done. .

There! Have we oversmted the case P !s there
%6t hope ?
Yes, indeed.
'Tis & banner on the outer walls,
And now, the burden upon our edimnal neighbor,
upon ourselves, is to fight the: good fight for Jus—
tice's far-seeing, all-succoring supremacy.
~"Tis a good:and peace-bringing fight, sh.) ing none,
but causing all to live.
Frosh aptness and point are glven to Waldo Emer-
__sons lines by these new suggestions of Springtide in
the columns of our aferetime wintry neighbor:
Bpring still makes Bprh; ln the miad :
When sixty years are 1o

o wakes anew this
And wo are never old.
Over the winter ulm(en.
I'see the summer
And, through wudopfied mowdrm'
'K‘ho warm rmbudn below.

ﬂvrus»inﬁ hnn, & ,'1

willing to temper somewhat; for the time, our eriti-
cism of the fact that the trades unions theraselves are

lly largely imbued with the element of force
and authority. ‘Perhaps they could hardly be expected
to ba otherwise, when we remember that the new-
born labor organizations are plants growing out of
the old political order. But, imperfect as'they are,
they are the begmnings of a revoll-against the au-
thority of the politieal State. They promise the
coming substitution of industrial socialism for usurp-
ing legislaiive mobism. While we hailthe growth of
Iabor combinations as u potent sign of emancipation,
we iavite workingmen to study the methods of Lib-
erty, throw overboard the State, repudiate all politi-
cisns and their services, and go straight forward
about their business. Gne or two more lessons like
the Pittsburgh riots, if administered intelligently,
will begin v ot the legislative mebists seriously to
thinking.

Law and Authority.

[Trauslated from ** Le Révolté.”]
“When ignorance grevails in the bosom of society and dis-
order in the minds of the people, laws b

ing the law against what are generally kaown s ¢ It
the inovitable consequence of the law fself, =

Art chiimes in with zo-calied science. Fhe liero of the sculp-
tor, painter, and musicisi covers the Law with his bue
ané, eyes fashing and nostrils dilating, stands | ready to stribe "
with his sword whoever shall dare to touch jt. ‘Temples are
built to it and high priects appointed, whom the mmhﬁoxéﬁu -

themselves hesitate to touch; and, if the Revolution itsolf sues
ceeds in sweeping away some old institution, it is again by s
Law that it seeks to perpetuate its work.

This mass of rules of conduct, left us by slavery, servitude,
feudalism, and royaity, which is called Law, has taken the
place of the stone monsters betore which human vietims for-
merly were immolated and which the slave did not dare even .
to touch, through fcar of being killed by a thunderbolt from
heaven.

Especially since the advent of the Lowrgeoisie, since tac great
Freach Revolution,~has this religion succec:led in sstablish-
ing itself. Under the ¢ld réyum but little was hicard of the
laws, ide of the M and Voltai
as opposed to the royal uyrrloe the people were bound mubey
the good pirasure of the king and his valets, or suffer the pen-
alty of imprisonment or deuths. Bat during and since the rev.
olution the lawyers, having attained power, have done their
best to confirm this principle on which they depended to estal-
lish their reign. The bourgeoisic accepted it without opposi-
tion, as its anchor of safety, to stem the popular torrent. The

Men expect cverything from legislation, and, cach new law
proviug & new disappointment, they wre led to look to it un-
ceasingly for that which can come only from themaelves, from
their own education, from their own moral coadition.” 1t cer-

. | iainly is not a revolutionist who says this ; not sven a 1eformer.

“'in'the way of
well-being.
~pushed: amo
simon- p.ue A

trades unions; uot thac the animus of &
labor union u on a one. whit higher phne than that

. Land League has become a formidable rivul f the
British State, so the amalgamated trades auiomlmy
yet become a_power sufliciently strong to defy the

* Jegislaturey and overthrow them.

“The apitalists and their tools, the laghlamres, al-
ready begin to svent the impending dangers of
trades-ucion socialism, snd initiatory steps are on foot
in the legislatures of several states io construe labor
combinations as conspiracies against cammerce and
industry, and - suppress them by law.” They have ai-
ready boldly shown their handin New York and New

ersey; and. the sapitalistio orgaus are putting out
droitly disguiret feclevs in order to asceriuin how
American sentiniunz srould receive the iutroductiou
~of Russiau and Bismarckian methods ials the iited
States. P ] 5

Working
of legislatio
whereby the police are given disc uonary
_suppress labor meetings a

ide in case of the ant.icipawd killing of refractory

peaple should be on the alert for the kind

It is & jurist, Dalloz, the author of a compilation of French
laws, entitled “ Répertoire de la Législation.” And yct these

!lines, althongh written by & man who was himself a maker

and an adwmirer of laws, pﬂ‘fkctl picture the abnormal condi-
sion of society to-day.

In the existing States a new lnw is wncide.‘ed a remedy for
all evils. I d of changing th lves what is bad, the
peoph begin by calling for a llw to change it. Is the road he-
tween two villages impassable ? - Tke farmer says that a law of
highways is necessary. Has the viilage constsdle, taking ad-
vaniage of the stupidity of those who surrouid him with their
respect, insulted some one? * A law is needed,” cries the in-
sulted party, “ to bliek dard of p for vmage

a
constables.”  Are commerce and agricuiture at a standstiil ?
“We must have a protective faw,” argue the husbandman,
tha caitle-raiser, the grain speculator: down to the dealer in
old ‘rags, there is not onc who docs not demand a !aw to pro-
tect Lis petty trafic. Does the employer lower wages or add
to the ‘Bours of Jabor? * There must be a law to reg

priesthood b 1 to sanctify it, to save its bark tossing in
tln waves of the torrent. And finally the people accepted it
as o step in advance of arbitrary rule and the violence of the
past. .
To understand the eighteenth century one must carry him-
self back to it in lmagination. His heart must have bled
the recital of the atrocities committed during that period by
all-powerful nobles apon the men and women of the people :
order to understand what magic influence these words,  equal-
ity before the law, obedience to the law, without distinction
birth or fortune,” must have exeréised a century ago over the
mind of the peasant. He who np to that time had been -
treated more cruelly than an auimal, he who had never en-
joyed any right at ail and could never obtain justice against
the noble for %fs most revolting acts except he took: revenge
by killing him sad getting himiself hanged,—he saw himself
recognized by this maxim, at least in theory and so far as his
pursonal rights were concernéd, as the equal of “his lord.
Whatever the law might be, it promised to reach equally lord
and p and proclaimed the equality, in the eyes of the
jndge, of the poor and tho rich. This promise was a false-
hood, as we new know; but then it wus a step forward, an
homage rendered o justice in the same scnse that * hypocrisy
is an homage rendecied to truth. » ‘That is why, when' the

that,” shout those anxious to bs legislators, instend cf telling
tha operatives that there is another and more effective method

(! of the thr 1 bourgeoisie, the Robespierres and
the D: basing tk upon the writings of the phi-

of *regulating’ that,”—namely, to take back from the em-
ployer that which ke has stolen from generations of workers.
In short, evsrywhere & luw! A law of roads, a law of fush-
fons, 6 law of mad dogs, a Jaw of virtue, a law to oppose &
barrier to o'l the vices, all tii¢ cvils that result only from hu-
man indolence and cowardice.

‘We are all 50 p«m&-d by an education which from infancy
stitles ‘within' us the spirit of rebellion and develops that of
submission to authority, we are so perverted by this existence
under the ferule of the YLaw which regulates ali things,—our
birth, our edmmm, car developrent, our love, our friend-
ships,—that, if it continues, we shall lose all power of initia-
tive, all habitof thinking for ourselves. Our society seems un-
able to nnderstand that it can exist otherwise than under the
control of the law, elab d by a rep e government
and administered by & bandful of governors; and even when
it succeeds in emancipating itself from this yoke, its first care
is to immediatcly vestore it. *The year 1 of Liberty ” has
never lusted more than a day, for, after its proclamation, ilie
yoke of the Law, of authority, is resumed on the very next day.

In fact, for thousands of years our governors have been re-
peating with various intoniations: Respeet for the law, obedi-
ence to authority ! - Father and mother bring up their children
in this sentiment. The school confirms thein; it proves its
necessity by incalcating in children scraps of felse science
cuaningly assorted ; of obedience to tlie law it makes a reli-

= | gion; it marries the god'and the law of the masters in one and

the same divinity.  The Lero of history whom it has manufac-

tared is he who obeys the lnv, who protects it against rebels.
Lawr; whes the child ento ublic life, society nnd Titera-

ture, striking each day, cach i

wearing vy the stone, contit

dice in hhn.

:| even the phya.

by introducing. into the

losopliers of the bowry the R and the Voltaires,
proclaimed ¢ respect for the law, equal for ail,” the people,
whose revolutionary ardor had aiready cooled in the faceof
an enery more and more solidly organized, accepted the com-
promise. ‘They bent the neck under the yoke of the Law to
save themselves from the tyranny of the lord.

Since then the bourgeoisie has not ceased 10 cultivate this
maxim, whici, with b i tative govern-
ment, embodies the pmlmphy of thc cemery of the bourgeoisie,
the nineteenth century. It has p hed it in the schools, it
has propagated it in its writings, it has created its science and
its arts with this as its objective, it has thrust it everywhere,
after the manner of the English devotee who slips under your
door his religious tracts. And so well has it done its work
that to-day we are confronted by this abominable fact . at the
very hour of the re-swakening of the spirit of discontent, the
people, desiring to be free, beg!n by asking their masters to be
so kind as to protect them by modify‘ns the laws made by
these same masters.

But uevertheless tisnes and mnds aave chnmd during the
last hundred years. Everywhere rebels are to be found who
will no longer obey the law with fiing into its origin,
its utility, the source of the;ebli‘ ‘to obey it and the re-
spect with which itis surrounded.  The uwmcmng revolution
is a * Revolution,” and not a simpl urreetiou, for . the very
reason that the rebels of to-day to thelr eriticism all the
foundations of gociety mmeno venerated, and, first o zm, thic
fetich, the Law. =

They analyzeits origin, nnd find it cither in & god—l pro-
duct of savage f2ars, as _stupld, narrow, and wicked as the
priests who talk of his sapernatural origm—or iu blot
‘quest. by fire and sword. . They study its « :
au its distinctive trait unchangeabilit; )

i deval pment of h




they know nothing :
condition of cities

slightest
gienc; to-morrow regulating militery srmaments without mn[

understanding a masket; making laws of instruction oda-
cation while unablé to” give any inetruction w
honest education to their children ; legislating

prison and the galleys to be inflicted upon men
times leu immoral umn they ﬁwmxulnl. these

every bumau sentiment, the. pouw...sn traitied $ the daties o
a bloodhound, the arme
pation regarded as-
system: ail the
favored and culitv;

Wo Jee theve th
i g the old
“'Contempt for the lav
phrase, * Obedien
against all laws!?  Only lot the wmisdeeds: committed in the
name of each law e compased with the benefits which each
law has conferred, let the good end the evil be wdghed and iz
will be seen whotlm wa are right. :

- Against Woman Suffrage.

The following asticle, written'bv Lysander Spooner, origi-
nally appearcd February 24,1877, in the now defunct ¢* New
Age,” J. M. L. Babeock’s Journal, but cannot be revived and
reprinted too often until the craze of the women. to join in
hnman oppression shall have boen‘lu‘med into a determination

bolish human oppression :

Women are human beinga, and e(m«qnemly have all the
" nataral rights that any humian beings <ai have. ~They have
just as good a right to make laws as men have, and no better;

AND THAT 18 JUST NO RIONT AT ALL. -No human being, not
any number of human: beings, bave any. right ‘to make laws,
and compel othér human beings'to obey them.” To say that
they have is to say that they are the mastors and owms

those of whom they require such obedience.

The only Isw thatany human heing can rightfully be WM
to obey is simply the law of justice.  And justice is rot a thing
that is made, or that can be unimade, cr altered, by any humii
authority. 1t is a natwral principle; inhering in the very
nature of man and of thirgs. It is that natural mﬂcipk!
which determines what is mine and what is thine, what
man's right or property and what is ancther-man’s right
property. It is, so to'speak; the line that Nature has drawn
between one man's rights of person and property and anouwr
man's rights of person and property.

But foi this line, which Nature has drawn, scparating the
rights of one man from the rights of any and all otker men,
human being coull “he said to have any rights whatever.
F.very huinan being would be at the mercy of any and all
other human belugs who were stronger than he. ‘

“ This natural principle, whick we will eall justice, and wirich
agvigns to each and every human being his or her rights, and
scparates them fromw the rights of each and every other human
boing, is, 1 repeat, not & thing that man has made, but iy &
matter of to be ‘learned, like miathes or chemis-
iry or geology. And all the Jaws, so called, ‘that men have
ever made, cither to create, deiine, or control the rights of indi-
viduals, were intrinsically - just as absurd and ridicujons as
would le laws to crente. deﬂne. or eomml mﬂamﬁm or
chemistry, or geology :

Subsunhally all

to

Some man, or"somc body o
usurped the power, of ma
to ohey ; thas sctting np
place of that }
no man or body
power whatever
There are & la
they desire to appm

nmtohn. Ammmwnmmnm,
these other men to' conform to their will, or,uuwymld

mnwndmd bedy have, by mu,ri;humot are utterly
separate and distinct from the rights of any and all other men;
that these individual rights are really the only Auman rights
there are in the world ; *hat éach man’s rights arc simply the

Jeague

Tight to control his awa soul, and body, and property, acoord-

ing own will, pleasure, and discretion, 0 long as he does
mkm&vwhmeoqmﬁgbtﬁnyahcmnmmm
exercise and control of his own soal, hody, and property.

: | They scem to have no conception of thie truth that, 8o long as

he icts all other men's souls, bodies, and nroperties ‘alone, he

2 | is under no cbligation whatever (6 bolieve in such wisdom,

or virtue, or religion as they o, or as they think best for
him.

This hody of solf-conceited, wise, virtuous, and. nlighll
peaple, not being sufficiontly powerful. of themselves to-make.
lasws and enfor - them upun the rest of mankind, combine with
the rapacious aud ambiticus classes before mentioved to earry
out suck parposes as they can all agree upon.  And the farco,
and jargon, ind batel they all make of what they call govern-
ment would be sup ly ludi and ridicul if it were
not the cause of nearly all the poverty, ignorance,: vice, crime,
and misery there are in the world.

Of this datter class—that is, thé self-conceited wise, virtuous,
and religious clasa—are those woman suffrage persons who are
s0 that hould participate in all the falschood,
absardity, usarpation, and crime of making laws, and enforc-
ing them upon other It s what an
amount of wisdom, viuue and knowlcdge they propose to
initict upon, or frrce into, the rest of mankind, if they can but
be permitted to participate with the men in making iarwcs.
Aceording to their own promises and predictions, there will
not be & single natural human being left upon the globe, if the
women can bntga hold of us, and add their power to that of
the men in mkhg such laws us nobody has any right to make,
and such as nobody will be under the least obligation to obey.
According to their programme, we are all to be put intc their
legislative mill, ‘and be run tlwon‘b, ground up, worked over,
and meade into some shape in which we shall scarely be recog-
nized as human beings. Assuming to be gods, they propese
to meke us over into their own images. But there are so
many difficrent images among them, that we can have, at most,
but one feature after onc madel, and’ another after another.
‘What the whole conglcmerate human animal will be llke, it is
impossible to conjecture.

tahi

lunlloonu@ence.mtnotm«ﬁnuuvenmbmmnmly ‘

unbearablé ills inflicted upon us by the laws al.caly made,—
At any rate is it not better for us 30 be (if we can but be per-
mitted to be) sach simple human beings as Naiurs made ne,—

han suffer otrselves to be made over into such grotesque and

horrible shapes as a hew set of lawmakers would ‘makes us
into, if we suffer thes to try their powers upon us?

The excuse whick the women offor for all the hvu,whlch
they propose to inflict upon us is that they th lves are
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oppressed by the laws that now exist. Ofeoumthcym
oppressed ; and so are all ept the opp ‘them-
selves—oppressed by the laws that are made. As a gcnenl
rulo, oppression was the only motive for which laws were ever
made. 1f men wanted justice, and only justice, no laws
#aulC ever need to be made ; since justice itself is not a.tMn‘
| tbat can be made. If men or woinen, or men and women, wan
jastiee,mdonly‘ justice, their true course is not Lo make. any
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more laws, but io abolish the laws—all the lawe—that have c

i | alreody been made. hen they shall hiave abolished all the

1aws that have already been made, let them give themselves to
the study and observance; and, if need be, the enforcement, ot
that one universal law—the law of Nature—which ie

same at Rome and Athens "~—in China and in England—and
whick man did not make. Women and men alike will then
have their nglm, all their rights; all the rightc tlat Nature |
gave them. - But until then, nci*her men nor wonien will hava’

anythirg that they can call their nghu. They ‘will at moni : ‘B E

bave only’ mch libemu or privileges as the laws thnt are
e fi i




