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* For aloays wn thine eyes, O Liberty!
Shines that hiyh light whereby the world is saved ;
And b‘mlyh thou slay un, 10e il trust in thee. "
1 JouN HaY.

On Picket: Duty. :
George Chainey's * Infidel: Pulpit” now comes to
- us under the tltle. “«This World." It presents a very
appearance, and we are giad to-hear that
it'is achieving an ;b ndant’ success.
presents the first con-
'husetts in. the mmovml

8 J z his’ nexghbms,
and enjoys the ‘reputation of being urn houest wman,
- He may mean well- now, but- by this_action he will
uonsm\xte himself the champlon of the most gigantic

him right out of his bpots
“In\anothe‘rgodiumn of thi

: { point. as it shiouid be.
Bnt Row far one ‘who accepts the task of conducting
justifisd in flying in

"Muinz, too, where' Llebkne(‘"c withdrew- inhis -favor,
.| where therely a constitzency already won . for the Social

", urder to Toake

:| A £.w days ago, in a public'debate in the Reichstag, H

Our European Letter.
[From Liberty’s 8pecial Correspondent.]

Lonpox, January 1, 1882.—Whenever, in the trying mid-
night hours, doubt seizee me and. I despair of ever seeing the
victorious realization of the idcas for which we bave abaa-
dened everyshing,—home, family, fortune, social peaition,—
then I look over to Russia, wher: the spectacle afforded ie
suificient to at once disperse the nightmares of the most pessi-
mistic. If ever history shall be written by other thaii minds
coirupted by the influence of their eocial surroundings, the

three hundred of Th
of Xenophon wiil be looked upon as oxamples of courage,
seif-sacrifice, and sublimity 8 hundred-fold less imposing ihan
those afforded by the men and women who brave :death and
~what is more—s living sepulchre in the icy ‘steppes of
Biberip, not for themaelves, not for their own aggrandizement,
bus for others unknown vo them, for the wretched masses
whomn: they love and refuse to expioit after the manner of the
bourgeoisie. One hundred and twenty thousand have been
sent to Siberia duxing the last three years!  Thirty-seven have
beer hanged! And yet each day contributes to our renks
dcablo the aumber thus taken from us.

Yon probably ¥ave heard the rumor that Ignatieff’s posi-
tion has beer. much shaken on account of the various signs of
life receutly exhibited by our party. -Put it down &s a fabri-
cation. Ignatieff stands firmer than ever, for he is the only man
who is willing to continue the policy of adherence to governing
on purely Asiatic principles, which the czar regards as the only
cure for the growing spirit of dissatisfaction and rebellion.

" Bven the "ast remnsnts of the appearance of Justice have
now been abolished. All trials Lereafter are to be held in
stiictest secrecy, newspapers are forbldden even to mention the
fact of a tria{ or the names of the accused, and execu’ions are
to be lished in the p of no wi All news-

papers except the organs of the government are sappressed,
and the icy zilence of death reigns ghout the vast d
#ng of Alexander ITL.

Tchernichevsky’s place of exls has now been changed for
the fourth time. You will remember that, at the international
Literary Congress at Vienna it was »aoved to petition the czar
for the release of the unfortunate romaucier. The' caar ac-
ceded to the demand officially, but gave orders the same day
for the removal of the ezile to the wimost extreme of northern
Siberia, facing the ever-frozen sea, where he has heen given
into the custody of some savage Exquimaux, even Russiar.
cossacks being anable lo endure the climate. He h 1f,

yle and the ten thousand .

Appeal of the Nihilists.
CITIZENS, -

‘We havae been engaged for several years in .t2 murderous
struggle going on in Russiz between the goverument on one
side-and on the otuer the men of spirit who have sworn an
oath to deliver their country fron the despetism which is
crushing if.

From day to day the struggle ukes on greater proporions
rind the her of victims q Tlie scaf-
fold, the galleys, banishment, and exile by administrative
measures seek their prey in all classes of Russian ‘society.
The beneficiaries of fortune, as well as the -working seople and
the peasantry, fall under the blows of governmenial persecu-
tion, and among the latter how many laborers who were. the
sole support of thelr famiilios! Shall these victims of the
streggle for liberty be viewed with less interest than the
widows and orphans ieft by wars instituted by States? - Are
the miseries and misfortunes engendered by this m'uggle less
entitled to our sympathies ? For a Jong time the groups tried
to relieve these ever-increasing sufferings; Lut, few in ‘number
and deficient in organization, the were ‘unable to
perform this duty in & manner at all sntisflc'ory

There has now been established ‘in Russia a Society of the
Red Cross of the Will of the People, concentrating in itself
the activity of all the groups of this class which preceded ic.
Its name explains the special ohject of ite work. Just ag, on
the battle-field, the nurses and doctors of the Red Cross of
Geneva pick up the fallen and dress their wounds, so on' this
blood-stained land of Russia the new Society proposes to care
for-those wounded in the. w:.rfare novr being weged inRomig..
in the name of the Wili of the People, and to rush to the aid,
withont di of party or profession of faith, of those
who bave suffered in the struggle for liberty of speech; thought,
and buman developaent.

It anpeals to the sympathies of foreigners as well s to those
of the Rusaians themselves, and counts on the support of ‘all
who take to heart the sufferings engendcred by the struggles
of liberty, in whatever country tkey present themselves, and
who are ready to extend & helping Liaud to the self-sacrificing,
whatever their nationality. To tiiis end the centrai coramittee
of the Society has appointed two persons to organize a foreign
section and receive the sums contributed to the work. These
delegates are citizeness Vera Sassulitch and citizen Pierre
Lavroff. In conformity to the end which the Societyhu in .
view these delegates propose:

1, To make -iirect appeai for subscriptions by circniatin‘

20 et

even when fiee, is completely dead for our purposes, as only
his body survives.

In Germany social politics, since the Pyrrhus-victory of the
elections, has experienced a listle Jull, though you may pre-

‘pam to bear news shortly shuwing it to have been but the lull

before the storm. The popular vote cast by the socialists in
Germany was tw~ nundred thousand less than at the election
of 1878. *1 v not follew the cusiom of all parties by counting
allthe votes not cast ds ours. I ahould be glad to know $hat
even five per cent. ¢ them were due to the policy of deliber-
.ate abstention. Bebel was defented for the fourth time, in
nd {

Demontats has been oot again. Tt ie said: that Bruno Gelser,
1izuknecht's son-ii-law, will resign his seat for'Chemnitz in
om for Bebel.

It §8 & wataral law " that, once staried down an ineli

bored lists, stamped and signed by the delegates, on
whick. skall be registered the sums given by the donors.. The
latter are req d to deposit their contr only in the
hands of the delegates or of the p pplied by them
with the aforesai¢ subscriptivn lists, or at the offices of guch
journals as shall open a subscription in bebalf of the Society.
2. To solicit the codperation of journals friendly to our,
cause by inviting them to likewiss open subscriptions for the
‘benefis of the Society and to transmit to the dclegates the sums
thus collected: ‘
8. To call, from iime to time, in the principal centres
where the Society exercises its wﬁvity, meeti \

plane, *he rapidity of ‘the fall'increases in a geom.trical ratio.
asan-
clr.ver, a Social - Democrat, revealed ‘the fact' that -Hohn, &

< ! member - of ‘the revolutionary -party, was a delegnte:to the
| Loridon congress. . Hohn is a married man with five ckildren

-of this i

wuhout prejudice to the Soclety s action.
4. Top in the PAP e

received and the manner of their employmen
5. To name, in case of necessi

thera ‘is no delegate. persoag ‘of

;carry in those connmes awegh

then “‘ves

devotion to the_cause-of Lbverty. 'i‘he )

‘I'our frieuds in Xussia deserve ths profom
‘men- of heart,

Cotne to their
‘solidarity without wh!ch tlle

c ;trimnph.

*necember 27, 1881,




now hold. All this honor and pnnétde him, ¢
emolument, unsolicited by me,  eould.
s the result of my endeavor to

invoke the Muse~wit
may judge: )

BENJ. R. TU

Office
Post Office Address

* A fres man is ne 10ho 2
Saculties : ko i neith:
driven by nypum
PRoOULHON.

tion of Pestmas
haveu always
“nevor ‘suppose
“not_only to pabli
but to boast of it and
ple to' the risitg gen

been ‘delivered in’ the wilds o

States Senator Abner Diiworihy that w
¢ o

e

<o guod,~In short, the rumg!
| my good . act in taking ] e

that convention. No one
hisve foretold this result, but it

-"| only serves to confirm what I

have told you, taat every good
deed is sure to recelve.ite;re.

| ward, sooner or later.

- elected - him s Representative to

:@chovl became that. man. .- That

~“thot he_is, Fie owes to the Bun-

ykld, but he would think -
some preclous lesson ho learned
in his Sunday School s long
time ago, and that would save
him. By snd by he was clected
to the leglalature. Then hedid
everything he could for Sunday
Bchools. He got laws ‘passed
for them ; he got Bunday Bchools
established wherever he could.
“ And. by and by ihe people
msde him governor—-nd he
said it was all owing to ﬂn Ban.

\ while ‘the ‘people

the , Congrees . of . the United
!um and he grow. very fa.

wine, to dance; to go o ieatres ;
they even tried to bny his vote;
‘bak:no, the memory of his Bun.
day. 8chool saved him: from lll
harm; he: remambend h
of the bad Hittle bo,y‘ ho |

n? It w
of the Uhtted States. 'That poor
little Yoy thatloved his Bunday

‘man “#ands. befors you! ‘Al

28, love: your Bunduy Bo.nol,
be plous, be obedfer

be diligeat, and’

anceeed in'lifs and

ail xen. "Ahove ali’ an., ¥

[ Chorus of Admiring. Mariners.]
‘He staersi so close to the wind, d’ye see,
Thus he's now postmaster of & blg clt-twe,

Bo I cultivated a nlntly Mr, :
« Arose in meeting” and *Jed in prayer,”

«And the.blood of ‘the Lamb I utilized,

For it kepi me pmty ‘well ddvertised.
Tt was not strazig loon found my wey

MOEAL,
’l‘heru’. nothing so helps to win success
Ao a standard repnmtion for godliness ;"
For chesk and cant together, you'lt find, . -
Have & very.strong hold ou the p\ﬂ)ﬂﬂ
Ard it may pounm,

cal rogues, this, were' he 8
from the cowardice and 1 n;umﬁabxhty of

professed by the edxtona] and. clerical hypoeri
have shed so many tears over the

. ,plagmmm that we%‘ecld
. side- by side:’ for cur rea

debt of gutltude for a 5
| sometime be better able to apprecmte Thas
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Of that part of Gaiteau's levelling caveer which
covers the cowardly taking of the life of a fellow-
man we share the common impulse ot detestation,
though 5ot forgetting that the State which assumes
the right 0 take Ais lifo is no less a murderer than
he,—yca, more so.—singe the State cannot put for-
ward the plea of insanity., But Guiteau’s career as
a leveller of professional frauds end a cheapener of
their nssumptions is simply splendid. He has proved
a formidable * bear* in the expert market, and a few
more such trinls as his would send down professional
stocks, fees, and salaries with a bound A court of
law is very much like its sister machine, the church.
During service the accused party on trial, who by
right ought to have most to say, is debarred in favor
of the fee-takers., Happily, Guitean has been a mem-
orable exception, and. he has. taken magnificent
advantage of his opportunities for usefulness, In
this regsrd we think that ne small portion- of the
American public would be willing to tender him
a vote of thanks,

In Memoriam.

Liborty has lost an apostle,—one of her most tried
and true defenders, one of her most courageous sol-
diers, one of her most .ardent advocates, one of hor
most devoted martyrs, Early in the evening of Wed-

nesday, Jenuary 11, 1882, after a ten days’ prostration:

by a paralytic stroke, in Boston, the city which she
loved above all othars, Laura Kendrick breathed her
last., Hers was a life, hers is ‘a character, fit to be
treated by the combined genius of the foremost of
- biographers nnd the foremost of novelists, In ap-
. proaching them Liberty's pen seems almost powei-
less. But it would be base ingratitude in a journal
airning to represent s cause which owes so much to
ier, if to her memory it should fail to pay the heart-
felt tribute of & fnrewel! word, however feebly
spoken. Briefly, then, what was this life that is
gone ? what is this character that remains ?

Laurn Kendrick was born in Faris of English
parenis forty-nine years ago.: Her father occupied a
high position in the British navy; her mother be-
longed to the British nobility.. She lived in Paris
until the age of wight, reared amid all the advantages
of wealth, comfori, culture, and vefinement, and
speaking only the French language. These eight
years, similar in very few respecta to any porticn of
her after-lifc, left a marked impress upon it. At

to suy; they were, at any rate, sufficlent to convince
her of the renlity of a fture life and the possibility of
communication with those who - have entered it
Whatever may be thought of the theory and phe-
nomena of spiritualisra,—and, considered in them-
solves, we cortainly hold them in very small es-
teem,—evory one who knew Laura Kendrick must
admit the absolutely unquestionable sincerity of her
aseeptance thereof. Like all earnest recipients of a
new gospel, she burned with zeal to spread it. The
opportunity was not only brought, but forced upon
her by a sad experience. Financial difficulties drove
her hushand to suicide, and she took the field as a
lecturer. Here her public life began. And as we
have already outlined that portion of her private life
which was principally instrumental in the formation
of her character, we shall refor but casually to the
rest of it, since it does not concern the world. She
rose rapidly into tia highest rank of epiritnalist lec-
turers, developing & power of oratory capable, under
pressure of appropriate civcumstance, of piercing to
depths of human feeling such ag we have never heard
sounded by the lips of any other woman. Increasing
experience in the advocacy of epiritualism gradually
te...ght her that, if it was to be of real value, it must
become a religion of this world as well as of the next,
and fron: the time that she first fully realized this she
izave her principal attention to the enuse of the suffor-
ing and downtrodden. No appeal from violated Lib-
erty ever addressed itself tc her in vain. Her re-
sponses thereto have been heard by hundreds of
thousands from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast, and
the radical seed that she has sown has borne abund-
ant fruit. Shortly after the war she went to Cali-
fornia, where she started Sunday evening lectures in
Maguire’s Opera House at San Francisco, which at
once kecame exceedingly popular. Their novelty
contributed not a little to their success, no female
orator at that time having been heard in that part of
the country. ‘Through these lectures she exerted no
small influence on public sentiment, and they became
one of the institutions of the city. She eloquently
pleaded the cause of oppressed womanhood, of the
fleeced lahorer, of the maltreated criminal. The San
Franciseo * Chronicle” pronounced her *the ac-
knowledged leading champion of radicalism on the
Pacific coast.” Those were thn days of her highest
prosperity. Money flowed freely futo her treasury,
and was as freely disbursed among the poor and the
persecuted. She took no thought for the morrow,

their close her family took up their residence in
Canada, bringing her across the ocean wita them.
Here she iirst acquired the English tongue and be-
came assimilated to the English race.. She was a
strange, dreamy, imaginative, reverent: child,-—sub-
missive, yet wayward; a-family phenomenon, waon-
dered at by all, but dearly loved.  Coupled with her
waywardness, which was born, not of pewei'sit.y, but
of conviction, her nature, though prone to fun and
gaiety, had in it a macked element of serious roman-
ticism. At the age of fourteen circumstances which
cannot be related hers called upon’ her for a decision
which this combination of characteristics controlled,
" and the result was a separation from her reiatives,
- which pride made permancnt. Thrown on’ her own
resources, she soon found her wuy to the United
States, where, at first earning -her living by her
"~ needle, she later became the w ‘McAl:

the dogmas o
- tendency rath

little dreaming that her devotion to truth would one
day lose her the bulk of her supporters. Such a fate,
however, was close at hand for her. In 1872 the
famous free-Jove agitation was attracting the atten-
tion of the country. Mrs Woodhull, its 1eader, had
become the heroine of the New York wing of the
womsn suffragists, and had been chosen presideixt of
the spiritunlists’ national body. Her praises were
being sounded far and wide by promirent radicals.
In the fail of that year she launched the Beecher
scandal, ind her pseudo-friends vanished like smoke.
It was a wvere lest, and ounly a few stood it. Of
theso, one was Laura Kendrick, who hed returned to
the East a.short time before. Heedless of conse-
quences, she jumped into the breach, espoused Mrs.
Woodhull and her cause believing in both, visited
her in prison, carried her food, and, wherever she
went, lifted her eloquont voice in behalf .of the
woman against whom nearly all religions, social, and
political forces had united. Then began the fatal
period of adversity which drove her to the grave:
From that day her fortunes waned. The spivitualisty,
regardless of their Jdebt to her, were the first to
abandon her. Finally—unkindest cut of all-——Mrs,
Woodhull herself, whose duplicity she Lad lesst eox-
pectad and deserved, muirned and attacked her. But

y | she struggled on valiantly, hopefully, never abating

one jot or tittle of the truth. In 1874 she returned to

wards captured and debused. The cry went up that
“the Chinese must go” The persecuted became
persecutors  She, ever fuithful, championed the
Chinese. 'T'his was not plensing to the agitators, but
she maintained her ground and struggled on, In
1878 she cume back to the East,—to her beloved Bos-
ton. The anti-Comstock agitation was at its height.
She arrived just us Mr. E. H. Heywond was about tu
be tried for mailing “ Cupid’s Yokes.” At c¢ncé she
became a leader in the struggie It seemed a8 if she
was fated, during her luter years, to run straight
into the teeth of every social storm and bear the
brunt, of it. Mr. Heywood was sentenced and im-
prisoned. She went to Washington, and by her infi-
uite tact and persunsive tongue procured his pardon
from the president. Her reward for this Jeed of no-
bility and mercy was chiefly contumely and ostra-
cism. And still she struggled on, But her sensitive
nature was beginning to succumb under the heavy
load of poverty, persecution, and slander Disease
began its ravages. She grew weaker and weaker.
But never, to the very end, did she fail to answer any
call if it was possible to maintain her feet. In 1880
she suffered an apoplectic attack and in 1881 a para-
lytic stroke, the latter being repeated but a fow days -
ago with fatal effect. She lingered for ten daysin
an unconscious state, and then sank peacefully into".
her eternal sleep.

The central, predominant, towering characteristic
of this brave woman's nature was her life-long fidel-
ity to sincere conviction. At whatever cost she stood
for the truth as she saw it. The power did not exist
that could make her retreat one inch, Her slender
body was ruled by an indomitable will that worked
for righteousness, Next in importance came her
singular purity. In thought and act her life was
utterly clean. Many have been the attempts to stuin
her reputaticn, but her character remains as spotless
as the freshly-fallen snow. She combined the refine-
ment of aristocracy with the spirit of democracy.
Given to violent likes and dislikes, she was toierant
of all, bore no malice, and was incapable of treasur-
ing up ill-will. An almost unerrisg judge of human
nature, she was always careful to revise her first
Jjudgment, if ry, by subsequent experience.
Her endurance was phenomenal. While able to im-
prove prosperity to its utmost, she counld bear up
under adversity with a resistance seemingly out of
all proportion to her strengta. Her philanthropy
was of the broadest, truest sort, taking in and aiding
all who suffered before stopping to ask why they suf-
fered. She had a quick temper, but a genial, sunny
temperament. Hers was a tropical nature physically
and morally, ill-adapted to east winds of any sort.
This, combined with her perfect manners, easy bear-
ing, entire self-possession, unobtrusive modesty, and
delightful conversation, made her a charming com-
panion socially. She had her faults, of course, but
they were petty ones, not worth considering now.

She has gone, wo said above, to her eternal sleep,
But her work lives after her, immortal in its benefi-
cent influence, certain to go on forever. Many
friends of Liberty owe their first radical impulse to
the stimulation of her elog and example. She
lives also in the grateful aud loving memory of
thousands who knew her privately, and in the hearts -
of her mourning husband and children and not a few
grief-stricken friends. Orne of the latter, who dined’
with her just before her last sickness, writes to us:
«] felt that day, when she left the iable, she was
going to her grave. Poor, aspiring souls that we all
are, flickering and disappearing! A very noble
womau, of whom the world was not worthy !

Withelm’s Bouncing Boy.
The Emperor Withelm of Germany, better known

among his subjects us * der alte Hengst,” has ccneluded

brought her face Sar Francisco, where the labor agitation was just
coming to the frout. She plunged into it, body and
soul. Another ruinous, glorious step.  More friends
e, | foll off.  The Pittsburg riots broka cut; and she, with

d | others, initinted the famous *sand-lot” meetings,

which the foul-mouthed demagogue, Kearney,

at the ripe age of eighty-five that the modern-dri
constitutional liberty s all wrong, and will soon |
his royal son to:the regeucy with the notic
Charles I. and Louis XIV. in his hands wherewi
guide and rule young Germany.

If we mistake not, this bouncing boy will ha
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big job on his hands before the socialists get throu gh
with Lim, Already they have captured -half the
army, and, while Bismarck is at his wits’ end to con-
ciliate the laboring masses, the mercantile and edu-
cated classes feel insulted at his protective sch

a cambric needle, the swelling bubble of this Free
Religious positivism to which the finger of the * In-
dex™ so often and so lovingly points. And the simple
defence would be that the aforesaid globular appari-
tion is inflated with somewhat on which hungry

and absolutist tendencies. As if to maliciovsly over-
flow the cup of bitterness, Wilhelm now publishes
his “ rescript,” affirming the maxims of the old mon-
archists of the Middle Ages.

Well may the blind and infatuated royal cranks
tremble at the approach of the day when thess newly
educated eoldior-socialists shall refuse to shoot their
follow proletaires in the streets. In cne hand the
soldier holds the bayonet, on which is poised the last
argument of kings; in the other,the socialistic mani-
festo disguised under cover of a patent medicine
advertisement for the sure cure of the ‘* king’s evil.”
The bayonet will yet succumb to the xing's evil, and
then where will be Wilhelm's bouncing boy with the
maxims of the Stuarts pasted upon the throne?

The German emperor, in.putting himself on the
same plane with the czar, similarly endangers his
life. He may possibly succeed in making his ministers
and officers alone responsible to him, but every royal
imitator of the czar will find himself seriously liable,
when it is too late, to be responsible to the first brave
man who can reach him with a bomb of dynamite.
Wilhelm’s bouncing boy had better bethink himself
of these things before the old man dies.

The “ Affirmations” of Free Religion.

Listening from time to time to the orators of Free
Religion and reading occasionally the Free Religious
journals,—or journal, perhaps we should  say,—one
discovers a certain assumption, put forward: with a
somewhat orthodox disregard of that much-vaunted
Christian grace known as *humiliy,” to the effect
that the true Frec Religious liberal is not a merely
negative creature, full of all manner of denial, but a
person of truly positive and affirmative character-
istics; in brief, that the small- number of Free Reli-
gionists ave easily distinguished from the vast herd
of so-called liberals who have broken out of the old
Evangelical enclosure by this simple sign : the former
are brilders; they no longer pass their unquiet
hours in tearing down the tottering faith of the
fathers; on the contrary, they consecrate their intel-
lectual and religious energies all to the service of a
new free reiigious civilization, of which the chief
corner-stone is none other than that same spotless
morality their Christinn brethren have so loug de-
nounced as of no more worth than so many “ filthy
rags: " the latter,—the Tom, Dick, and Harry class,—
which comes: forth.pell-mell, heaven knows how or
when, from the four winds,—are simply and only
destroyers ; they lay waste, or would if they could,
all that the ages, with infinite toil and: sacrifice, have
constructed, leaving but barren earth and howling
wilderness to tell of their mighty-deeds; they have
no outlook into the future, showing thom the fair and
grand creations of a stately and imposing civiliza-
tion; they are only intent on tearing down, tearing
down, tearing down ; they seem to say, “ Tlns is our
:mission, and after us the devil.”
The wcrds areours, but -ihe spirit that lnsplres
them, as we said, is borrowed from the Free Religious
feachers. It is the Free Religious estimate of lib-
ersl valuea. Our: e‘stéeméd ““com;e‘mpo‘mry, the

its dots of dxﬁ'erentm',ng color. Tt classifies and re-
ng up its new slate according to

1y weights, or ‘he uvoirdu-
ntellectual - culture.  And, of
f r that kmhemed Christian

its conception of
pois of spiritual

human nature positively can not feed and long sur-
vive.

True, we are not greatly alarmed in view of any
ripid spread of this rninbow-hued heresy, and doubt
not it will collapse in dua season of its own vacuous
aceord ; but there are, as we know, a goodly number
of most excellent and noble-minded people who have
been led astray by the fascinations of its polished
speech and the subdued glumour of its sestheticism,
as well as by the claim to superior position amid the
up-buildisg forces of this our so needy and patiently-
waiting world.

Therefore we speak. For their sakes,—if haply
our words may reach ears that hear,—we gently bid
them turn their eyes and behold the delusion.

What, then. we ask, is thore to support the Free
Religious claim to a positive or afirmative attitude?
To waste no words, we bluntly put our questions.
Free Religion no longer gives its time to denying,
let us say: (1) the existence of the orthodox deity;
(2) the atonement, or mission of Christ; (3) the
future life of rewards and punishments; (4) the
reality of one incarnate devil, who stole into Para-
dise and destroyed the bliss of our first parents, and
since has been going about as a lion roaring. and
seeking whom he might devour.

Well, in the vlace of this, and of much more we
might here restate, what does Free Religion affirm P
Does it affirm God in any shape? What- affirma-
tion stands instead of the rejected Christ? What
does it say affirmatively of the futare life? And how
does it dispose of that somewhat extended ares of
territory so long undisputedly occupied by his Satanic
majesty, whom Milton was wont to describe as being
in his own conceit “ all but less than he whom thun-
der hath made greater " ?

To put these questions is sufficient. Everybody
knows Free Religion not only does not attempt to
replace these old affirmations with new affirmatives;
it glories, instead, in the profession that its constitu-
ant parts are all at sea in regard to them, drifting
hither and thither at their own free will.

But now, by a rapid movement, we pass to the
ground Free Religion will claim it has occrpied with
a most determinedly affirmative state of mind,—to
wit, to the ground of man’s moral life here upon
enith. It has made the ¢ earthward piigrimage,”
and planted itself strongly in the ethic realities of
our present existence. In other words, it has re-
duced religion.to a practical basis, linking it insep-
arably with the world's morals.

Well, far be it from us to deny that here is a happy
thought,—one which should find a place in the book
and volume of everybody’s brain and heart. But the
vital question is, Aas it done what it thinks it has
done?

One of the pet phrases of its organ has for some
time been, “ for supernatural, Christian morality we
would substitute natural, scientific morality.” - Strain
your eyes now, good friend, whoever you are, and
tell us just how far this process of substitution has
proveeded. Awaiting your response, we fill the time
with our own report. Not a solitary new affirmative
moral dogma has Free Religion reared. ' Possibly
we are blinded and can not see, but to our -honest
vision there appears not one grand moral affirmation
Free Religion has vouchsafed to stand its own pecu-
liar property amid the roar and bustle of * denial”
with which it is claimed the.liberal air has been
filled.

This is the decisive point at which we arrive. Has
Free Religion affirmed-anything “whatsoever -in its
own name as one of the ‘new up-building forces ot
this our modern time?: To' our mind this is the
answer which must come from. fact and truth7 “ No,
not one thing."

sorrowfully, yet not so much forthe world's sake'

Do we say. this glaefully? No. 0y O Means; hut

organized seriously and solemnly under the Froe
Religious banner.
‘The proof of what we say is not fur or hard to

seek. But the limits of our space now forbid more

than the statement which follows: In every import-

ant case where Free Religionists make « united affir-

mation, it is to be observed that the Christian world

makes the very same; tkat, therefore, Free Religion

is affirming an old force and not a new one. Not
that it must necessarily not affirm a thing because

Christians do yet so affirm. Let no one mistake that
for the charge we bring. Tts boast it that it is es-
pecially atfirming the new forces of a higher civiliza-
tion than any yet attained. But when we look for
those new forces, they do not, by any affirmation Free
Religion makes, put in an appearance.

Now, on the contrary, be it observed, on every new
issue upon which mankind is to-day ethically divided,
Free Religion is silent. The membcrs of the body,
for the most part, cling to the old, conservative side
of the living problems that confront the world. Their
affirmations are all for what kas been, for what 48, and
not for what ought to be.

This is the gist of what we propose to set forth in
the next issue of Liberty.

Guiteau has shown one symptom of sanity. In the
speech which Judge Cox infamously prevented. him
from delivering to the jury he quoted in full our edi-
toriai on * The Guiteau Experts,” which had already
been pronounced legally sound by the leading lawyer
of New England, and which one of the foremost phy-
sicians of Massachusetts had characterized as * the
best thing on expert testimony that he had ever
seen.”

We are giud to welcome so prominent, influential,
and able a man as the editor of the New York *San”
to the ranks of the Anarchists. Mr. Dana recently
has said in his paper, over his own signature, that
the only civil service reform that will ever amount
to anything will be that which shall get rid of the
offices.
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